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Derech Yam, Chizuk and Mussar based on the first
chapter of Mesillas Yesharim
By Rabbi Yitzchok Rabinowitz

The Mesillas Yesharim states: Similarly, there is tranquility
on one side and suffering on the other side, so that it is a fact that
the battle comes upon him in the front and from behind.

People, especially older people, aspire for serenity to enjoy
their routine. Baruch Hashem, life in America is calm, due to
the fact that our yeshivos are flourishing. There have never been
more people learning since the Churban Habayis.

On the other hand, people are very influenced by the outside
society around us. In prewar Europe, a Jew looked down upon
his gentile neighbors and their entertainment. He had no
interest at all what made a non-Jew happy. In
Poland, it was illegal for liquor stores to be open
in the morning hours; the government knew
people would never make it to work otherwise.
Somebody asked how this helped—a person
could buy his schnapps at night and save it for
the morning. Understanding the prevailing
culture of the time highlights the foolishness of
this question—everyone knew that if there was
some schnapps in the house, it would never last
until the morning!

Today, we enjoy lavish parties and drinking alcohol has
become a problem. There are bachurim who cannot dance at a
friend’s wedding unless they first have a “few” drinks. A Yid’s
simchah used to come from his neshamah. The Jewish magazines
are loaded with page after page, pushing us to indulge in all
luxuries. Many people get all excited by the latest and newest
technology. Numerous people follow professional sports. There
are even minyanim and kosher food by sporting events.

When life is very smooth, people begin to slip. People slowly
get used to things that they might have looked down upon in
the past. How many people have left the yeshivah world to go
into business? Before leaving yeshivah, they had big plans to
learn while making parnassah on the side. At the time looking
down at people who are totally obsessed with money. Then, ten
years later, they have sunk themselves into the same hole.

There was an experiment made on frogs, where the frogs
were thrown into a pot of hot water. They immediately jumped
out. Then the frogs were placed into lukewarm water, and the
heat was gradually turned up. All the frogs died.

When things creep up on us, we get used to them and don’t
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realize the change taking place. That is the challenge of tranquil
times.

On the other hand, the challenge of suffering can be all-
consuming. When faced with a difficult situation, many people
turn away from Hashem or stop learning Torah. There are,
however, giborei koach, those who have the strength of the
angels, and reach breathtaking heights even under the direst
circumstances.

Reb Yitzchok Silber, zt”], lived behind the Iron Curtain under
Communist oppression. Despite it all, he continued to lead a life
of mitzvos, raising his children to believe in Hashem and follow
the Torah’s ways. Finally, in 1970, they were able to move to
Eretz Yisrael. When they landed on holy soil, he was greeted by
government representatives. One of the first
things he asked the official was a question he
had on a Mishnah in Zeraim. He assumed that
everyone who lived in Eretz Yisrael must be a
talmid chacham.

Soon after his arrival, Reb Yitzchok went to
the Mirrer Yeshivah to speak with the Rosh
Yeshivah, Reb Beinish Finkel, zt”l. He said, “I
just came from Russia and I have a son whom I
would like to send to the Mir.”

Well aware what a spiritual wasteland Russia was, Reb
Beinish asked, “Does he know how to learn?”

Reb Yitzchok replied, “Very little.”

Reb Beinish explained that the Mir is for advanced bnei Torah.
He told Reb Yitzchok to send his son to a weaker yeshivah first
and then come back once he would be prepared to handle this
level.

Reb Yitzchok began to beg, pleading, “My whole desire in life
is that my son should go learn in the Mir. What can I do? In
Russia there are no yeshivos and it is illegal to teach Torah.”

“Does he know any Gemara?”

“I'm sorry to say that he only knows a few masechtos that we
were able to learn.”

“Masechtos?!” exclaimed Reb Beinish . “Which masechtos?”

“Oh, Bava Kama, Bava Metzia, Yevamos and Kesubos.”

Reb Beinish tested the boy, and he knew these masechtos
from cover to cover.

These are heroes who, under the most challenging situations,
courageously uplifted themselves to serve Hashem in a most
complete way.
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The 9th of Adar - Machlokes
Hillel & Shammai

Rabbi Moshe Boruch Kaufman, Machon Aleh Zayis

The Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chayim 480:2) lists fast days that
commemorate various tragedies. The last two dates on the list
are the 7th of Adar, the yahrtzeit of Moshe Rabbeinu; and the
9th of Adar, the day that machlokes erupted between Bais Hillel
and Bais Shammai.

