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Compounding Disparate

Entities
Based on sefer Vi’'Daber Davar, Rabbi Dov Leibenstein Shlita

inR 29N3 712 YWan X9 PPYR 'A% AR Wit 0 °3 ..01931 9219980 KD

This passuk prohibits 1. eating an animal that

was not slaughtered, and 2. cooking meat and
milk together. In between is the rationale for refraining from
doing these things: pYx ’n% nnx wWITpP OV "3, because you are a
holy nation to Hashem your G-d.

Ramban says that w11p oy "> refers specifically to the second
prohibition, cooking milk and meat together. The Targum
Yonason writes: “you are not permitted to cook and surely not
to eat meat with milk, when both are mixed as one” defining the
essence of this prohibition as the fusion of these two disparate
entities into one.

The Kli Yakar and others compare this prohibition to that
of my11 °xkY2, the fusion of different plants into a new entity,
and nnna kY, the fusion of two different animals into a third
species.

This comparison allows us to apply Sefer HaChinuch’s
interpretation (Mitzvah 62) of the issur of m’x93 to the issur
of a9nawa:

Hashem set the function for all of matter at the time of Creation
in a manner which is most beneficial to humanity. Aside from
their inherent function, He also imbued them with the capability
to fuse with other parts of creation to form new matter with new
functions. Some Hashem forbade man from engaging in because
Hashem knows that the resultant species would be detrimental
for humanity.... This may provide the basis for the prohibition of
kilayim for plants, animals, or fabrics (shatnez).

This is the meaning of Targum Yonasan’s explanation of
the issur as specifically the fusion of the meat and milk into a
single new entity. The Gemara (Pesachim 44b) alludes to this by
pointing out that if one soaked meat in milk for an entire day
it is permitted (xn»»11xn); only the cooking (which fuses the
two) is forbidden.

Why is this unholy fusion precluded specifically because of
Klal Yisroel’s unique status as the w11p nY?

At the beginning of this perek the Torah discusses the issur

In the Halachos of Traveling (#14), Rabbi Kaufman writes
that if one is purchasing keilim while on vacation and no mikvah
is available, he can have in mind not to be koneh them thereby
avoiding the issue of tevilah. How is it possible for someone
have in mind not to be koneh when buying something with a

kinyan kesef? Shoton  Mandelbaan

Rabbi Kaufman response: The option of having in mind not

of 111NN XY, you shall not cut yourselves, and uses the same
language, writing, "p7x’n% ANX WITP OV 3 ..1TTIANN XY, you shall
not cut yourselves... because you are a holy people to Hashem, your
G-d. Chazal interpret 1711anN XY to include a prohibition against
segregating Klal Yisroel into separate groups (Yevamos 13b).

The Chinuch explains (Mitzvah 62) that the world exists as
a result of a multitude of creations coexisting in harmony. The
particular functioning of each in its respective position forms
the world as we know it.

The Torah ascribed the seriousness of this

transgression to the fact that we are

Hashem’s holy people: nnx w1t nv 3, you
are a holy people. The Torah describes the virtue of Klal Yisroel
joining together as one, as Nnx, as the driving force which
sanctifies them as a nation. This is why the Torah refers to Klal
Yisroel here in the singular, as W1Tp OV versus D°W1Tp OV, using
the word nnx, you, for added emphasis (based on the Kedushas
Levi).

Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky says that Klal Yisroel is comprised
of twelve separate Shevatim, with each Shevet retaining its
own unique function in Avodas Hashem (see Emes LiYaakov,
Bereishis 49:1). The unanimity of Klal Yisroel can be achieved
only when each Shevet uses its unique capabilities; when each
fulfills its individual mission, the twelve Shevatim blend into
a harmonious relationship, Klal Yisroel. This, then, is the
connection between nnX w1Tp Y 3 and the prohibition to cook
a%nawa.

Rav Moshe Dovid Walli, one of the foremost talmidim of the
Ramchal, puts it this way: Someone who fuses meat with milkis
interfering with the harmony that is the very fabric nation that
prides itself on keeping harmonious order, for which it deserves
the title of w1Tp OV of creation. This is especially unbecoming
for a nation that prides itself on keeping harmonious order, for
which it deserves the title of w1Tp nV.

In summary, Klal Yisroel’s sanctity is drawn from its
individual yet harmonious existence. Holy, pure and singular,
Klal Yisroel is the antithesis that signifies 19n1 w21 na1wn of
the unification of meat and milk, the breakdown of the order
and harmony of creation. May we merit to uphold this sacred
duty and forever remain a united and sacred people.

to be koneh is mentioned by various poskim in a shaas hadechak.
Although kinyan kesef will normally cause the item to be acquired,
nevertheless at the time of kinyan one may stipulate that it
shouldn’t enter his possession because every kinyan still requires
the da’as to acquire. In this situation we will view the money as
a “gift” or the like. The seller relinquishes his ownership, and the
item will be considered as hefker. When one locates a mikvah he
should have in mind to acquire it, then lift it up, and toivel it.




