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Harav Aharon Leib

Shteinman zt”1
Published in Haggadah Birkas Nesanel

1. The Chazon Ish once expressed surprise at people who
are extremely meticulous with regard to even the most remote
possibility of chametz, to the extent that if anything falls on
the floor they discard it immediately, but during the rest of the
year, they are not as careful with regard to other prohibitions
of non-kosher food - even though there is no chance they will
violate a Torah prohibition on Pesach, while P
most of the concerns throughout the year are on | :
the Torah level! (Pri Chaim 178).

2. Rav Shteinman would leave one kezayis-
sized piece of chametz, while the rest of the
pieces were smaller. He would leave them in a
tightly-closed plastic bag. He was concerned for
the view that there is no obligation to check for
crumbs less than the size of a kezayis (Haggadah
Shel Pesach Ayeles HaShachar, p. 10).

3. In addition to the usual places that are
searched, Rav Shteinman would check the cuffs of pants,
above the refrigerator, and his jacket. Although he was not
accustomed to placing chametz in these places, perhaps others
did. (Related by his grandson, Rav Asher Shteinman.)

Following the search, Rav Shteinman made sure to search
the electric box in the hallway, as he suspected that someone
might have left chametz there.

4. On Pesach 5743, Rav Ben Zion Felman zt”] visited Rav
Shteinman in his home. In the course of a halachic discussion,
Rav Shteinman took a sefer off the shelf, whereupon Rav
Felman asked him whether he searched his sefarim for chametz
(as it was clear that he had not sold them to a non-Jew). Rav

Shemone Esrai: 17, 18, or 19 brachos

Rav Moshe Boruch Kaufman’s article regarding “Es Tzemach
Dovid...” assumed that in Eretz Yisrael they had only 17
brachos before “V’lamalshinim” (or more accurately, “V’laminim
v’lameshumadim...”) was added. In fact they had 18, not 17, as
the Anshei Knesses HaGedolah had ordained 18 brachos.

What happened was that when R’ Gamliel added a brachah
for protection against the “minim,” in Eretz Yisrael they chose
to COMBINE two brachos (for Yerushalayim and for Malchus
Bais Dovid) into a single brachah, so as to retain a total of 18
brachos and not have 19 (as they did in Bavel). The combined
brachah concluded with “konain ir Dovid u'voneh Yerushalayim.”
The Kallir piyutim reflect this combined text.

This is discussed in greater detail in the peirush “Tikkun

Tefillah” in siddur Otzar Hatefillos. c%/‘@;// Aahana
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Rav Shteinman with Satmar Rebbe zt"]

Shteinman responded that he did not. Rav Felman wondered
if this was because Rav Shteinman followed the ruling of the
Mishnah Berurah (433; Sha’ar HaTziyon 33) and not that of the
Chazon Ish (116:13). Rav Shteinman answered that this was
not the reason. Rather, ever since he was a child, he never ate
while learning and never opened a sefer in middle of a meal.
Since there was no concern for the presence of chametz in his
sefarim, there was no obligation to search.

5. In the early years, when Rav Shteinman arrived in Bnei
Brak, he would place a partition in front of the sefarim.
However, at a later stage he discontinued this
practice. (However, in his copy of Chiddushei
Rabbeinu Chaim HaLevi, he wrote on the inside
cover: “Checked for chametz, 5731.” See E'eleh
BeTamar MiToras Brisk, p. 55.)

6. When the Chazon Ish ruled that sefarim
should be searched for chametz, it pained him
greatly that his own father - Rav Shmaryahu
Yosef Karelitz zt”l, the head of the Kosova Beis
Din - was not strict about this. Even so, he
acted according to his stringency. However,
Rav Shmaryahu Yosef adopted the Chazon Ish’s stringencies
regarding measurements.

7.The Mishnah Berurah (431:5) states that if one speaks at the
beginning of the search, there is no need to repeat the brachah
if he has already begun the search. Rav Shteinman pointed out
that often people search places where it is not customary to
have chametz (such as the bedrooms in homes where there are
no young children). If there is no obligation to search there, it
would appear that speaking immediately following the brachah
would constitute an interruption. (Rav Shteinman was of the
view that the pieces of bread should not be placed in a location
where there is no obligation to check for chametz.)

Rabbi Kaufman’s response: R* Wolf Heidenheim brings in
his Yom Kippur machzor that on the pasuk 15 nnYwi 210 Ny
11’ndw (where we ask Hashem to take the 17 [gematria of “110”]
brachos in lieu of korbanos), the Midrash Bamidbar Rabbah refers
to 17 brachos in Shemone Esrai. This count doesn't include the
two later additions, ’1"wYnY1 and NAX NX.

The Gemara (Brachos) says that the 19th perek in Tehillim
starts n7x 012 i 71w, But actually the 20th begins n1a ‘n 71
nx. Rashi (Megillah 17b) explains that the first two kapitlech
(w11 MY W RN W) were originally counted as one, and only
since they were split into two do we have 19 kapitlech before
71, instead of 18. Also, kapital #10 begins Tinyn ’n nnY, which
may suggest that it too was once one kapitel with the following
mn Yy nx1nY. In that case there would really be only 17 kapitlech
before q1v.

mMmpY H1m Ty 017N 0°vP*1ID Yk 191NW N°YAIR1 WTIPN 11wH3 °pan 0on T°ndn whnn n°t nYy 11on a



