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Shamayim. He argues that the Rashba
cited is insufficient to allow a ger to say 119 nni 1wx, because
even though the convert is theoretically eligible to inherit
the land, if he is not an actual landowner, he may not say
those words. Only if the ger bought land may he say nni 1wx
119, because since the land was meant for him as well, as the
Rashba explains, and he also owns land, he can fairly say Twx
119 nn1. This is in contradistinction to a woman who, even if
she bought land, cannot say 119 nni1 WK, since the land was not
intended for her.

And Rav Yaakov Emden rejects the argument of Rav Moshe
Chagiz based on the Ramban, on the grounds that also in
Bikkurim there is a mention of the land of milk and honey.

[Incidentally, this question on the Ramban was answered by

an Altona rov a few generations later. The Aruch LaNer (Makkos
19a) points out that there is a difference between the reference
to milk and honey in Bikkurim and the reference in vidui
Ma'asros: In Bikkurim it mentions that the land drips milk and
honey, but not in the context of it having been promised to our
forefathers, whereas the reference to milk and honey in vidui
ma’asros is in that context.]

Studying the difference of opinion between these great Achronim is
informative both regarding a sugya in Bikkurim and in realizing that
there are two divergent outlooks on how to approach a sugya. Perhaps
their differing views reflect their different backgrounds: that of Rav
Moshe Chagiz’s is in line with the Sefardic approach, while Rav Yaakov
Emden’s mirrors the Ashkenazic. (See Rema’s introduction to Hamapeh
and Maharshal’s introduction to Yam Shel Shlomo.)
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A Neighborly Discussion
Rabbi Shimon Szimonowitz, Aleh Zayis

In his autobiography, Megillas Sefer, Rav Yaakov Emden writes that
a rift had developed between himself and his close friend and neighbor,
Rav Moshe Chagiz, but he could not figure out what had loosened their
previously close bond, until one day when a Rav Elisha of Horodna arrived
to Altona to publish his sefer Pi Shenayim (Rabbeinu Asher’s commentary
to Mishnayos Zera'im), and asked for his approbation. Upon perusal of the
sefer, Rav Yaakov noticed that Rav Elisha had already approached Rav
Moshe Chagiz, and the latter had inserted an original essay regarding
Bikkurim. From the content of this essay, Rav Yaakov Emden surmised
what had upset Rav Moshe Chagiz.

This article will attempt to reconstruct the overt and covert dialogue
between these two titans.

In his introduction to his major work on Mishnayos, Lechem
Shamayim, Rav. Yaakov Emden wrote: “I did not fill my sefer
with the toil of others, and I did not act as a donkey laden with
sefarim (0190 Xw11 11mn).” This is a reference to the Gemara in
Megillah (26b) that criticizes those who memorize information
but are incapable of critical thinking, comparing them to a
donkey laden with books but oblivious to their content.

Rav Moshe Chagiz had written Leket HaKemach, an index
of the works of the Rishonim pertaining to the Mishnah.
Apparently, Rav Moshe Chagiz assumed that Rav Yaakov Emden
was contrasting his own Lechem Shamayim, filled with original
insights, to Leket HaKemach, based on the work of “others.”

Rav Moshe Chagiz used his note on the Rosh on Zera'im as a
rejoinder to the perceived attack on his work. In it he addressed
a question raised by Rav Yaakov Emden in Lechem Shamayim
(without mentioning him by name), and demonstrated how
drawing on the works of on Rishonim would have dealt better
with the problem:

In Lechem Shamayim, Rav Yaakov Emden cites Rav Shabsai
ben Yonah’s Responsa Shay L'Mora (# 54), in which a seeming
contradiction in the Rambam was raised. In Hilchos Maaser
Sheini (11:16), the Rambam rules that a ger does not recite
vidui maaser, apparently because he cannot truthfully say
1PMIARY NYawi IwRI, since the land was not promised to his
forefathers. But in Hilchos Bikkurim (4:3) the Rambam rules
that a ger may read o>115°2 X1pn even though it includes the
words 119 nnY 11’MaxY ‘N Yaw1 1R - explaining in his Peirush
Hamishnah (Bikkurim 1:4) that since Avrohom Avinu is the
theological patriarch of all geirim, the word avoseinu applies.
Why can’t this rationale also be used for vidui maaser?

Rav Yaakov Emden suggests that in Hilchos Maaser Sheni
the Rambam is referring specifically to a convert who does
not own land; the reason he may not recite vidui maaser is that
he cannot truthfully state 11% nni 7K, whereas a natural Jew,
who is entitled by birthright to a portion of Eretz Yisroel, may
always declare 119 nn17wR. Since, however, Bikkurim reading —
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unlike vidui maaser — can be done only by someone who owns
land, there is no distinction between a ger and a natural-born
Jew; both may say it if they have land, and may not say it if
they do not have land.

In his addendum to the Pi Shenayim, Rav Moshe Chagiz
writes that he noticed that “there were some who found a
difficulty in reconciling the contradiction in the Rambam, but
I won’t mind being a donkey who carries holy sefarim, and I will
present the following resolution [based on the Rishonim].” He
continues to elucidate the matter, adding, “as a donkey carrying
bundles of sefarim, 1 searched and found that the Rashba in
his chiddushim on Bava Basra (81a) asserts that geirim are in
principle entitled to a portion of the land because they too are
descendants of Avrohom; but since Eretz Yisroel was divided
among the generation of Yetzias Mitzrayim, and a ger does
not descend from those people, geirim did not actually receive
a portion. Yet since only a technicality precluded them from
receiving a portion, they are still able to declare 115 nni1 wx.”
With this, Rav Moshe Chagiz rejects Rav Yaakov Emden’s
premise (without mentioning him by name) that a convert
cannot say 119 nn1 1w if he didn’t actually own land.

Rav Moshe Chagiz goes on to reconcile the contradiction
in the Rambam by citing Ramban’s commentary to the
Torah. Ramban draws a distinction between the passuk in the
Bikkurim 11°max% ‘n yawi 7wx yIxa which does not mention
that it is a land dripping with milk and honey versus the passuk
in vidui maaser w1 29N NaT YIR 11PMARY NYawi1 TWRD which
does mention it. The land was promised to Avrohom, but the
mention of “milk and honey” only appears in the promise
to the generation of Yetzias Mitzrayim. Therefore, a ger may
recite Mikra Bikkurim, since he is theologically a descendant of
Avrohom, but since a convert does not descend from the Yotzei
Mitzrayim, he does not recite vidui maaser.

After refuting Rav Yaakov Emden’s premise based on the
Rashba, and offering an alternative answer to his question
based on the Ramban, Rav Moshe Chagiz encourages “the wise
not to be lazy, but search in earlier sefarim, because we have a
rule that the earlier the author, the better he is.”

Noticing that Rav Moshe Chagiz interpreted his words in
the introduction to Lechem Shamayim as a criticism of the
latter’s masterwork Leket HaKemach, Rav Yaakov Emden in
his introduction to Aseres HaLechem (a supplement to Lechem
Shamayim) clarified his statement. He explained that it was
not his intention to denigrate the work of those who created a
beneficial index to the works of the Rishonim; he was referring
to those who plagiarize others and take credit for their work.
He ends off by saying that he was wrongly accused by a “good
friend and neighbor who authored a wonderful index.”

But in the actual Aseres Halechem, Rav Yaakov Emden
defends his position as put forth in Lechem






