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Excerpt from Lev Ari,
Rav Aryeh Leib Heyman's biography

menon 1oy

Rav Mordechai Eidelman, menahel of T.B.Y. Seminary, writes:

In 5751 (1991), the Gulf War was underway, and the Iraqi enemy
was threatening to bomb Eretz Yisrael. Many American yeshiva
bochurim and seminary girls returned home, either because of
their own fears, or because their parents were pressuring them to
come home.

In our seminary, only a few girls remained in the country. I
brought them to Rav Leib Heiman to hear words of encouragement.
Rav Heyman received us with his usual warmth and began to speak:

"Hashem brings tests and difficulties to remind us that Someone
is running the world. When everything goes smoothly, people are

N>0n X 150 T11°Y NYnnn

T Aoy 1190 ,1P0Woprs 2ax 310

1112N07 v ,R”70°9W Y0 17727 X730 W1 Nynw

(MwRN 1”7 X ,1) PWVITP NODA WIA N1DDINA

R1NPRAR ,NIWAN WY YV NPT TRA X°W1P2 NO0NRN YY 01127 NXR 1INNDY

M121N2 W12 11°¥NW 110 K70 KRY2 MPIP1 QYR RY1 87N NP1 NWRDY

712°72 NINODA 11D TIVA AT 102 NPWIR 1°%¥Nn1 /NCIpl AYINY anpT

910 17 27 K1 .RINN 1TV P1TPT YV 07 TNIYYW ,NO0A1 ‘01NN YW TWURIN

NMWRIN T10°1,N207A0 NX 7YY P9 NNNR TWRI 3 ,117AY%9 12’0100 NITDY
DIP217A 0110 N2 WY 07WN YW NIR Y31 109°1 YOW RN 11019 07071%Y

1191975 ,N1371 NINO0NAA 1T 127 11°XAY °TN PI91

’DINN 12N 70N 07Y YUK YR (X ,2) 11wn ORI [X
W>12 DR 121 RN NOWRTI 10 71N °No17 Y227 :(NyaIr n”7)
2212110 720 K91 P11 NAR AY2IR 130 (X ,2) R X232

10D PW DA 0271000 O DTIP D°2° NYaw” (X ,2) Xav [a
YW Ninipa w7 (Nyaw n”7) ‘01NN 1and ”invan 911
YINT PNO1T RIPR1 /101 (X ,2) 272371 1812 11D XYW 1710
27191 91029 K17

DIONRN 071X *RAW N2 210 OP2 NT711W 1%°2”7,(X,2) 102 [a
IARN OX1” (X2 177) ‘01NN 12N .”99RN KXY 0°1A1R Y90 031
7121 PPN PI0IR RIN R IRAR

12N2 191 17PN1NY N1NVID YW1 NTWY wnan” (X ,31) mnd [T
991 NNR RXHDA NPT NP VPPAY PN KYT IR” (wnan 1”7) ‘0NN
2712119RA NN

RN~ :(N21N2 N”7T) ‘01NN 12N .”°Y270 012 NRWI NY1N27 (X ,2) M0 [
2121 N21P1 YR INTD 191020 Inp X7

R'0HW 530 171 ¥"an

N1OW IRWYT PYR” (X200 077) ‘0NN 120D 703 X0ann” (x,3) 1on [
27191 NWR VI IRD WIDY 71X XY 01pnA Y91 191 V2 71 "Rl DAYD

R”N2 71N RON” :(NWRN 177) 01NN 120D /APl nWRD” L(R ,3) pPorTp [1
.27VY 1IR2NW 1101,77101

TPR” :(NY2IR 177) 701NN 120D 77191 TPR°T1 MAR NYAIR” (X ,2) Xnap 8313 [n
TR NYAIR PINPTI 10 NPT RND1T NPR1,191 KON 113 17 71N XYT RNO1T
2191 (R, 00 My1aw) 10

(951 1”7) ’0INN 12N2 /07w TNRT DPWIR TR P'an %007 ,(x,32) nnan [v
121 0w TNR1 DPWIR TNR 210 XY Pomw 9on1”

NRWYWY 710X 0°1° NWHY 072212 > 721V YW 1R 199”7 (X ,2) N1 N7y [
[awn 2272 P ,1WRIN 112072 ®KY DIAR] C0INN 10D 27191 0nRY nnol
7121 KON 0D 9102 K110 2107 Pant” (0109 n77)

NIRI1 IR ,710130 777 YY A7 1°1Y WD D0 1T 727 X7Na0 NI
120N W2 IIWRIA IR TI0° °D YV ,q011 191X VXNY
VIDA1,”71N TIRY YAND DR PPTI2 WY NYIAIRY 7MIR” (X ,2) DN 1INT,0°N0D

more likely to forget about Hashem and discard the yoke of Torah and
mitzvos, so He sends us these reminders to keep us on the right path.

"Indeed, we learn this from Parshas Beshalach. When the Bnei
Yisrael left Mitzrayim, Pharaoh and his army chased them until the
Yam Suf. The Jews saw the vast sea on one side and the Mitzriyim
approaching from the other side, so they turned to Hashem and cried
out. As the Midrash comments on the words, 'And Pharaoh drew
close' - Pharaoh drew the Jewish people closer to Hashem, because by
pursuing them, he caused them to turn to Hashem."

The Rav went on to praise the girls for remaining in Eretz Yisrael
despite the difficult situation. He added, "This is a very difficult test.
But if you pass it, you will have gained a powerful zechus for the rest
of your life."
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A Mitzvah to Work?

Rabbi Yehuda Roth, Machon Aleh Zayis

In Mechilta deRashbi we find:
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An almost identical statement in the name of Rabi Eliezer is
found in Avos deRabi Nosson (Ver. 2 Chapter 21).

