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Singing in Tandem?
Rabbi Shimon Szimonowitz, Machon Aleh Zayis

In the Machzor of every Yom Tov is the piyyut “021191 1111@0> nrnim
198°,” in which the paytan describes the Malachim singing in praise of
Hashem. But in recent years, most congregations do not say piyyutim
in middle of birchos Krias Shema, though some do so just on Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur, the Yamim Nora’im.

Ironically, even though the custom of saying “0’11131 11w’ nrnim
19%9"” on all the other Yamim Tovim was once universal, saying it
on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur was a matter of debate among
the Rishonim. (Another Yom Tov-day subject to debate is Shvi’i shel
Pesach, because then the Malachim held back their shirah while the
Egyptians, Hashem’s handiwork, were drowning in the sea.)

Rabi Avahu (Eruchin 10b) said: The Malachim inquired why [Klal]
Yisroel do not sing [Hallel] on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.
Hashem replied: “The King is seated on the throne
of judgment and the books of life and death are
opened before Him; [is it an appropriate time for
Klal] Yisroel to sing [Hallel]?!”

Tosafos (ad loc s.v. Amru) infers from this that
the Malachim do sing shirah on Rosh Hashanah
and Yom Kippur; because if they themselves
would not be singing, why would they question
Klal Yisroel's behavior instead of asking
themselves the same question?! Accordingly,
Rabbeinu Yitzchok concluded that “1mw> nrnat”
should be included in the Rosh Hashanah and
Yom Kippur liturgy.

From the fact that Rabbeinu Yitzchok had to “rule” that the piyyut
should be said, it may be surmised that there prevailed a view not
to say it. The Shittah Mekubetzes (ad loc #22) mentions that in the
French city of Troyes they did say the piyyut, leaving the impression
that in other French cities it was omitted. Sure enough, although the
Tashbatz (Koton #119) rules in accordance with Tosfos that it should
be recited, he mentions that the common practice in France was to
omit it. In Germany too, the Responsa of Maharil (Chadashos #61)
record that in Maharil’s kehillah “nnim” was not included in the Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur liturgy, even though Rabbeinu Meir of
Rothenberg (Maharam) wrote that it should be.

A rationale for omitting “n1nim” is provided by Rav Yaakov Emden
in the postscript to Lechem Shamayim that he inserted into Rav Elisha
of Horodna’s publication of Pi Shenayim (see ‘Alim’ Parshas Ki Savo, for
more background) and subsequently incorporated into his Mishneh
Lechem (Rosh Hashanah 4:9):

The Malachim are not permitted to sing their song up high until
[Klal] Yisroel sing their song below (Chulin 91b). Rav Yaakov Emden
says that it is [Klal] Yisroel’s responsibility to sing Hallel as early as
possible in order not to detain the Malachim from singing their song;
and therefore Hallel was incorporated into Shacharis - to hasten
enabling the Malachim to sing their shirah. [Rav Yaakov Emden (see
She’eilas Yaavetz 1:40 cited by the Bi'ur Halacha 422 s.v. vekor’in)
extrapolates from this that it is forbidden to eat before Hallel, since it
is an integral part of Shacharis.]

With this, Rav Yaakov Emden challenges Tosfos’ argument. The
Malachim always wait for [Klal] Yisroel's shirah to be over so that they

Rav Yitzchock Sorotzkin Shlita

too can sing, so they inquired why [Klal] Yisroel do not sing on Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur; they did not ask themselves this question,
since, as mentioned, they may never sing until [Klal] Yisroel has sung.
This explains why [Klal] Yisroel refraining from singing Hallel on Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur was a concern for the Malachim.

Now the custom prevalent in Tosfos’ time, of omitting “nrnm
11710°” on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, makes perfect sense. If
[Klal] Yisroel are not singing, then a fortiori the Malachim are not
singing. See Chavos Yair (#225) who makes a similar point.

Rav Chaim of Volozhin (Nefesh HaChayim, Perakim) explains that
all the upper worlds are controlled by man’s actions. He quotes Rav
Chaim Vital as saying that man is the neshamah, the life- source of all
the upper worlds. The upper worlds are akin to the body that cannot
make a move without its life source, the soul. (Perhaps a modern-day
analogy would be to compare man to a battery
and the upper worlds to an electronic device. The
device is lifeless without the battery providing
energy.)

But Rav Chaim Volozhiner adds that although
the simple reading of Rav Chaim Vital’s words
would suggest that workings of the upper world
are synchronized with man’s actions to the point
that every action by man simultaneously affects
the workings of the upper worlds, this is not so.
If the effect is simultaneous, the Malachim would
be singing in unison with man, whereas the
Gemara clearly states that the Malachim do not sing until after [Klal]
Yisroel has sung.

The Nefesh Hachayim adds that it should come as no surprise that
Rav Chaim Vital’s language is ambiguous, because his style in writing
holy secrets was always to purposely obscure them. (See ‘Alim’ Parshas
Emor 5782, regarding concealing kabbalistic secrets from the masses.)
And although the simple reading of the Zohar would also indicate that
the Kedushah of the Malachim is simultaneous with the Kedushah of
[Klal] Yisroel, the Zohar too needs to be understood nonliterally.

However, Rav Yitzchok Sorotzkin, shlita (in Rinas Yitzchak on
Nefesh HaChaim), points out that the language of Kedushas Keser
recited by those who daven nusach Sefard would seem to reflect the
literal understanding of the Zohar and of Rav Chaim Vital’s words. The
phrase NWITP 012 TN NLA *X12P HRIW? Y DY NYYN 1NN IR implies
that they [Klal] Yisrael and the Malachim say it in unison. [See Iyun
Tefillah, Aleh Zayis edition, p. 142 for a variant of this nusach: Jnm
99X’ instead of qny oy.]

It can be suggested that the Baalei haTosfos shared this view. Since
they assumed that the Malachim were to sing simultaneously with
[Klal] Yisroel, they thought it inconceivable that the Malachim would
focus on why [Klal] Yisroel were not singing rather than ask themselves
why they were not singing.

But those who held that the Malachim begin singing only after
[Klal] Yisroel has sung felt that it makes perfect sense that the
Malachim were concerned about why [Klal] Yisroel were not singing:
because until [Klal] Yisroel had finished singing, they — the Malachim
— could not begin.