It is no longer common to fast on these days, but the taanis
of 7 Adar, Moshe Rabbeinu’s yahrtzeit, is observed even today,
especially by the Chevrah Kadisha.

The Shulchan Aruch (see above) is referencing the
tragedy that happened on 9 Adar. The Gemara
(Shabbos 17a), discussing the 18 decrees that were made in
accordance with the opinion of Shammai, says that machlokes
between Hillel and Shammai intensified, and the Bais Medrash
was locked until a conclusion was reached. The Gemara adds,
“Hillel was bowed and sitting before Shammai like one of the
talmidim ... and that day was as difficult for Klal Yisrael as the
day the eigel was made.” The Yerushalmi says further that there
was actual fighting, and some of Hillel’s talmidim were killed.
Sefer Kos Yeshoshua (Parshas Tetzaveh) explains that although
machlokes Bais Hillel and Bais Shammai was a machlokes I'shem
Shamayim, and we find (Yevamos 13b) that in fact the two
sides lived in harmony and respected each other’s opinions in
spite of their disagreements, nevertheless it calls for a taanis
because machlokes is never good, and even a machlokes I'shem
Shamayim can easily spiral out of control, as according to the
Yerushalmi this one did.

Seemingly the 7th and the 9th of Adar aren’t
connected, as they commemorate unrelated events. However,
Rav Yonasan Eibschitz (Drashos, 7 Adar, vol. 2:17) makes a
connection between them. According to some opinions Moshe
Rabbeinu was niftar on Erev Shabbos but was not buried until
Shabbos was over. When Moshe Rabbeinu was gone a state of
mourning set in, and 3,000 halachos were forgotten (Temurah
16a). The ramification of Moshe Rabbeinu’s petirah of 7 Adar,
N71INN NNJW, was therefore set in motion on 9 Adar, and that day
every year is the day we suffer machlokes in Torah, resulting from
a loss in mesoras HaTorah. Besides the intrinsic tragedy of the
loss of tzaddikim, there is a resulting loss of Torah afterwards,
and since that is often cause for machlokes, the taanis of 9 Adar is
in a sense a “continuation” of the taanis of 7 Adar.

In Minchas Bikkurim on the Tosefta,

Rav Shmuel Avigdor of Karlin links the
machlokes of Hillel and Shammai to maaseh ha'eigel as well as to
petiras Moshe Rabbeinu:
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1) Hillel, who was both the leader and the symbol of humility,
resembled Moshe Rabbeinu who was the humblest of men, and
on this date both were “substituted” by others and their honor
was debased. Moshe was replaced by the eigel, and Hillel was
overpowered by the followers of Shamai.

2) During the maaseh ha'eigel, 3,000 men of Bnei Yisrael
were killed, and according to the Yerushalmi the same thing
happened during this machlokes.

Based on the idea of the Yaaros Devash we can understand
the connection on a deeper level. At the time of maaseh ha'eigel
the first Luchos were broken. Chazal say that if the first Luchos
had remained unbroken, there would have been no forgetting
the Torah we learn; however, because of maaseh ha'eigel and
the breaking of the Luchos, Bnei Yisrael were now subject to
forgetting Torah and, as a direct result, to the machlokes in
halachah that took place after the petirah of Moshe Rabbeinu.!

After Moshe Rabbeinu’s petirah, knowledge of the halachos
was restored by Osniel ben Kenaz, and it seemed that the
mesorah was still intact; for over a thousand years, machlokes in
the mesorah remained rare. Hillel HaNasi was undisputedly the
“Moshe Rabbeinu of the generation,” and the Gemara (Sukkah
28a) further links Hillel with Moshe Rabbeinu through his
talmidim, some of whom were worthy of making the sun stand
stillas Moshe Rabbeinu did, and some of making the moon stand
still as Yehoshua did. Hillel was also responsible for restoring
the mesorah (see Pesachim 66). Yet on this day Hillel lost his
recognition and the mesorah was questioned, reminiscent of the
doubt that set in after Moshe Rabbeinu’s petirah.