Simply read, the passuk tells us that on Shabbos we are to
rest from the work that we do the other six days; yet these
Tanna’im seem to interpret Tayn 0’ NWW as a mitzvah to
work during the week. How are we to understand this midrash?

The simplest way to explain it would be to say that this is
not a midrash halachah, but a midrash in the realm of Aggadah,
expressing the importance of work. Indeed, in Avos deRabi
Nosson it is prefaced by noxbn nv171, and it appears in Avos
deRabi Nosson and in the Mechilta in the context of other
similar statements extolling the virtue and value of work.
While this might be the understanding of Rav Avraham ben
HaRambam (Shemos 20:9) the difficulty with such a reading is
the strong language used by the midrash, 110x173, which implies
that there is an actual mitzvah.

Alternatively, Rebbi and Rabi Eliezer are actually saying that
there is a mitzvah to work and perhaps we can understand
why they read the passuk this way by considering that eight
out of the nine times Shabbos is mentioned in the Torah (the
exception being Parshas Bereishis), it is preceded by a version of
T1ayn o’ nww. The passuk seems to stress the importance of
working on the first six days rather than merely explaining the
mitzvah of Shabbos.

This is not the only passuk that can be read this way. Hashem
told Adam Yoxn Y58 1an yvin Yon (Bereishis 2:17). Rasag, Ibn
Ezra and Rav Araham ben HaRambam explain that this is a
reshus. Rasag and Ibn Ezra even bring T112yn o’n> nww as proof
that the Torah will sometimes express in the language of a
commandment what is merely an introduction to a mitzvah.
However, the Radak writes that this was a mitzvah.

Similarly, we find in the mitzvah of shemittah (Shemos 23:10),
¥R Y11n 072w w. There too, Rav Avraham ben HaRambam and
the Ralbag explain that this is a reshus; but the Daas Zekeinim
brings a midrash that says it’s a mitzvah; explaining that this is
a mitzvah to work the fields of Eretz Yisrael in order to fulfill
the mitzvos of terumah and maaser.

In the parshah of ribbis the Torah says (Devarim 23:21) »1219
Twn. The Sifrei (ad loc) seems to say that this is a mitzvas aseh
to lend to a nochri with interest, but the Gemara (Bava Metzia
70b) explains it as a reshus. The Rambam, in Sefer Hamitzvos
(Aseh 198) and in Mishneh Torah (Malveh veLoveh 5:1), follows
the Sifrei. Other Rishonim disagree and follow the Gemara.
This is another example of a passuk that can be read either as

an introduction to the main mitzvah and therefore a reshus,
or as an independent mitzvah. Indeed, Rabbeinu Bachya,
disagreeing with the Rambam, compares it to T12vn 00> nVw.

Finally, it is well known that the Chizkuni (Shemos 13:6) and
the Gra (Maaseh Rav 185) held that nixn Yoxn o'’ Nyaw is a
mitzvah. Many have attempted to reconcile the Gra with the
Gemara (Pesachim 120a) that seems to clearly state that it is
only a reshus. In light of the above and many more examples, it
seems that this should depend on the general rule for reading
such pesukim. The Gemara and certain Rishonim are consistent
in reading these pesukim as a reshus (the Rambam on 7"wn »1315
seems to be an exception), while the Midrashei Halachah are
consistent that in reading these pesukim as mitzvos.

Regarding Tayn o’n’ nww, many Rishonim (Rasag, Ibn Ezra,
Rav Avraham ben HaRambam, Ralbag, Rabbeinu Bachya) take
for granted that it cannot be a mitzvah. However, the Rashbetz
in his peirush on Pirkei Avos (1:10) based on a different source
in Chazal, writes, naxYn mwyY 2»”n 011ONNY NN 19 W’ DRV,
Related to this, the Mordechai (Shabbos 258) cites Rabbeinu
Tam, who ruled that although one may not leave on a ship
three days before Shabbos unless traveling for a mitzvah, if
traveling for parnassah that would also be considered traveling
for a mitzvah. The Rema (OC 248) writes that some are lenient
and rely on Rabbeinu Tam. The Magen Avraham writes that
this is the halachah even if someone is traveling to accumulate
wealth (see also Shu”t Chasam Sofer EH 2:155), and based on
Rabbeinu Tam, says (531:7) that one may therefore leave Eretz
Yisroel for parnassah. It seems that the Mechilta could be an
early source for this novel idea.

Perhaps we can offer a third approach to explain this
Mechilta. Rav Yosef Engel (Lekach Tov 7) inquires whether one
is obligated to prepare in advance for an upcoming mitzvah. If
there is no lulav in town, does a person have to travel before
Yom Tov to procure one, or will he be considered an oness? He
then proceeds to bring fourteen proofs, many from Hilchos
Shabbos, that one does indeed have to prepare in advance.
However, earlier the Chayei Adam (NA 68:3) discussed this
question and ruled that one does not have to travel before Yom
Tov for the sake of doing a mitzvah.

How would the Chayei Adam refute Rav Yosef Engel’s proofs? I
propose the following: On Shabbos we rest from the work that we
engaged in the whole week. It follows that the zeman hamitzvah
of Shabbos is not limited to the one day as work done during the
week highlights the rest that follows. We can even categorize the
week as a hachanah or a hechsher mitzvah for Shabbos.

If the zeman hamitzvah of Shabbos is not limited to the
day itself, it makes sense that one must prepare beforehand,
because the time of the mitzvah is constantly at hand. This can
be a possible explanation of the Mechilta as well: that the work
done during the week is also part of the mitzvah of Shabbos.






