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Mevushal Wine for the Seder
Rabbi Moshe Boruch Kaufman, Machon Aleh Zayis
The Shulchan Aruch (472:12) rules that a person fulfills his
obligation of daled kosos with mevushal wine. Nevertheless,
the Mishnah Berurah says that non-mevushal wine is preferred,
unless the mevushal wine is superior. In the piyut of Shabbos
Hagadol as well, it says that “[uncooked] red wine is preferred
for the mitzvah, but sweetened wine or cooked wine may be

used.” Although today many mevushal wines are of good quahty,

it remains a hiddur to use non-mevushal.

Interestingly, the Shulchan Aruch brings the
opinion that mevushal wine should not be used
for kiddush on Shabbos (Hilchos Shabbos 272:8),
but for Pesach it is fine; the difference may be that
kiddush on Friday night is min haTorah, whereas
daled kosos is mid’Rabbanan. Yet many who use
only non-mevushal wine for the Seder actually
do use mevushal wine for kiddush on Shabbos.
Perhaps during the year they are concerned that
the wine will be handled by a non-Jew, whereas for the Seder
night they can prevent this.

A fundamental machlokes haPoskim, regarding both Shabbos
foods and mevushal wine, concerns just what is a “cooked” food.
Rav Moshe Feinstein zt”] (Igros Moshe O.C. Vol. 4:74 #3, E.H.
Vol. 4:108) maintained that the shiur of yad soledes bo [the hand
recoils from the touch] is when a food is considered cooked, even
if the liquid hasn’t come to a boil. In contrast, regarding both
Shabbos food and mevushal wine, the Minchas Yitzchok (Vol.
7:61-62; Vol. 10:28) says “cooked” means boiling. (According to
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HaRav Yitzchok Weiss with HaRav Shach

this opinion, the contents of many hot-water urns would not
be considered truly cooked, as the urns do not achieve actual
boiling.) The Tzelemer Rav zt”] also held the Minchas Yitzchok's
opinion, so Kedem Wineries do not label a bottle “Mevushal”
unless it adheres to the Tzelemer Rav’s shiur.

Each opinion has its leniency and its stringency. In regard to
Shabbos, Rav Moshe’s opinion is generally a leniency, as once
the water has reached the temperature of yad soledes one may
reheat it, as long as the water has not cooled down again (as per
Rema, 318:15). When dealing with a non-Jew
handling the wine, obviously Rav Moshe’s opinion
again is a leniency, as once the wine reaches yad
soledes one need not be concerned. However, for
kiddush or the daled kosos Rav Moshe’s definition
for mevushal would make many mevushal wines be
considered at least safek mevushal.

Rav Moshe, however, gives a large range of
temperatures for yad soledes, starting as low as
110°F and going as high as 175°EF. It would be
logical to assume that this range is in response to conflicting
temperatures for yad soledes among the Poskim — much lower for
Shabbos than for wine.

The stringency of concern that cooking will occur beginning at
a temperature as low as 110°F was applied by Rav Moshe only to
Shabbos; in regard to wine, Rav Moshe did not consider cooking
to occur until the temperature reached 160°F or possibly even
175°F. Thisis relevant for wines or grape juice that are pasteurized
- although many are heated to 140°-150° in the process, even
Rav Moshe would agree that they are not halachically mevushal.
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