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Split Stringencies
Rabbi Hillel Shimon Szimonowitz

Rav Belsky zt”l writes (Shulchan Halevi, Birurim, siman 10)
that it is forbidden to ask someone else to open a package or
bottle for you on Shabbos because of lifnei iveir. Even though
those who are lenient about this issue are following the psak
of a competent Posek, nevertheless those who are machmir
should be stringent regarding lifnei iveir as well. [Rav Belsky
gives additional reasons not to ask someone else to do this for
you (shlichus, amirah b’Shabbos, and zilzul bichvod chaveiro), but
this article will focus on lifnei iveir.]

Rav Belsky remarks that one can be mefalpel
whether this is truly lifnei iveir. And the publisher’s
notes refer the reader to Shu”t Kesav Sofer YD 77 and
the Mabit Chelek 1 siman 21), according to whom
it would not constitute an issur of lifnei iveir. (See
“Halachos of Opening Packages on Shabbos,” Aleh
Zayis edition, pp. 69-73, where various opinions
are discussed.)

The Shaar Hamelech (Lulav 7:25) discusses the
query raised by Rav Yaakov ben Na’'im concerning
whether someone who is machmir not to smoke on
Yom Tov may be metaltel a pipe for someone who is lenient. Do
we consider the pipe a kli shemelachto l'issur since he is machmir,
or is it not muktzeh since there are those who are lenient?
And he brings a proof from Sukkah 42a that a woman may be
metaltel a lulav even though she has no use for it, because since
her husband needs it, it is not muktzeh for her.

Rav Shmuel Barenbaum, son-in-law of Rav Akiva Eiger, in his
Maaseh Choshev (a commentary to Shaar Hamelech), suggests
that the proof can be refuted, since the woman is obligated to
serve her husband, whereas a nonsmoker is not obligated to
serve the smoker.

The Steipler zt”l (Kehillas Yaakov, Shabbos, siman 23) asks how
the Shaar Hamelech can consider the pipe a kli shemelachto 'heter

Harav Moshe Sternbuch shlita

on the basis that for the smoker it’s permitted, if according to
the stringency of the nonsmoker it’s a kli shemelachto lissur for
the smoker as well. He suggests that perhaps the nonsmoker
on Yom Tov accepted this stringency only regarding the issur of
havarah on Yom Tov, whereas regarding the issur of muktzeh he
never took this stringency upon himself.

The Steipler adds that for this reason there is also no issue
of lifnei iveir here, because the chumrah was taken on only
regarding the issur of havarah on Yom Tov, and not regarding
the issur of lifnei iveir. This is obviously a greater chiddush than
the above, since muktzeh is d’Rabbanan and hav'arah is d'Oraisa,
and we can easily understand why someone who
is machmir regarding a d’Oraisa might be meikil
regarding a d’Rabbanan; whereas lifnei iveir too is
an issur d’'Oraisa. Be it as it may, according to the
Steipler one can split his stringency and be machmir
regarding meleches Shabbos and therefore refrain
from opening bottle caps himself, while at the
same time be meikil regarding lifnei iveir.

On a similar matter, I once asked Rav Moshe
Sternbuch shlita the following:

If someone is machmir to “ibber-maaser,” meaning
that when he buys products of Eretz Yisroel, even with a good
hechsher, he takes terumos and maasros again, either because he’s
concerned that the level of neemanus needed for terumos and
maasros is more than the level needed for basic kashrus, or in case
they were mistakenly not taken. May he do so on Shabbos, since
it is forbidden to be mafrish terumos and maasros on Shabbos?

Rav Moshe Sternbuch paskened that he may do so on
Shabbos. It would seem that the logic is the same as above.
The machmir undertook his chumrah only regarding terumos
and maasros; regarding the issur of hafrashah on Shabbos, he
is relying on the hashgachah. This case is similar to the one of
muktzeh, above, since the issur of hafrashah on Shabbos and
Yom Tov is also only mid’Rabbanan.

n‘,:{ ‘,” Hashgacha Klalis?

Inlast week’s article, the Sifsei Chayim explains the concept of hashgachah of klalus hamin as Hashem "increases
or decreases the total number of creatures in existence, down to the last tiny ant and amoeba ... how many drops of water [there
are] in the ocean." This seems more like hashgachah pratis.

The Chinuch (Mitzvah 169) describes hashgachah klalis this way: "All minim will always exist and will never be totally eradicated."
This is mashma not that there will necessarily be a specific number of animals, but that the species as a whole will exist forever.

Levi' Koinbard
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