As we saw in last month’s article (“The Shevet of

Shevat”), according to Rav Yaakov Emden the
shevet of Chodesh Adar is Binyamin, the obvious connection
being the fact that Mordechai and Esther, descendants of
Binyamin, brought about the yeshuah of their time.

Perhaps another connection is the fact that the tragedy
of pilegesh b’'Givah led to machlokes, as Shevet Binyamin
was ostracized by Bnei Yisrael. Haman began his projected
genocide with the charge that Klal Yisrael were mired in strife
and discord; Purim was the ultimate tikkun to bring unity back
to Klal Yisrael, specifically through Shevet Binyamin.

We begin the month of Adar by donating the half-shekel that
implies that together we are whole. The 9th of Adar reminds
us of the machlokes between Bais Hillel and Bais Shammai that
splintered Klal Yisrael in its time, leading up to Purim on the
14th of Adar when the achdus of Klal Yisrael is reaffirmed
each year.

1) It is noteworthy that 7 and 9 Adar are in the week of Parshas Tetzaveh, the Parshah in
which Moshe Rabbeinu’s name does not appear, and which is followed by Parshas Ki Sisa,
the parshah of the eigel.
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In regard to Rabbi Szimonowitz's essay
about the Torah's outlook on ribis, I would
take the following, contrary position:

AsIseeit, Chazal had a more modern view
of interest: lending money was productive
(despite Aristotle's contrary opinion).
Consider the last case in the first mishna
in Makos - TR 7121 71199 WK1 11X PTYN
121 X171 07X nd; clearly "time preference”
- getting something earlier rather than
later — is worth something.

Moreover, the Torah was not merely stating
in hilchos ribis that a wealthier individual
may not charge interest to a poor or needy
person. ALL ribis is asur even when, as in
most instances, both the borrower and the
lender benefit. Clearly that's the case in
most business transactions. The borrower
receives finance when needed and typically
is in a win-win situation, as is the lender.

I have always thought that the prohibition
of ribis is simply an example of chesed
among Jews. That's whylending/borrowing
at interest to a non-Jewis fine. We have
mutual obligations to each other; we do not
have similar obligations to the gentile.

Kol tuv,
Jonas /D/‘a/e/‘

* %k %
R”70OW 1IYNW 1 11229,

I read what you wrote in last week's 0%y,
that the ma1 7oKk is consistent with
Aristotle's idea that it is immoral to
charge for a loan, based on this you
explained why we use axpow amn,
seemingly disregarding the warning
of the71’n against seeking loopholes
in the 21 MoX, you explained that
today with modern banking money is
considered to be “fruitful” as it were,
much as a cow. I was disturbed by this
idea, because the b0 states that it is
a mitzva to seek a1 from a non-Jew,
and the 0”am1 counts it as N¥p WY nn¥n.
It is unfathomable that the nin would

17721 10WnN "WIp 0°12% ON1AWA 217173 7171 13 7410 0013917 77Ypn 11
.01P270 NID 101 77191 PITRT PTIRYI

.0°12Y VW XYW :[6”"ya] narwn

promote immoral behavior, quite the
contrary, 017w ’N13°N1 Y21 0Y11 °377 7277,

Harav Belsky zt'l offered an alternate
approach, that from the mitzva of »1319
Jwn it is evident that m»a171 is in fact fair.
However just as it is normal to find free-
loan societies in various clubs and close-
knit groups, n”apn expects all of Yx1w 553
to feel that closeness and lend money to
each other for free.What remains to be
explained is why the xpoy 7 (which
was conceived in part by thejwtn nnmn
and further developed by the Cracow
Rav) is not a violation of theTirn's
warning against loopholes in the 1K
ma7. Your reason is not valid according
to Harav Belsky's approach, for there is
no difference in the morality of n°a7, as it
was always morally correct. I think I can
tweak your idea to fit into the reasoning of
Harav Belsky. It is possible that with the
banking system, everyone can be looked at
as if he were a merchant about to embark
on a business venture, for with a simple
deposit in a bank one can accrue profit
from his money without ever leaving his
hometown. I think it is clear that the 71°n
would not take issue with such a merchant
either refusing to give a loan or at least to
find a loophole in the n’a2’1 MoK, on the
grounds of Pnmip 7°n. This might have
been the reason for the push to find a way
around the 2™ Mor for without it no
one would lend any money, and rightfully
so, because they could easily invest it.

