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Celery: Raw or Cooked

Regarding Rabbi Moshe
Kaufman’s discussion of whether celery is
eaten raw or cooked, I would like to note
that when I lived in Eretz Yisrael over
50 years ago, the only celery that was
available was celery root, which had to be
cooked to be edible. My custom, the Yekki
tradition, is to eat cooked celery salad at
various times during the year. But this
type is not readily available in the NY area
nowadays. Note that the celery root has
no stalks. So, on the question of whether
celery is eaten
raw or cooked
-- the answer
is both,
depending on
whether one
is consuming
the root or the
stem.

Hatzlacha,
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Aveilus During

Sefiras Ha'Omer:

Various Minhagim
Rabbi Moshe Boruch Kaufiman, Machon Aleh Zayis

NNMWRI N2WY IXP) 1Y Tann 55 7071 PRY 0w °210 TaNR1 112 27X YD
nob INK)

Theinterval between Pesach and Shavuoshasbeen designated
as a period of quasi-mourning for the 24,000 talmidim of Rabi
Akiva who were niftar then (Yevamos 62b). The implication of
this Gemara is that the aveilus lasts all 49 days of Sefirah.

Accordingly, the Tur (493) states that
between Pesach and Shavuos we don't
shave or cut hair and we don't celebrate
chasunahs. Later Poskim prohibited music
and dancing as well.

The Shulchan Aruch, however (493:1),
limits the mourning period to 33 days, and
permits chasunahs to take place after Lag
Ba'Omer.

The Rema cites two different minhagim
for aveilus for 33 yemei Sefirah:

1) Observing aveilus from Pesach until

Lag Ba'Omer.

2) Observing aveilus from the first day of

Rosh Chodeshlyar (30 Nissan) until Sheloshes Yemei Hagbalah

(the three days before Shavuos), excluding Lag Ba'Omer.

[This second minhag has a slight variation for some, with
observance of aveilus beginning after Rosh Chodesh Iyar (on 2
Iyar) and ending on Erev Shavuos (5 Sivan)].

Although Rema doesn't appear to decide between these
two minhagim, later Poskim (the Magen Avrohom, the Chayei
Odom, and the Mishnah Berurah) indicate that Ashkenazim
accepted the second one (Rosh Chodesh Iyar until Sheloshes
Yemei Hagbalah), and did not schedule chasunahs, even after
Lag Ba'Omer, until Sivan. Today, however, the majority of
Ashkenazim observe the first minhag (Pesach to Lag Ba'Omer).

Still a third minhag is to observe the complete 49 days of
mourning, as is implied in the Gemara above. The Arizal (see
Shaarei Teshuvah #8) advocated, based on Kabbalah, not taking
haircuts from Pesach until Erev Shavuos — not even on Lag
Ba'Omer. (It is unclear whether minhag Arizal extended the
complete 49-day ban to chasunahs as well.)

In subsequent generations, many other tzaros
befell Ashkenazic Jewry in this interval (see
Kinah 25 for Tishah B'Av). The Crusaders began terrorizing the
Jewish communities of the Rhine with a series of attacks on
Shabbos, 8 Iyar 5846 (1096) and on 23 lyar, 1 Sivan and 3
Sivan. The Taz (493:2) concludes that for this reason,
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Ashkenazim do not celebrate weddings even after Lag Ba'Omer
until Shloshes Yemei Hagbalah, even if they would otherwise
observe the first minhag Rema above, which puts shorter
restrictions on shaving and haircuts. (This is also why the
tefillah of Av Harachamim is said on Shabbos Mevorchim during
the weeks of Sefirah and even during Sheloshes Yemei Hagbalah,
even though it is usually omitted on festive Shabbosos.)

In recent years the question of changing
one's minhag has become common, usually
when someone wishes to make a chasunah either between Isru
Chag Pesach and Rosh Chodesh Iyar, or between Lag Ba'Omer
and Sheloshes Yemei Hagbalah, in the
timeframe when he normally observes the

aveilus of the Sefirah days.

Only according to the Bach may one
change his minhag, as he holds that there
is no dispute about when the talmidim of
Rabi Akiva died, and the various minhagim
arbitrarily picked 33 days of mourning.

An often-misquoted heter to change
one's minhag is attributed to the Igros
Moshe (Vol. 1 #159), but a careful look at
the teshuvah reveals that this isn't the case.
Rav Moshe zt"l writes that according to the

Gra one may not change his minhag, since each minhag is based
on a different cheshbon as to the number of days on which the
talmidim of Rabi Akiva died; he rules that except for extreme
circumstances, one should not change his minhag. Certainly,
an Ashkenazi should not switch from Rema minhag 2 to Rema
minhag 1 (see above). [See also She'eilos u'Teshuvos Vedibarta
Bam (Volume 1 #141), quoting his Rebbi Rav Dovid Feinstein
zt'l as saying that his father permitted a chasunah in cases
when there was an army draft and the chassan might have had
to go to war. Even if we allow a change, it is far from clear who
is included in the heter to change - only the immediate family,
or the extended family as well.]

Perhaps, we can suggest a rationale to switch minhagim; at
least from the first minhag to the second one. As stated, the
original minhag Ashkenaz was to observe the second aveilus
period. It seems that the minhag Yeshivos in Lita was the same.
Some, though, who could not remember their family's minhag
precisely, may have taken on the first minhag simply because
it is a week shorter: During the first week of Sefirah, which is
Chol Hamoed and Yom Tov, one may not take a haircut/ shave
or get married anyway; and most Poskim permit music then
for simchas hamoed. Therefore, for all practical purposes, the
aveilus is only 26 days long, not 33 days. Assuming this was
the case, the first minhag may not have the status of a minhag,
as it was done out of convenience, and may be open to change.

HaGaon Rav Dovid Feinstein zt”1
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