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The Shevet of Shevat
12 Shevatim, 12 months: Matching Them Up
Rabbi Moshe Boruch Kaufman, Machon Aleh Zayis

The Tur (Siman 417), quoting his brother Rav Yehudah

(son of the Rosh), says that the three regalim
correspond to the three Avos: Pesach to Avraham, Shavuos to
Yitzchok and Sukkos to Yaakov. The twelve months of the year,
he continues, correspond to the twelve shevatim, as Rosh
Chodesh is also called a moed.

When pairing the months with the shevatim, both the Arizal
and the Gra begin with the first month, Nissan, and follow the
order of the degalim: Nissan/Yehudah, Iyar/Yissachar, Sivan/
Zevulun, and so on. (Following the order of the degalim means
that Levi is not included, and that Yosef is split into Menashe
and Ephraim.) According to this calculation, Shevat, the 11th
month, is the month of Shevet Asher.

However, when pairing the months with the
shevatim, Rav Yaakov Emden follows the birth order
of the shevatim as it was engraved on the choshen: Reuven,
Shimon, Levi, etc. In this pairing, Sivan, the third month, is the
month of Levi, as in this month Moshe Rabbeinu, a descendant
of Levi, received the Torah. Tishrei, the seventh month, is the
month of din, corresponding to Dan. Adar is the month of
Binyamin, whose descendants, Mordechai and Esther, were
victorious over Haman then. And Shevat is the month of
Shevet Yosef.
(In a non-leap year Menashe and Ephraim are counted
together as “Shevet Yosef” but they are separated in a leap
year, which has an extra month following Shevat.)

Yet a third opinion is found in Drashos Yaaros Devash

by Rav Yonason Eibshutz (Drush 2), where the
twelve shevatim are again paired with the months in the order
of their stones engraved on the choshen, but here the list of the
months begins with Tishrei. According to this opinion, Shevet
Levi is appropriately paired with Kislev, signifying the miracle
of Chanukah brought about through the Kohanim. Shevat is
the month of Shevet Yissachar.

The Medrash Tadshe (cited by Rabbeinu
Bachye at the beginning of Parshas
Shemos) says that Yissachar was born on the tenth day of the
fifth month, 10 Av. Rav Yaakov Emden (Shaar Hadelek, Chodesh
Av) notes that there is an obvious connection between the
birth of Yissachar, who represents Torah, and 10 Av, the date of
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the churban when Torah was diminished. This confirms his
opinion that Yissachar is paired with the month of Av.

However, the passuk says that Yissachar was conceived on
the night after Reuven brought Leah the dudaim, and that
Reuven collected the dudaim n>onn 1°2p 0’3, during the wheat
harvest, which is the Shavuos season (Shavuos is called in
xpn). Thus Alshich says that Yissachar, who represents Torah,
was conceived on Shavuos, as he represents Torah. If so, it is
impossible to say that he was born on 10 Av, only two to three
months later.

Interestingly, the Bnei Yissaschar (Maamarei Kislev) says that
Yissachar was actually born on Chanukah, which like Shavuos
is a Yom Tov of Torah, as it says, 11X n7in. The Bnei Yissaschar
bases his cheshbon on the medrash that the shevatim were born
after seven months, not the usual nine. The Gemara in Rosh
Hashanah (11a) says that a “seven-months’ baby” is one that
is born any time in the seventh month. Therefore, since the
dudaim were picked around Shavuos time, Yissachar was born
around the time that would later be Chanukah.

In a previous article (Alim, Lech Lecha 5782)

we noted that the above midrash may be
counting the months from Tishrei rather than from Nissan.
The same midrash states that Rochel was nifteres on 11
Cheshvan, which is difficult to understand as the pesukim imply
that her petirah was in the springtime and not in the fall. We
suggested, based on yet another midrash, that Rochel was
nifteres in the eighth month from Tishrei, which is Iyar (not
Cheshvan). If so, we can similarly explain that the “fifth month”
here refers to Shevat, the fifth from Tishrei, and that Yissachar
was born nine months later, on 10 Shevat; or that the n>on 1xp
began a little before Shavuos, i.e. during the month of Iyar,
again understanding that he was born after a full nine months.

The month of Shevat also has a significant

connection to Torah. The Torah is
compared to trees (eitz chayim), and Shevat is the Rosh
Hashanah for the trees, when growth begins as a direct result
of the rains of the previous months; the Torah is compared to
water as well, and the mazal of the month of Shevat is "7, a
pitcher of water, another symbol of Torah (Taanis 7a, Sanhedrin
7a, Shir Hashirim Rabbah 1:19, based on Yeshaya 55:1). We also
find that Moshe Rabbeinu began the 2v°n 781 of NN n1wn on
Rosh Chodesh Shevat (Devarim 1:3). Based on all the above,
Rav Yonason Eibshutz (ibid.) says that Shevat is the month of
Shevet Yissachar.
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