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Mission Accomplished?
Rabbi Shimon Szimonowitz, Machon Aleh Zayis

The Chasam Sofer wrote teshuvos over the course of about fifty years,
and it is well known that his disciple the Maharam Schick said: “I cannot
discern any difference between the teshuvos the Chasam Sofer wrote
in his youth and the ones he wrote in his later years, because from his
mouth came forth true Torah, and the Divine spirit spoke through him
in his youth as in his later years” (Rav Yosef Naftali Stern - Kiryas
Chutzos, in the introduction to Derashos Chasam Sofer).

Rav Chaim Soloveitchik once commented regarding Rav Akiva Eiger:
“One cannot discern any difference in level between Rav Akiva Eiger’s
teshuvah (vol. 1 siman 30) about counting Sefirah (via writing) which
he wrote as a young chosson, and the teshuvos he wrote in his later years.
We must assume that Rav Akiva Eiger gained more heights over the
decades, but those are already beyond our grasp”

(heard in the name of Rav Paler).

Pituchei Chosam is the introduction to
Teshuvos Chasam Sofer Yoreh Deah. It was
compiled by Rav Shimon Sofer, who strung
together chosen pieces of his father, the
Chasam Sofer, in a beautiful, flowing essay
elucidating his views. The late Mattersdorfer
Rav, Horav SImcha Bunim Ehrenfeld,
referred to those pieces as the “Wwv7wn ywo
7910 ONN T o,

Machon Aleh Zayis recently had the privilege
of publishing Pituchei Chosam as a stand-alone chibbur, with
extensive notes by the world-class expert on Toras Chasam
Sofer, Harav Moshe Slomiuc shlita of Brooklyn.

A central theme of Pituchei Chosam is the idea that a person
must live for others, not just in gashmiyus but in ruchniyus as
well. Itis not enough to perfect oneself; a person must also work
tirelessly to perfect others, i.e. his offspring and his talmidim.
The Chasam Sofer goes so far as to say that although regarding
physical needs one must prioritize himself - PnT1p 97N - yet
regarding spiritual needs one must put others before himself.
He bases this on Rabi Akiva’s statement, 17,7112 V1% NanK1
N3 Y113 Y90 - regarding other matters one does not have
to equate others to oneself, but regarding Torah matters one
must prioritize others.

[It is widely reported that Rav Baruch Ber told his talmidim
that he gave up delving into Kodoshim for the sake of teaching
his talmidim Bava Kama again and again. This is in line with the
Chasam Sofer, but see Otzros Chasam Sofer to Pituchei Chosam,
Aleh Zayis edition, p. 83, that Rav Moshe Feinstein (Igros
Moshe Even Ha’Ezer, chelek 4 siman 26 ois 4) disagrees, holding
that one should learn another seder of Shas rather than teach
talmidim a seder he already knows. See also Shaarei Teshuvah
(Orach Chaim siman 482) regarding two people in jail who have
only one k’zayis matzah between them.]
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(R-L) Rav Eliezer Silver, Rav Binyomin Paler,
unknown, Rav Shmuel Ehrenfeld

The Chasam Sofer quotes an astonishing line from the
Rambam’s letter to his son Rabbeinu Avrohom (Igeres Hamussar
L’HaRambam, Aleh Zayis edition, p. 91; see Dalsos Shamayim
(ibid.) who cites Pituchei Chosam. See also (ibid.) p. 26):
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The Chasam Sofer explains this in terms similar to those
of Mesillas Yesharim (ch. 1), saying that man has a clear
mission in this world: he must attain shleimus hanefesh and
kishron hamaaseh by allowing the intellect (%0w) to vanquish
materialism (9min). This struggle can be won in a relatively
short time. If unsuccessful in overpowering his earthliness
early on, he must face a long life of struggle. Fortunate is the
man, says the Rambam, who wins the fight in a short amount

Iy "nl of time and does not need to struggle long
to overcome his nin.

: The question then is, if so, why do we see
x great men living long? The Chasam Sofer
answers that in truth they accomplished
their mission early on, but Hashem grants
them longevity for the sake of the next

generation.

Perhaps this offers new insight into the
later teshuvos of the Chasam Sofer; he may
have reached his point of perfection in his

youth, but he continued spreading Torah
by teaching the next generation through his yeshivah, his
teshuvos, his chiddushim, and his derashos.

But in Chiddushei Chasam Sofer to Meseches Gittin (55b) we
see another point, echoing the sentiment cited in name of
Rav Chaim Soloveitchik (above): The Chasam Sofer adds that
a person who already accomplished his tikkun (n7nn 1> 1nn)
should want to continue living and serving Hashem on an even
higher level:
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With this he explains the enigma of the timing of nn">y no>
n°a°a0 7n.

Bnei Yisroel stood at the foot of Har Sinai after having
experienced the great revelations at Yam Suf (%» nnow nnx1
..0°1), and achieving their tikkun — they had reached the point
of “Pi onn.” Then Hashem raised the mountain over them and
said: “If you accept the mission of doing more and reaching
greater heights, 201, it is good for you to continue living; but
if you are content with the tikkun, then nonmap xnn nw, you
are better off just being buried here.” For such people, 1’ 1nn
nnn is preferable.

The Chasam Sofer and other Gedolim spent the later stages of
their lives reaching ever greater heights, perhaps indiscernible
to us, but impacting the future generations.
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