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Based on the

Zohar cited above, we can explain that

it is cause and effect. If the Jewish people had been careful

regarding chometz on Pesach, they would have earned the Zohar’s

guarantee not to transgress any other laws. Violating chometz

opened the door for the other transgressions. Once they weren’t

careful with chometz, they proceeded to transgress the three
cardinal sins as well.

The Ohr Hachaim, though (Rishon L'Tzion, Eichah 1:3), connects
the word oni to Torah study as opposed to chometz: the passuk is
hinting to us that the Jewish people were exiled because of their
neglect of Torah study. How can we reconcile the Ohr Hachaim’s
explanation with that of the Midrash?

Based on our understanding of the Zohar, it could be that the
Ohr Hachaim understands that although they were careful about
physical chometz, but not about “spiritual” chometz — toiling in
the Torah laws pertaining to chometz — therefore they did not
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earn the Zohar’s guarantee, and consequently were liable for
committing the three cardinal sins and were sent into exile for
that.

When Haman was plotting to annihilate the entire Jewish
nation, Esther was in the palace and unaware of what was
happening. Mordechai sent messengers to inform her of the plot
(Megillas Esther Ch. 4). The Midrash (Koheles Rabbah 8:9) asks:
What was Esther doing at that time? It answers that she was
busy performing the mitzvah of eliminating chometz (based on
Megillah 15a that the incident took place on Erev Pesach).

The Ein Eliyahu (Megillah 13b) explains based on what we
just quoted from the Zohar, that someone who is careful about
chometz is protected from negative forces. Esther was eliminating
her chometz, and that earned her special protection.

Interestingly, the Ein Eliyahu in Shabbos 63a quotes the Midrash
as stating that Esther was studying the halachos of eliminating
chometz, which fits in with what we have brought above.
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Bathing Children on

T Y Bathing

Based on Bathing & Showering in Halacha, by Rabbi Menachem Abramson, Shlita

A young child who is usually bathed every day may be bathed
in hot water on Yom Tov; a young child who is usually bathed
every other day may be bathed in hot water on Yom Tov if he
was not bathed on the previous day. If most of a child’s body
became dirty on Yom Tov, the child may be bathed in hot
water regardless of how often he is usually bathed. Although
bathing in hot water is generally forbidden mid’Rabbanan, the
prohibition does not apply in the case of a young child who
needs a bath.

Presumably, the age at which a child may be bathed on Yom
Tov because the bath is deemed necessary depends on the child
in question (Rav Shlomo Miller, shlita, Shabbos Shlomo 20:36).

Rama (Orach Chayim 511:2) writes that an adult who is
heating water on Yom Tov permissibly — to wash dishes, or in
order to wash his hands or face — may heat extra water and
use it to bathe a child. Also, since on Yom Tov it is permitted
to heat water or to turn on the hot water for the purpose of

The Zohar’s Guarantee

Based on the Minchas Chinuch on Pesach,
by Rabbi Moshe Hubner Shlita

A known Zohar states that whoever succeeds in upholding
the chometz prohibition during Pesach is guaranteed not to sin
the entire year (Ba'er Heteiv O. C. 447:1). The Zohar’s guarantee
raises a question that has stimulated lots of Torah discussion.

The Gemara (Shabbos 12b) teaches that Hashem
protects tzaddikim from sinning even inadvertently,
whereupon Tosfos says that the Gemara relates
several incidents of tzaddikim who did commit
inadvertent sins. Tosfos asks: How come Hashem
didn’t protect those tzaddikim from sinning
inadvertently?

Tosfos answer that Hashem’s protection is limited
to preventing the consumption of prohibited foods.
The inadvertent sins committed by those tzaddikim
did not pertain to eating, and therefore they were
not protected.

The Shoel UMeishiv (2:4:11) cites a question asked
by the wise daughter of Rav Yaakov (Yukel) Horowitz
of Glogow and wife of Rav Shabsi of Krasnow (the
Tirosh v’Yitzor (#39) quotes her question as well):
Since Hashem protects tzaddikim from eating chometz on Pesach,
each tzaddik automatically has the Zohar’s guarantee not to sin
for the entire year. If so, how could the Gemara tell of tzaddikim
who committed inadvertent sins?!
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Tefillos compiled by Rebbetzin Sara
Rivka Rochel Leah Horowitz a”h

washing less than half of the body, one may do this and then
leave the hot water running in order to bathe a child (Rav
Moshe Feinstein, zt”l, Mesoras Moshe Vol. 3 p. 146). But the
Rama forbids heating water, or instructing a non-Jew to heat
water, solely to wash a child.

The Mishnah Berurah (Se’if Katan 12, with Shaar Hatziyun 14)
agrees that, although heating water to wash one’s whole body
is potentially an issur d’Oraysa, it is permitted to add water for
a child’s bath to water that is being heated permissibly. The
Mishnah Berurah (ibid.) adds, as above, that bathing a child on
Yom Tov is deemed “necessary” only if the child is generally
bathed every day.

But even if the child is not routinely bathed every day, if
most of his body is dirty to the extent that he would be bathed
if it were not Yom Tov, the bath is considered necessary and
permitted on Yom Tov, provided that the water was heated
permissibly (Rav Shlomo Miller, shlita, Shabbos Shlomo
20:37). The same is true if the child was bathed recently but
became dirty in a manner that would normally (i.e., on a day
that is not a Yom Tov) require him to be bathed again.

The Shoel UMaishiv answered that chometz is different
from other non-timebound prohibitions. Since chometz is not
absolutely forbidden, it isn’t included in this category.

Perhaps the Zohar’s guarantee is not for someone who is
careful only regarding physical chometz, but for someone who is
also careful regarding spiritual chometz, meaning someone who
also toils in in learning the halachos of chometz. In that case,
Hashem’s protection from eating prohibited foods
would not automatically come with the Zohar’s
guarantee; to be guaranteed not to sin the entire
year, Torah study is needed along with Hashem’s
protection against eating forbidden food.

The passuk (Eichah 1:3) states that the Jewish
people were exiled due to suffering and hard labor
— T3y 117m1 °1yn.

The Midrash (Yalkut Shimoni 1010) says that the
reason for the exile - i.e., the sins committed by
the Jewish people - is alluded to by the word “oni.”
In Devarim 16:3, matzah is called lechem oni — the
bread of affliction. Thus, says the Midrash, the
word oni is used in Eichah to hint that they were not
careful regarding the mitzvah of matzah; that their
transgression was that they ate chometz on Pesach.

The Meforshim are bothered as to why the sin of eating
chometz is listed as a cause for the exile. Don’t we know that
the Jewish people were exiled because they violated the three
cardinal sins (Yoma 9b)?
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