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International Molad
Rabbi Moshe Boruch Kaufman, Machon Aleh Zayis

Worldwide, the time for the molad that will be announced in
all shuls isidentical - it is the time of the molad in Yerushalayim,
this month (Molad Shevat 5783) on Motzoei Shabbos, 11:56 and
10 chalakim p.m. This is so even though in the NY/NJ area,
for example, the molad will actually occur earlier, late Shabbos
afternoon at 4:56 p.m. local time; in California even earlier
than that, Shabbos afternoon at 1:56 p.m.; and conversely,
in Australia which is six hours east of Yerushalayim, it will be
later, on Sunday morning at 5:56 a.m. (See Rav Henkin, zt”], in
Luach Ezras Torah and recently reprinted
in Gevuras Eliyahu (#123).)

It should be noted that our

time for the molad is based on
a fixed interval of 29 days, 12 hours, 44
minutes, and 1 chelek between months.
Therefore, next month Molad Adar will be
Monday afternoon at 12:40 and 11
chalakim p.m., and so on. However, the
truth is that the molad interval really
varies from month to month; it just
averages out to this number. It is known
as the yx1mnn 1911, as opposed to the *nonxin 191m. Chazal used
the average molad interval for calculating kiddush levanah, as
well as other halachos. (See Shaarei Zemanim by Rav Dovid
Heber, siman 4, for elaboration.)

Truthfully, even in Yerushalayim the announced time

is not accurate. Prior to 1883, every city calculated
clock time to hit solar noon at 12 p.m. on the average day
(“mean solar time”). With the creation of time zones in 1883,
true solar noon is at 12 p.m. only at the center of the time
zone; areas east of the center of the zone will reach solar noon
earlier than 12 p.m., areas west of the center later than 12 p.m.
Yerushalayim is 21 minutes east of the center of its time zone
line (in Cairo, Egypt), and therefore arrives at solar noon on an
average day at 11:39 a.m. Consequently, the molad in
Yerushalayim in terms of our clock will actually occur on
Motzoei Shabbos at 11:35 p.m., not 11:56.

A relatively recent innovation for the spring

and summer months is DST. If the molad
would be at 2:00 p.m. in those months, then we should really
announce 3:00 p.m., as we have advanced the clock by one
hour. In fact, the Hisachdus HaRabbonim Luach does add the
hour to conform with this change and gives the time of the
molad one hour later, but minhag haolam is to announce the
molad based on standard time.

HaGaon HaRav Noson Gestetner zatzal with the Belzer Rebbe shlita

Although announcing the molad is in and

of itself only a zecher to kiddush hachodesh,
it has significant halachic ramification regarding the time for
kiddush levanah. According to the majority of Poskim, kiddush
levanah may be said only when 72 hours have passed from the
molad. Adjusting the molad from Yerushalayim time to EST (for
NY/NJ) will allow saying kiddush levanah seven hours earlier.
Adjusting it on the West Coast will make it 10 hours earlier,
and so on.

For those who wait with kiddush levanah until seven
complete days have passed from the molad (known as D'n>w "1):
For this coming month (Shevat), as we said above, the molad
to take place this Motzoei Shabbos will be
announced in shul as occurring just a few
minutes before midnight Yerushalayim
time. Accordingly, the following week
(Motzoei Shabbos Parshas Bo) the time
for kiddush levanah will also be close to
midnight; but adjusting to local time
will allow saying kiddush levanah here
immediately after Shabbos. Preparers of
Iuchos should be aware of this, as delaying
the time unnecessarily may result in
people not saying kiddush levanah,
especially in the winter months.

Note: There is a common misperception about kiddush levanah
that it is necessary to wait until the fourth or eighth day of the
month (and not from the molad), which can be up to a day or even
two after the actual zman. This is not correct.

Adjusting the molad time is perhaps even

more important for the sake of the latest
time (sof zman) for kiddush levanah. Some hold that the molad
time need not be adjusted for that (see Alei Yonah, Rav Yonah
Mertzbach, p. 31, and Shu’t Lehoros Nosson, Rav Nosson
Gestetner, Vol. 7 siman 28-30), but this opinion is difficult to
understand. As cited earlier, Rav Henkin zt”1 is of the opinion
that one should be stringent and adjust the molad time to
seven hours earlier than Yerushalayim time

In arecently-published teshuvah (Igros Moshe Vol. 9 #34), Rav
Moshe Feinstein ruled that one may say the berachah even “a
few hours” after the calculated time from the molad. In Europe
(where the teshuva was written) this was acceptable, is at is at
most only two hours west of Yerushalayim.

Finally, in the opinion of the Mechaber (Shulchan Aruch
426:3), one may say kiddush levanah for an additional 5 hours
and 20 minutes after the sof zman of the Rema. Many Poskim
allow relying on this shittah, at least bdieved. The issue is with
luchos that post the Mechaber’s zman without the seven-hour
adjustment, which will result in a sof zman that is definitely too
late for kiddush levanah.
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