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Similarly, we find in Esther (3:7), “>’0n
970 10 119.” Ibn Ezra explains that pur is Persian. The pasuk
preserves the original term since the entire Yom Tov is called
Purim “119n nw Yp.” Still, the pasuk needs to explain in Lashon

Hakodesh that a pur is a goral.

An even more fascinating example can be found in Rashbam,
Parshas Beshalach (16:15). The pasuk says, “in TNX Y8 WX 11871
RI0 N0 T XY 72 X" Rashbam explains that 1a is Egyptian for nn.
They said to one another in Egyptian "mann hu." And the Torah
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repeated the actual term employed to explain why it was called

mann, but it was necessary to add in Lashon Hakodesh “nn 11 X573
®11.” He draws a parallel to the aforementioned example of Purim.

Esav was called Edom because of the language he used when
encountering the nazid adashim. Therefore, the Torah uses his

exact albeit non-literary language because otherwise, how

Lashon Hamikra word.

are we to understand why he was called Edom? As the pasuk
concludes, “D1TX 1MW X1p 19 Yv.” Since his exact words needed
to be quoted, the pasuk also uses "10°vn, which is not a regular
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A Rejoinder

I enjoyed Rabbi Szimonowitz's piece about lashon
Tanach/Chazal. Regarding the word olam, though, we seem
to find that even in Tanach it can refer to “world.”

Rav Meir Mazuz, in a letter published in Iggeres Malkei
Rabbanan (#108), writes that only the chokrim say that olam
in Tanach means solely “eternal,” but Chazal understood it
to mean “world” as well. He proves this from the Mishnah
(Brachos 54b) which states that “091wn w1 09190 1” refers to
the two worlds — this one and the next. He also proves this
from the pasuk, “olam chesed yibaneh,” which Chazal clearly
understood as a reference to the world (see Rashi, Vayikra
20:17).

Hatzlachah, Yosef Nochomovitz

Rabbi Szimonowitz responds:

What Rav Mazuz attributes to the chokrim is actually a
statement made by one of the great Rishonim, the Ibn Ezra. On
the pasuk in Koheles (3:11), “4n1 09 nx 03 inp31 np? Ny 590 nx
03273,” Ibn Ezra comments: “OX » Mix¥n XY X1pnn Y32 o1y nvm
n¥1nar .’

Ibn Ezra goes on to explain that Koheles is saying that “the
illusion of eternity was put into the minds of people, prompting
them to work as if they will live forever.” (He then cites other
commentaries who explain the word olam as in the language of
our forebears [11'1117p 17w X1NW 113).)

Rabbi Akiva Kaplan, shlita, of Monsey, pointed me to
another similar statement made by Ibn Ezra on the pasuk in
Tehillim (66:7), “n%iv in711232 Yyn.” Ibn Ezra comments: “071 1'X
N¥11 727 P RIpan Y1)

Regarding the proof from the pasuk (Tehillim 89:3), “now
n12> 7on,” Rav Mazuz certainly didn’t mean to dismiss Rashi’s
first pshat on the pasuk: “117 XDd TON3 N12° OYY TY NN 2.7
Accordingly, the pasuk is saying, “I thought that David’s throne
will forever be established with kindness,” and if so the word
olam means forever. Rav Mazuz was also certainly aware that
Ibn Ezra explains the pasuk “0Y1vn Tv1 09100 1n” to mean “nxi>
onxa”

All Rav Mazuz was addressing was the argument that Adon
Olam means Eternal Master, rather than Master of the Universe.
His interlocutor was positing that it must mean Eternal Master,
and Rav Mazuz responded by proving that Chazal can even
explain pesukim by employing the Lashon Chachamim version
of a word, which in this case, means translating olam as world.
To illustrate this, he points to the Mishnah which explains the
pasuk, “01wn Y1 091N 1n” as referring to the two worlds, and
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by pointing to Rashi in Vayikra who, based on Chazal, explains
“n12> Ton oY1 as referring to the world.

Rav Mazuz has a strong argument in insisting that 0y 111X
means Master of the Universe as in the Lashon Chachamim usage
of olam rather than Eternal Master as in its Lashon Hamikra
usage. If it were to mean the latter, it should have been “iTx”
rather than “i7x.” Thus, he concludes that the words Adon
Olam are meant to be understood with the Lashon Chachamim
meaning of olam rather than the Lashon Hamikra meaning.

I would like to leave the readers of Alim with the following
question. In the Alim of Parshas Shemini 5783, I suggested
that brachos which were instituted by the Anshei Knesses
Hagedolah as per Talmud Bavli (Berachos 33a), were formulated
in Lashon Hamikra since there were Nevi'im among the Anshei
Knesses Hagedolah, whereas later brachos, such as Birkas Ilanos
(ibid. 43b), were formulated in Lashon Chachamim. (See also
Alim Ekev and Re’eh 5782.) All Meforshei Hasiddur that I have
seen explain that “n%1win 79n” means the King of the World. Can
it be suggested, at least for the brachos formulated in Lashon
Hamikra, that one can add “kavanas Ha'Ibn Ezra” and also have
in mind Eternal King (much like “tv10%19751°n” [Tehillim 10:16]
or “@9 1o 0N o°pYr K1, [Yirmiyahu 10:10])?

From a dikduk perspective, the meaning King of the Universe
is more correct, but Rabbi Akiva Kaplan suggested that the
meaning Eternal King isn’t entirely wrong. Following the bare
grammatical rules, it should have been either “nv1 95n” as in
the aforementioned pesukim, or “0Y1wn 19nn,” similar to “1onn
210n,” yet it still cannot be ruled out by dikduk alone.

Last week’s article attempted to explain why the pasuk
used the word “10°v9n” even though it is not Lashon Hamikra.
Presented here is a modified explanation. I leave it to the reader
to choose which one is more compelling.

To begin, I want to introduce another instance in Toldos
where, according to Ibn Ezra, Lashon Chachamim is employed.
The pasuk says (Bereishis 26:20), “3 pyy Xan oY X171
iny 1pynn.” Ibn Ezra comments that the word pwy is Lashon
Chachamim and has no comparison in Tanach.

Chizkuni ponders why the pasuk explains the reason this well
was called Esek but does not explain why the next well was called
Sitnah. Perhaps the answer is that Esek is not Lashon Hamikra,
but as explained in the previous article, Lashon Chachamim
already existed during that time period as the spoken form of
Lashon Kodesh, not to be used in the written form of the Torah.
Accordingly, it can be suggested that Yitzchak named the well
in the vernacular, esek. Since it was an actual name, the pasuk
uses the original term, but it is necessary to explain why it was
called this way since in Lashon Hamikra it is not self-evident,
as opposed to Sitnah which is self-evident.






