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Halachos during

Traveling/Vacation II
Rabbi Moshe Boruch Kaufman, Machon Aleh Zayis

Last year’s Alim Parshas Eikev 5782 discussed Hilchos Tefillah relating to
traveling or while on vacation. Part II presented here, will focus on other halachos
that are applicable specifically this time of year. For a more detailed discussion of
these halachos, see sefer Shoshanas Yisrael (Bein Hametzarim).

1. When staying in a hotel without an eruv, if there
are other Jewish families staying there an eruv
chatzeiros should be made to allow carrying from the private
rooms to the public places in the hotel. In such a case, it is
necessary to rent the areas (sechiras makom) from the owner of
the hotel on behalf of the other non-Jewish residents. However,
if all the families are eating the seudos together no eruv is required
(M.B. 382 #3 and #75).
2.Hadlakasneiros should preferably
take place where the family will be
sleeping; if this isn’t feasible, then
where they will be eating.

3. One may ask a non-Jew to
open the door to his room using
the electric magnetic key if there
is a great need (i.e., to go to sleep)
because it is a shvus d’shvus bimkom
tzorech. However, if the need is not great it would be prohibited.
Even just hinting is prohibited (according to most Poskim),
because one derives benefit (access to the room) through the
melachah (see Shoshanas Yisrael 23:3-4).

4. One should not eat on his lawn on Shabbos, as
it is almost inevitable that liquids will spill on his
grass and water his lawn (Shulchan Aruch 336:3). However,
since one doesn’t benefit from someone else’s lawn being
watered (Mishnah Berurah #30), one who will be at this location
for just a short time (i.e., just for Shabbos) may eat on the lawn.
5. One may lie outside in the sun even if that will result in
getting a suntan (see Minchas Yitzchok 5:32 who questions this
practice, as it is tzovea). Some say that this should not be done
with the intention of suntanning.
6. One may not smear suntan lotion on himself because of
memorayach, but should use the liquid spray. One may also
spray OFF to prevent insect bites.

7. Even someone who is stringent regarding pas
paltur may be lenient if no pas Yisrael is available within the
distance of a mil. If there will be pas Yisrael in the direction he
is traveling, he should be stringent and hold off if the pas will
be available within 72 minutes of his current location (Shulchan
Aruch Y.D. 112#16). On an airplane, if only pas palter pretzels,
etc., are available, one may eat them (Shoshanas Yisrael 21:51).

Yeshivah Bachurim on Vacation
(Rav Shmuel Berenbaum can be seen second from the right)

8.If possible, avoid passing anon-kosher meal to anirreligious
passenger on an airplane since that would be assisting him in
an aveirah. However, if this will lead to ill feelings, some Poskim
are lenient (S.Y. 20:52, see also Minchas Shlomo 1:35 regarding
handing food to a person who will not make a brachah).

9. A grill that was used for treif may not be used without
libun gamur; simply turning it on to the highest temperature is
not sufficient. However, grates on a stove top may be used after
putting the flame on the highest setting for 10-15 minutes.

10. The oven should be run through the self-clean cycle,
which may be considered libun gamur. If this option is not
available, many Poskim allow libun kal (i.e., putting the oven
on the highest setting for one hour) after the oven was cleaned
(and not used for 24 hours).

11. Marshmallows that contain fish gelatin should not be
roasted on the grill together with
meat. Once the grill is cleaned
well and only bliyos remain, it is
permitted.

12. According to many
Poskim, keilim may be
immersed in a river. However, some
lakes, particularly man-made ones,
may not qualify as a kosher mikveh.

13. A metal grate that comes with a disposable grill doesn’t
require tevilah as it is normally thrown away after one use.
However, a regular grill may not be used without tevilah even
if it will be thrown away afterwards, as it is normal to use it
multiple times.

14. If a proper keilim mikveh is not available, the item may
temporarily be given to a non-Jew as a gift, or be deemed hefker
to enable it to be used without immersion. Similarly, if someone
purchases the item while on vacation, he can have in mind not
to acquire it thereby allowing it to be used without immersion.

15. Someone who rents a bungalow for more than
30 days is obligated in mezuzah with a brachah. For fewer than
30 days (in chutz La’Aretz), he is exempt. (see more detailed
discussion in last week’s edition of Alim and the letter section
of this week’s.)

16. When leaving the bungalow, do not take down the mezuzos
unless there is concern that they will be subject to bizayon (291:2).

17. When renting a bungalow already equipped with mezuzos,
ascertain that the mezuzos are kosher. (Experience has shown
that mezuzos in bungalows were found to be of poor quality
because they are easily ruined by the elements.)

18. Similarly, when renting from a non-observant person
(for a period longer than 30 days) it is not possible to rely on
the kashrus of the mezuzos, and the current renter should
bring his own.