Gisroel Mesie [zor Seimonowrtz
I

D710 R 1TV ONRYN
TN DIPR NRIAN Y 2129 9127 R70YW 77000 OYIR

O°TY 71X (NATIPN OY TN° 11 AYRW YY NNX N21wn 2°wn 5”21 9"1n) n21wn

DIVIP) 277 Y71V Y - TMYWIAA NP 12 M
7192 Y”n KN NIw T30V (3 P70 17 70 NINR
IVPNAY PYITRPT 27971 NIpnn Y’V - .nxY
;XA OIVA PYITPRA PRY DPIWRIN NT0WY

.MIXA R°NW N2WT N1007 Y1 PR

Ok

'RRWI X1 5%N0

* %

Pyl R7VDY INNDIP 2727 2N 1N JrYaa
n7ay "7wa1l 170 nX°11 Rnwl 950 npivnn
0’727 172 2ND 1111 . RNY 72T R°INY NWpINn

.0°9”1 0° 71Nl

nn Yy YYO on1an XYW IR NARN 010 071X
niNTo 2”yn 5”wn *1Ya niani ,nv%1Tan nbnan
N1 ’NJAY” NIYVA 0211INRA YD17a7 Nnd 23T

Np1vnn It nY

n32W RYR /N33 1D IRI2A 1RY 727 KD 7710991
,RITTR TOTWD 7HD1 KID'K WA IR1AN 101WD 'DY
,990 DWPIA DR HRIW? YW 127 7127w 729 KD
IXD YW VYNAY 172170 T’V RN RYDN ROR

.1722 1290 K9 nnw1 npivynn

0 1717 92 1P1N RAY YV 1OV 1R - ‘nan 971
NawY 1T NN NIRI NN R¥A DAY 71209 YOI
NR Y2IX1 171w DR N°1A 112°0 AR1 NONR RX¥N
95w 19 NN’ NONR 0T 1P Y90 YaR,N1wRIN
"n1 RN 01 017’7 7172 7RI DAY OvY Pwyn
N1 PNAYY Pav TNA 001X RAYW P2 7O0n
DY OwY - >”wIn1.”701 01’ ‘N 7172 01k Yon

2WY NR11Y JRTINY NVIA -

P71 11NV X919 YYN 0°00n OXYIY w1IHn N
VW AR K21 ,N0IW NAna NINR 1702 0T
TWIR 11TYW RV'WH 3”V1 .NVIY ROR MV1AY
NMY 0N w2 1INv a1 Yon Yw Ri1T1 DURY
99N 0°00n ,9171 1INV YY1 qR1.V7105 'RAWD
NINIRA2 Y”Y1 .01WD1 ,NT2 NAW 11200 OXYY
7D 7M0NA 1”I1.0°077N W1 41110 TWHRY DV
ow "nY Y711 XY VWA Y”V1,01°1W R°ANY 2717
K1Y W’V ,R0ONN 017 KW WYN RAYY IRV
YRT121 .11NV%2 N12Y03 "KWY Y90 12 NpIvnn
,RITT INIRA INV2A CHYAY PRI AT 9D ART
N7 727 771v91.995 "9 XY Nawn 7120 Oxyal
97121172170 9V 1P ROR W2 Y1770 P11
DIN'D K5 )’

JNI112 AT1’2 77V N2w31 W7D 129 0°9N7 1Y P71 71N P7112Y 10K

73 97771 712 TA1D 0°12971” 71971912 VIPY N NDW °Y IR K7W 170N ¢

D°0W XYY RO 77121 PITRT PTIAY1 1707121 19WAN "wIp 0°12Y% 0n1nwn 211

71°7072 1051 1221,Wnn 0°12Y D°VWY XYW VIPY N NITDW Y”¥ ORN 0129
DXV 2171 Nnd 110 129 PYo onw 9”77 991X 1R ,0°12Y 0°010

2% 1PV RINW 1917 ;121w

1”770 NYT 1A QWY 9193 IR MY 0 DTV YW NXI OX NRkA XY (N

AT R70OYY
995 NPTY ¥7RW 107 :nAwn

DW V1P RMKRI,(’A 71 71°197) 77131 0°129 07010 NPWHYWN 12571217 22702 (0




