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Indiscriminate
Temptations

Adapted from a shmuess of Maran HaGaon HaRav Elya Lopian, zt”l, based on
the sefer Ohr L'Nesivasi, a compilation of the shiurei mussar of HaRav Elyakim
Rosenblatt zt"l, Rosh Yeshiva, Yeshiva Kesser Torah

A1 APYNI WA N2 NYXR 173w KT PIY °2Y) N AnnYR? RN 0
NUKY 37 ANR

Rashi says that “war” in this passuk refers to milchemes reshus,
an optional war, for in milchemes mitzvah, a mandatory war, it is
not permitted to take any captives at all. Rashi further states that
the reason the Torah permits taking a captive woman for a wife,
even if she was a married woman and not Jewish, is because the
Torah 1NYT 7109 N1 — descended to the depths of man's underlying
motivations: If the Torah did not permit her to him, a soldier in
wartime conditions, when presented with this
challenge, might falter; his evil inclination, the
yetzer hara, could entice him and he might have
the urge to take this woman as his wife contrary
to the laws of the Torah. Therefore, the Torah
permits it.

This is mystifying. After all, who were these
people who went to war?

The Gemara (Sotah 44a) discusses the draft
exemptions for milchemes reshus that are
listed in Parshas Shoftim. One is X770 WK1 "N

(n:> o137 Inav 21w71 7Y 1290 M, someone
who is fearful is to leave the battlefield and return home. Rabbi
Yossi HaGlili says that the soldier is fearful because of sins
he has committed; he understands that it is not the sword of
the enemy that kills, but sin that causes the sword to kill. As
an example, the Gemara goes on to say that this exemption
applies even to someone who has violated only an issur
d’Rabbanan, such as speaking between donning tefillin shel yad
and tefillin shel rosh.

So when Jews went out to wage an optional war, a potential
soldier who had transgressed any sin at all, even a “minute”
one like speaking between the tefillin shel yad and the tefillin
shel rosh that is “only” an issur d’Rabbanan, was exempt from
doing battle and would be sent home. As a result, according to
Rabbi Yossi HaGlili, all the soldiers who fought in a milchemes
reshus were tzaddikim gemurim with no sins whatsoever, not
even issurei d Rabbanan.

Harav Elya Lopian

The question is, how could pure, righteous tzaddikim, who
have not violated even the most minute Rabbinical enactment,
behave in such a sordid, vile manner as to take a beautiful
captive non-Jewish woman as their wife? How is it that if the
Torah did not permit her to them, then such a pure righteous
soldier would take her illicitly? How could such pious and holy
people sink so low in such a short span of time?

We see from here that no matter how pious a Jew is, he
should never be too self-confident but remain always on the
alert, because temptation can overcome him at any moment,
and he can slip to the lowest and most base level in a second.

We see this same idea in the Yerushalmi (Shabbos 1:3).

An elderly pious person, when he learned in Pirkei Avos, "Do
not trust yourself until the day you die...,” substituted, "Do
not trust yourself until your days of old age.”
Being an old man, he felt he was no longer
susceptible to the temptations of this world;
he felt sure that he would not sin, and wished
to amend the text of Pirkei Avos accordingly.

This caused reverberations in Heaven, and
as a consequence, permission was granted
for a spirit to descend to earth and appear
before him disguised as a strikingly beautiful
woman. When he observed this beautiful
woman, he said something to her that was
unbefitting him. Immediately, however, being the pious person
that he was, he regretted his verbal infraction, crying over it to
such an extent that his life was in danger.

The spirit then said to him, "Do not be anguished; I am a
spirit, not a woman, sent from Heaven to test you. Do not
consider yourself better than others — you are just like everyone
else. All people are susceptible to temptation, even the aged.
No one can be sure of himself until the day he dies. Leave the
text as it is: ‘Do not trust yourself until the day you die.”

The yetzer hara lurks eternally in ambush, waiting for an
opportunity to entice us — to subvert even the purest and
holiest of tzaddikim. He respects no barriers, not even of age.
We must be aware of this reality every moment.

With knowledge of this truth and the help of HaKadosh
Baruch Hu, may we be zocheh to fend off this greatest of
adversaries, the yetzer hara.

Marshmallows with Fish Gelatin - Rav Mordechai Kanner Shlit"a (author of Shoshanas Yisrael) responded with an excerpt
from an article by the CRC-Kashrus: While meat-based gelatin may not be considered fleishig and can therefore, for example, be
used in kosher yogurt, fish-based gelatin is "fishy" and can't be eaten with meat. In most foods, gelatin is used in tiny amounts, such
that items made with fish-based gelatin would be subject to bittul. However, a surprising fact is that in marshmallows, gelatin can
comprise as much as 5% of the recipe. Halachically, that is considered too significant to be ignored, and therefore the marshmallows
should have the status of being "fish" and not suitable for eating with meat.
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