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Igniting the Spark
Within
Harav Moshe Wolfson shlita,
published in Why We Rejoice by Rabbi Shloime Dickman
The Gemara (Shabbos 21a) rules that inferior wicks and
oils that may not be used for Shabbos lights may be used for
Chanukah lights. Rav Nachman Chernobler (Me'or Einayim)
says that the same is true of neshamos; even those don’t become
lit up by Shabbos can be kindled by Chanukah. What about
Chanukah can accomplish what even the holy Shabbos cannot?

21V °7 TIRD DR DPYR RP1 -
And G-d saw that the light
was good (Bereishis 1:4).

When the world was created, Hashem
created light, but He saw that this light was
too good for the wicked, so he concealed
it in the Torah; when tzaddikim learn
Torah, they behold this Or HaGanuz, this
hidden light, and their neshamah becomes
illuminated with it. This light, the Or
HaGanuz, is in the neiros Chanukah. It is
also mwnn 171 %Y 11ix — when Moshiach
will come the Ribbono Shel Olam will return this light to the
world, and everybody will be able to use it to “see” the secrets
of the Torah and to feel the Ribbono Shel Olam in every inch
of creation.

(Mishlei 20:27) — oIx Ny ‘0 1, every Jewish neshamah
is a candle of Hashem. Every Yid has this Or HaGanuz in his
neshamah as well. When a small candle is held near alarge flame,
the fire of the candle will turn toward the flame - it wants to
be fused with it. That’s how every neshamah wants to cling to
the Ribbono Shel Olam. When someone does teshuvah, that
tiny spark of Yiddishkeit flares up. That’s the job of Moshiach
Tzidkeinu: to ignite that spark in every Yid.

9% ‘0, Hashem is your shadow (Tehillim 121:5); He responds
to us in kind. When we light the Chanukah candles, Hashem
lights His candles, meaning each person’s neshamah, the 'n 1.
The purpose of Chanukah is to ignite the Or HaGanuz within
us so it should glow in our hearts. Chanukah can do this to a
degree that even Shabbos cannot.

In the week of Chanukah, we generally

read the parshiyos of Vayeishev and

Mikeitz. In these parshiyos lies the or of Mashiach, but it is
concealed; it is the Or HaGanuz.

Yosef Hatzaddik was the greatest of the shevatim, yet his own

brothers, the Shivtei Kah, did not recognize his greatness; they

thought he deserved to be put to death. The Or of the Moshiach
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Harav Moshe Wolfson shlita (bottom row, second from left)

to come from him, Moshiach ben Yosef, was concealed, an Or
HaGanuz.

Tamar had the or of Moshiach within her, Peretz, but it
was hidden, and Yehudah, unaware, almost had her put to
death. The Or of Moshiach ben Dovid, like the Or HaGanuz, is
concealed.

However, the Or HaGanuz doesn’t always stay hidden. When
Tamar sent Yehudah the staff and seal, Yehudah realized that
she was righteous. When Yosef said “I am Yosef” (Bereishis
43:3), his brothers realized his greatness. Their lights were
revealed. These are the parshiyos we read about on Chanukah.

This is the purpose of Chanukah: to
reveal the light within each of us. Even the
wicks and oil that Shabbos may not ignite,
Chanukah can. It is the time to bring out
the hidden love that every Yid potentially
has for the Ribbono Shel Olam - to light
the flame.

The Gemara (Sukkah

Sa) says that at Mattan
Torah the Shechinah was over ten tefachim
above the ground of Har Sinai, and the
Aron Hakodesh was ten tefachim high
because the Shechinah was above it, and the Shechinah doesn’t
come down lower than ten tefachim.

Chanukah is an exception; the mitzvah is to put neiros
Chanukah below ten tefachim. This tells us that on Chanukah,
the Ribbono Shel Olam descends to ignite even those neshamos
that cannot rise by themselves.

Chanukah’s mitzvah is to be 3%im1 7°0in, always

adding. Every night has more light than the night
before. On Chanukah, if a Yid feels that his Or HaGanuz is not
glowing, he must add more fuel to the fire. Learn with fire,
daven with fire, do mitzvos with fire, with excitement!

07120 92 1XnY, the Greeks contaminated all the oil
in the Beis Hamikdash to prevent the lighting of
the Menorah, symbolic of the light of Torah, which is what the
Yevanim wanted to extinguish. The single pure pach shemen
that miraculously remained represents the hidden spark in
every Yid that can never be extinguished, and can never become
defiled. It is the flame of emunah.
Chanukah is the time to search within your heart to find
your pach shemen, and then to constantly add fuel to the fire.
When on Chanukah the light of Moshiach appears in the
Chanukah candles, we should all daven that the his light shall
appear soon in this world in all its glory, when it will be ‘0 n2m
YR 92 YV 970 — And Hashem will be King of the entire world
(Zechariah 14:9).
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