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Succos: The Beginning of
the Chodosh Season

Rav Moshe Boruch Kaufman, Machon Aleh Zayis

In our first article (Parshas Emor 5783), we discussed the
various opinions of the Poskim regarding issur chodosh in chutz
la'aretz. With the chodosh season upon us, we continue this
discussion.

The Avnei Nezer (Choshen Mishpat #115)

says that in Poland the

Chassidim, following the
ruling of their Rebbe, the Chozeh of Lublin (an
einekel of the Bach), ate spelt from chodosh.
Similiarly, the Rebbe used esrogim from Corfu
(Greece), perhaps because the Bach (Teshuvos,
#135) permits an esrog that is murkav if it still
has the appearance of an esrog.

Rav Dovid Heller z”l (Vayidaber Dovid, Siman
33 #5) once declined eating mezonos at a kiddush
because he practiced the issur of chodosh. A Rav
asked why he was strict — after all, the Bach is
lenient. “You follow one Bach that permits you to
eat the food,” Rav Dovid answered, “but I have three
opinions of the Bach that advise me not to do so: 1)
That someone who is particular shouldn’t make a
kevius with three people eating pas habaah b’kisnin
because they may be obligated in zimun (Bach, O.C.
192). 2) That on Shabbos even a small amount
of pas kisnin is considered a kevius, and one says Hamotzi and
Bircas Hamazon (Bach, O.C. 168#6). 3) That if the majority of the
mezonos is flour it is still considered bread even if mixed with honey
and sugar, and requires Hamotzi (Bach, (O. C. 168)".

Others felt that since in previous

generations Ashkenazim were
generally lenient, it would be considered an affront to
undertake a new chumra.

The Baal Hatanya (Teshuvos, Siman 7) discusses the “new”
sharper knives that the Chassidim introduced for shechitah.
The misnagdim objected that even though these new knives
were better, since their grandfathers used the less sharp knives,
they don’t need to be stricter. The Baal Hatanya responded that
sometimes the Hashgachah arranges that later generations
overturn a heter of previous generations, usually because of a
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The much debated esrog
from Corfu, Greece

change in circumstances. Ultimately, the knives introduced by
the Chassidim became the standard for everyone.

The Baal Hatanya provides two other examples: that previous
generations would daven Maariv hours before nightfall, and
that previous generations were lenient regarding issur chodosh.

The question of the issur of chodosh in chutz

la'aretz has been revisited in recent years, for
various reasons. In the time of the Acharonim it was difficult to
ascertain whether the grain was chodosh or not (see Rema YD
#293); but today, with modern tracking methods, it is easy to
find out when the grain was produced. Since there is a machlokes
if a sfeik sfeika that can be clarified 17200 n912°w Xp>50 POO may
be relied upon, it may not be an option anymore.

Additionally, there are two specific crops, winter and spring,
with distinct properties. Winter wheat is used for most
cookies, pretzels, and crackers - soft or crumbly
products. Spring wheat is used for most bread
and pasta products — the “doughy” kind. Since
the spring wheat is not yoshon, the double safek
isn’t applicable. (See A Guide to Chodosh, by Rabbi
Yosef Herman z”1.)

Thirdly, prior to 1970s the USA stored surplus
grain from year to year and it was reasonable to
{ assume that the wheat was from a prior season.
However, as the USA began exporting much
of their grain to foreign countries, most of the
wheat available here is from the current season.

Finally, many of the Poskim in Europe relied
on these heteirim because of sheas hadechak —
extenuating circumstances: observing the issur
of chodosh meant literally going hungry. As the
Taz explains, the Gemara (Niddah 7) says that
we may rely on a minority opinion in a case of
dechak. Nowadays, though, yoshon products are
readily available, so the heter of sheas hadechak is no longer
relevant. Others argue that the language of some of the Poskim
who permit chodosh in chutz la'aretz seems to indicate that they
allowed the heter in all circumstances.

The Mishnah Berurah (489) encourages us not to

rely on the heteirim of the Poskim, but at the same
time not to criticize those who are lenient. The Biur Halachah
adds that some people “throw in the towel” because they think
it is all or nothing. This is reminiscent of what he says in
Chofetz Chaim (Hakdamah) regarding the issur of loshon hara:
the yetzer hara tells a person, “If you keep all the halachos it
will be impossible ever to talk.” Here too, someone may think
that if he is machmir on chodosh he won’t have anything to eat.
Today, as we said, it is possible to obtain yoshon for most food
items most of the time.






