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Davening Maariv
Before Nightfall

Rabbi Moshe Boruch Kaufman, Machon Aleh Zayis

With the long summer days upon us, many wish to take
advantage of back-to-back Minchah-Maariv: davening
Minchah 10-15 minutes before shekiah, followed immediately
by Maariv at shekiah.*

The Shulchan Aruch (O. C. 233:1) rules that someone who
generally davens Minchah after Plag HaMinchah should not
daven Maariv before nightfall, because doing so would be a
contradictory act known as “tarti di’sasri”. Since he is considering
the time after plag as Mincha time following the opinion of the
Rabbanan, he may not daven Maariv before
nightfall, a proceeding which relies on the
opinion of R’ Yehudah. Yet for generations,
doing so has in fact been a widespread
practice, justified by Poskim based on the
concept of tircha d’tzibbura - they feared
that whoever went home after Minchah
might not return to shul for Maariv. This was
a concern in earlier times, when it was hard
and sometimes even dangerous for people 3
to go out after dark. Even today there is a

(I-r) Skvere Rebbe, Rav Zelik Epstein zt"l,

The Mishnah says that Maariv has no official time - vap n% px.
The Gra explains this to mean that, unlike Shacharis and
Minchah, Maariv does not have a specific time frame; it merely
fills empty time. In other words, the time for Maariv is simply
whenever one can no longer daven Minchah. Therefore, since
Minchah may be davened only until sunset, Maariv time begins
immediately at sunset.

Although the Gra seems to hold that Minchah may not be
davened after sunset, nevertheless he does find a basis for
doing so in the Yerushalmi (Be'ur HaGra 233). Furthermore, the
Mishnah Berurah allows davening Minchah after shekiah bdieved
(see earlier article, Chayei Sarah 5783, re Minchah after shekiah).
So since after shekiah may still be zman Minchah, one would not
be allowed to daven Maariv at that point.

The Mishnah Berurah (267:3) rules that one
may daven Maariv during bein hashmoshos
on Friday night, though not on weekdays.

There are other issues
with back-to-back Minchah-Maariv as well.
One must be sure to remember to repeat the
three parshiyos of Shema after nightfall,
because the mitzvah d'Oraysa of remembering
Yetzias Mitzrayim takes effect only then
(Shaagas Aryeh Siman 8). Of course it is easily

1s1s . ybl"c Rav Kalman Epstein shlit"a, Rav Peretz Steinberg shlit"a .
pOSSIblhty that at least some people will not fulfilled in the brachah of Emes v’Emunah of

return to shul, or worse, will forget to daven Maariv altogether.

But there is a major difference between then and

now. In previous generations, many regularly

davened Minchah after shekiah; by the time they
reached Maariv it was already within 15 minutes of nightfall,
and therefore bein hashmoshos according to most opinions.
Today, however, when in many communities Minchah is davened
before shekiah and followed by Maariv immediately at shekiah, it
is not even bein hashmoshos yet according to many opinions, and
therefore still too early to daven Maariv.

Furthermore, especially according to the Gra the opinion of
R Yose (Shabbos 34b) may be the main opinion in halachah, and
R’ Yose maintains that until approximately 15 minutes after
shekiah it is still day. Although [chumrah we consider that it is
bein hashmashos at shekiah, we may not be lenient and consider
it definitely bein hashmoshos when it is at odds with R’ Yose. [It
is worth noting that in the Mishnah Berurah, R’ Yose’s opinion
is relied upon in six places (Biur Halachah 299:1, 415:3, 562:6 as
well as Shaar Hatziyon 233:21, 498:36, and 623:11).] HaGaon
HaRav Zelik Epstein zt”] related that even in Lita many people
washed for Shalosh Seudos after shekiah I'chatchilah, based on the
opinion of R’ Yose, and weren’t concerned with the strict opinion.

Some wish to defend the Mincha-
Maariv practice based on the Gra in Shnos Eliyahu (Brachos 4:1).

Maariv; but when Maariv has been davened early, one must repeat
a passuk or phrase about Yetzias Mitzrayim after dark. The Gra
(Maasei Rav #65) held that one must say Birchos Krias Shema at
the same time that he fulfills his Shema obligation (i.e., after dark),
and that this is even preferable to davening earlier with a minyan.

Someone who has to daven Maariv with the shekiah
minyan (ie. no other minyan is available) should at least daven
Minchah that day before plag. Although this won’t resolve all the
issues, it will mitigate his tarti di'sasri, as he is following the
opinion of R Yehudah on that day at least. See also Mishnah
Berurah (235:12) and Igros Moshe (O.C. Vol. 2 #60), suggesting
the option of davening only Shemoneh Esrei with the minyan,
while postponing Krias Shema and its brachos to after nightfall.

According to some opinions, nightfall may be as early as
20 minutes after shekiah in the NY/NJ area, and it would be
advantageous to wait until then for Maariv. While it would
still be necessary to repeat Shema later as this doesn’t fulfill
the accepted opinion of tzais hakochavim, it would avoid many
of the other issues presented above.

*The Shelah praises those who connect the day to the night with Torah
study. The Be’ur Halachah (155:1) bases learning Torah between Minchah
and Maariv on Gemara Brachos 4b. In many places the Rov used to give a
shiur between Minchah and Maariv. Unfortunately, Maariv at shekiah has
to some extent displaced this holy custom.




