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Repeat Performance
Rabbi Shimon Szimonowitz, Machon Aleh Zayis

One year during Kerias HalMegillah in Yeshivas Brisk, the
legendary baal korei, HaRav Tucker, had to catch his breath in the
middle of reading the names of the Aseres Bnei Haman. Since they
should be recited “b'neshimah achas,” he went back to the beginning
and repeated all the names in a single breath.

After Kerias HaMegillah, HaRav Refael Reichman, shlit’a,
approached the Rosh Yeshivah, Mori HaRav Avraham Yehoshua,
shlit’a, and said that in his opinion it was unnecessary for the baal
korei to repeat the names from the beginning. He argued that since
the halachah is that when reading the Aseres Bnei Haman even not
in one breath one is yotzei b'dieved, the reading was kosher. “Ein muhl
hut er gezugt Parshandasa, hut er shoin yotzei gevehn Parshandasa,”
he said. “If so, what does it help to go back and repeat it?”

HaRav Avraham Yehoshua smiled and replied, “No, since he
hadn’t yet completed reading the entire Megillah, we weren't yet
yotzei. It was therefore correct to go back and repeat.”

HaRav Refael Reichman and Mori Rosh HaYeshivah shlita
agreed that had the baal korei completed the
Megillah without Aseres Bnei Haman recited in
a single breath, there would be no reason to
repeat it. Even if meant that the Megillah was
not read in [chatchilah fashion, nothing would
be gained by doing so.

The assumption is that once one has
fulfilled a mitzvah, even if it was missing some
hiddurim, there is nothing to be done about
that; it’s too late.

In last week’s edition of Alim, a similar
assumption was discussed by HaRav Moshe Mendel Brus,
shlita: If someone eats breakfast on Purim morning, it is likely
that with this meal he fulfills the mitzvah of seudas Purim, so
having another seudah later with extra festivities will be in vain;
he has already fulfilled his obligation in the morning, and his
later meal will no longer be the main mitzvah of seudas Purim.

This premise—that once a person has performed a mitzvah,
even if not in a ['chatchilah fashion, it is futile to do it again with
the hiddur as he has already fulfilled his obligation—is shared
by Rabbeinu Chaim Soloveitchik zt”].

A question along these lines was once posed to Rav Chaim:
A person had two esrogim, one mehudar but of questionable
kashrus (it may have been murkav—grafted), and the other
100% kosher, but not mehudar. Which esrog should he take
first?

Rav Chaim maintained that the mehudar one should be
taken first, because if in fact it is kosher, the person fulfilled
the mitzvah with extra hiddur; if it is not kosher, he hasn’t
done the mitzvah yet, and may still take the one that is kosher
though not mehudar. If he were to take the kosher esrog first,

he certainly fulfilled the mitzvah, and it would be useless to
take the mehudar one afterward.

HaRav Moshe Schreiber pointed out that the

Chasam Sofer had a different view on this issue.
The Chasam Sofer held that the brachah should be made on the
esrog that is definitely kosher, and the mehudar esrog should be
taken afterward. This posits that one may always redo a
mitzvah in a more mehudar way.

Surprising as it may seem, this opinion is shared by quite a
few Acharonim.

The Gra in Imrei Noam writes that when someone recites
Kerias Shema without tefillin, it is as if he sacrificed a Korban
Olah without a Minchah (Brachos 14b). Therefore, says the
Gra, he should read Shema again with tefillin on, to fulfill the
mitzvah [of Kerias Shemal] k’tikkuno. It seems the Gra assumed
that although the person already fulfilled the mitzvah, just
not properly, the mitzvah may be repeated with this added
advantage.

Some Acharonim assume that a mitzvah can be repeated
even without improvements. The Bikkurei
Yaakov (X170 1n°0 011272 noon) rules that a
person who already fulfilled the mitzvah of
esrog may do it again.

The Netziv (;7 NIX 21 XNYXY AYXW pavn
X PN 727 2Pwa 2,00 1Ivn YR ATV n1n
19 11°0) says that a mitzvah repeated I'shem
mitzvah, is considered a fulfillment of the
mitzvah. For example, the Netziv says that
if someone already blew shofar, if he blows
again he has fulfilled the mitzvah again.

The Minchas Chinuch (1an mxn) writes that where the Torah
establishes a shiur for a mitzvah—for example, that mitzvas
tekias shofar is fulfilled with three teruos—if someone does
less, he has not fulfilled the mitzvah; however, if he does more,
it can be considered a mitzvah.

HaRav Moshe Schreiber shlita pointed out that the Minchas
Chinuch does not say only that one doesn’t transgress “bal
tosif” if he does more; it says that in doing so, he actually
fulfills a mitzvah again. The author of the notes to the Mechon
Yerushalayim edition of the Minchas Chinuch says the same.

Thus, from these last Acharonim it seems that not only when
one redoes a mitzvah with an additional maalah, but even if he
simply does it again, it is still considered doing the mitzvah.

According to these Acharonim, then, in the case
of Kerias HaMegillah, even if the entire Megillah was already
read, if one reads Aseres Bnei Haman again b’neshimah achas he
is fulfilling the mitzvah the right way. And the same would hold
true of the person who eats breakfast on Purim morning and
later celebrates a larger seudah with greater festivity.
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