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Dividing the Dough
Excerpted from Journal of Halacha and Contemporary
Society - Rabbi Aviyam Levinson
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The mitzvah of separating challah from dough (hafrashas
challah) is one that Jewish women take very seriously. In fact,
the Acharonim record a centuries-old custom that women were
careful to take challah every Friday in honor of Shabbos. And
while the basic rules governing this beloved mitzvah are well-
known, there are also some common cases where it is assumed
that one is obligated to separate challah with a berachah, yet
upon further investigation, it emerges that the obligation
is either questionable or nonexistent. For example, is every
participant in a “challah bake” obligated to separate challah?

The Mishnah (Challah 1:7) states that if two women
independently provide less than the shiur of »w 4
flour each to a professional baker, and the baker ¢ iy
(without their consent) combines all of the flour
into one large dough containing a shiur challah,
they remain exempt from hafrashas challah. This
is based on the principle of asuyah ['chaleik.

The Acharonim raise a serious problem with
the common practice of hafrashas challah on erev
shabbos. In a typical scenario, a woman prepares a
shiur challah of dough on Friday in order to make
bread for Shabbos. Obviously, her intention is
not to make one gargantuan loaf of bread for all of Shabbos, but

The Chazon Ish

rather to divide the dough into several loaves in order to have
lechem mishneh for each of the Shabbos meals. This seems to be
a classic case of asuyah [chaleik. Yet the widespread practice for
hundreds of years has been that people prepare a shiur challah of
dough for Shabbos and separate challah with a berachah.

In order to resolve this issue, many Acharonim add
qualifications to the exemption of asuyah Ichaleik. See Pischei
Teshuvah (Y’D 326:2) notes that the language of several
poskim, including the Levush, Bach, and Perishah, implies that
in order to qualify for asuyah I'chaleik, the intention must be to
divide the dough amongst multiple people. The Gra also writes
at length in favor of this position.

However, the Chazon Ish rejects this approach based on
the language of the Shulchan Aruch (326:1) (sourced in the
Yerushalmi). The Chazon Ish argues that the essential question
is whether one intends to divide the dough in a way that he will
be makpid on the pieces becoming mixed. If he intends to divide
it in such a way, then it is asuyah [chaleik even if it is [‘chaleik
latzmo. If, on the other hand, he will not mind if the pieces
become mixed, then even if he intends to divide the dough
between multiple people, it is not considered asuyah [chaleik.
Accordingly, writes the Chazon Ish, if one intends to divide the
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dough and place differently flavored toppings on the various
loaves, the dough qualifies for asuyah [chaleik, because the
toppings will ruin each other if mixed. Thus, for example, if one
intends to top one loaf with “everything bagel” seasoning and
another with cinnamon sugar the two loaves cannot combine
to a shiur challah, as one is makpid that the two loaves not mix.

The Divrei Chamudos suggests an alternative defense of
the common practice to separate challah from bread made for
Shabbos. He suggests that asuyah [chaleik applies only when one
intends to bake the various pieces of dough at different times.
If, on the other hand, one intends to divide the dough and bake
all of it at one time (even in several batches, because the oven
cannot contain all of it at once), it is not deemed asuyah [chaleik.
Since all of the bread for Shabbos is baked at one time (e.g.
Friday afternoon), it retains its shiur challah. Some families like
to prepare a large batch of dough, bake enough
bread for one Shabbos, and then freeze the rest
of the dough. Each week, someone defrosts
enough dough to make bread for Shabbos,
thereby allowing the family to bake fresh bread
for Shabbos. If the amount used each week is less
than a shiur challah, then according to the Divrei
Chamudos, this dough is in fact exempt from
challah, as it is asuyah [chaleik.

The Chelkas Binyamin (326:42) observes that
common custom to make a berachah although
the challohs will be divided, indicates that we follow the Gra and
others who maintain that [chaleik latzmo does not constitute
asuyah [chaleik and that one may rely upon this opinion.

Practical Applications

1) In a communal “challah bake”, a dough is prepared and split
into different bowls. Various people divide the dough amongst
themselves, shape or braid it, and then bring it home to bake.
Part of the event is meant to include hafrashas challah. This seems
to be a classic case of asuyah I‘chaleik — the dough is meant to be
divided amongst many people while still in the dough stage. It
follows, therefore, that in this case, there is in fact no obligation
of challah at all, and one should not recite a berachah.

2) Another common scenario that is less clear-cut is where
a family prepares a large batch of dough to make many small
rolls or hamantaschen for mishloach manos. In this situation the
intention is to divide the dough before baking but to distribute
it to multiple people only after baking. The Teshuvos Eretz Tzvi
(1:49) argues, based on an inference from the language of the
Bartenura, that even this case should be exempt from challah,
and thus one should separate challah without a berachah. The
Minchas Yitzchak (10:102) endorses the Eretz Tzvi’s view, while
others disagree. Accordingly, one should certainly separate
challah at least without a berachah.




