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The Time for Bircas Ilanos
Rabbi Moshe Boruch Kaufman, Machon Aleh Zayis

The Gemara (Brachos 43b) says that someone who goes out
during the days of Nissan and sees new blossoms on the trees
makes the brachah 0192 151v2 10°N X9w...71712. This text of this
brachah, bircas ha’ilanos, is found in the Shulchan Aruch, siman
226.

In leap years, when blossoming occurs before Nissan begins,
some had the minhag to say bircas ha'ilanos in Adar Sheini to
be sure that the brachah would be said at the
right time. Although our minhag is to wait
until Nissan, it would seem to be correct
to make the brachah in the earlier part of
Nissan, i.e., before Pesach. Conversely, when
Pesach comes early in the spring it would be
appropriate to wait until later in Nissan, when
the trees have definitely started to blossom.

Although the simple reading of the Gemara
implies that we must make this brachah in
Nissan, some Poskim suggest that by saying
“the days of Nissan” as opposed to “the month
of Nissan,” the Gemara is actually referring to
the entire spring season, known as tekufas
Nissan, i.e., from whenever the trees begin the
process of blossoming. And the Eliyah Rabbah
too, quoting the sefer Tzeidah LaDerech, says
that the Gemara is merely telling us the normal time for seeing
the new blossoms, but the brachah may be made in either Adar or
Iyar if that is when the blossoms appear. Others, however, hold
that the brachah should be made specifically in Nissan, which is
the common custom (see Sdei Chemed Maareches Brachos siman
2 #1).

Geography also plays a role. On the calendar, spring begins
everywhere at the same time; but the colder winter in the
more northerly latitudes (Europe, the USA) means that while
in Eretz Yisrael blossoms appear as soon as it is technically
spring, in other parts of the world blossoming may be delayed
until April. Thus, the Aruch HaShulchan says that in his region
the brachah would customarily not be said until Iyar, and
occasionally not even until the beginning of Sivan, that is to
say, any time during the entire tekufas Nissan (and not just in
the month of Nissan).

There are twelve lunar months in our calendar, and Chazal
sometimes refer to the solar months by the names of the lunar
months; the first solar spring month, for example, would be

Rav Yechiel Michel Epstein,
The 'Aruch Hashulchan'

called nnn Yw 10°1. Thus, Rashi in Rosh Hashanah (11a) says,
according to one explanation, that although the Avos may have
been born in Iyar/ 11 N, nevertheless Chazal call it Nissan,
because it was still the “solar Nissan” (i.e., the first month of
spring). The Chasam Sofer (Shulchan Aruch, et. al.) brings in
the name of his Rebbi, Rav Nosson Adler, that “Nissan” here
too refers not to the lunar Nissan of the Jewish year, but to
the solar Nissan of the secular year. This is also implied in our
Gemara (ibid.), as it doesn’t say the “month of Nissan” but the
“days of Nissan” (see above). According to this opinion, one
may make the brachah until the end of April,
even if it is already Iyar.

Although the Chasam Sofer seems to bring
this as a leniency - that bircas ha’ilanos may
be said in lyar, as long as it is still within
one month from the beginning of spring —
it would result in a stringency as well: Even
when it is already Nissan, we should not
make the brachah until spring has actually
begun.

Although the secular spring officially
begins with the vernal equinox on March
20-21, the halachic tekufas Nissan doesn’t
begin until 17 days later, on April 8, the
date used to determine halachos based on
solar calculations (e.g., the time of Bircas
HaChamah.). In order to satisfy all the
opinions concerning this brachah, we should
say bircas ha'ilanos in Nissan, but only after April 8. This year,
April 8 is Shabbos Chol Hamoed Pesach. Although there is a
minority opinion not to make this brachah on Shabbos, the
prevalent minhag is that it is permitted.

0173 n7iva 19n XyY

In bircas ha’ilanos, some siddurim replace 0173 with 127. This
is one of many changes that R. Zalman Hanau (known as n”11)
made to the siddur. He generally preferred using lashon haMikra
in davening and brachos as opposed to lashon haMishnah. [The
word klum doesn’t exist in Tanach, the word davar appears in
Chumash (Devarim 2:7), 127 n1on xY]. Even he agreed that
this won’t always be consistent; in fact, in this very brachah
we all use “ilan” - lashon haMishnah - for tree (“eitz” in loshon
haMikra).

Even though R. Hanau was respected for his knowledge of
dikduk, many of his innovations were rejected by the Rabbanim
of his time. See the Minchas Yitzchok (10:16), where it says
emphatically that we should not change the nusach of the
Gemara and the Poskim.

mMmpY H1m Ty 017N 0°vP*1ID Yk 191NW N°YAIR1 WTIPN 11wH3 °pan 0on T°ndn whnn n°t nYy 11on H



