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In the Alim (Parshas Noach), Rav Moshe Boruch
Kaufman commented that according to all Poskim,
elevation will affect the zman of Netz . This seems to be
at odds with Rashi (Shabbos 118b), who explains that
the people of Tiberias began Shabbos favorably early,
as they dwelled in a valley and thought that it was dark
before it actually was. Conversely, the people of Tzipori
were fortunate to observe alonger shabbos on the way
out, as from their vantage point on the mountain, it

appeared less dark than it would have on land, giving
the illusion of an extended day. The implication seems
clear: elevation may enable one to see more or less, but
the status of the zman is unaffected by that difference.
Although Rav Kaufman was discussing Netz, it would
seem that all zmanim ought to follow the same rules.
I am also curious as to why Rav Kaufman raised the
issue as to whether or not an entire city would follow
the highest elevation, as is implied from the nivreshes,

but for some reason did not circle back to the fact
that Yerushalayim had different longitudinal zones as
well, which would extend this chiddush of "greira" to
that aspect as well. It is a privilege to study Rav Moshe
Boruchs contributions on zmanim, and I hope that
they will soon be compiled in a complete sefer, to allow
readers access to all topics discussed in one place, with

more elaboration.
Burach Sehwartz
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BeHaB: Take Two

Rav Moshe Boruch Kaufman,
Machon Aleh Zayis

Inlast week’s luach zmanim and minhagim, I mentioned the minhag
to start the taaneisim and selichos of Behab this week. Rabbi Aryeh
Leib Hakohen Schwartz and Rabbi Avi Katzenstein pointed out that
this minhag was widespread in Western Europe. See Yosef Omatz,
Noheg K'tzon Yosef (Parshas Vayeira), and Koach Yehuda regarding
minhag Frankfurt; Mekor Chaim and Minhagei Vermaiza as to the
minhag in Worms and Minhagei Amsterdam. In this week’s article, we
will explain this minhag of Ashkenaz and identify its sources.

The Shulchan Aruch (O.C. 492) cites the minhag of fasting
Behab after Pesach and Sukkos. However, since Nissan and
Tishrei are months of simchah in which we do not

meant to make the fast days shorter, as the days rapidly diminish
during the month of Cheshvan. Conversely, in Iyar, where the
days lengthen rapidly, the tauaneisim are observed immediately
after Iyar begins. Especially in northern regions, delaying the
taaneisim 15 days decreases the time from Alos Hashachar until
Tzeis Hakochavim by nearly an hour! Interestingly, as a result of
readjusting the clock to standard time this week, the taanis will
end much earlier than in the previous weeks. In Khal Adas
Yereim & K’hal Adas Yeshurun, where these taaneisim are still
observed, Maharil’s reasoning would still apply.

The Maharil agrees that the fast days should
finish before Kislev. Therefore, when the 17%
of Cheshvan falls on Monday, we start the taaneisim on that
day, even though the previous Shabbos is still

fast, the Behab fasts are delayed until after the
month ends. The Rema (ibid.), as well as in Darkei
Moshe (429:4), adds that we fast immediately
after the beginning of Iyar and Cheshvan, as the
fast should take place close to Pesach and Sukkos.
Magen Avraham (#3) explains that the Rema’s
intent is to reject the minhag quoted in the name
of Ra’avyah, as well as Hagahos Minhagim in the
name of Mahari Weil (Siman 14) and Maharil
(Minhagei Shabbos Bereishis #2), that one waits
until after 17 Cheshvan to start the fasts. It is
rare for the Rema to reject these sources, as they
are usually the basis for most minhagei Ashkenaz.

Rema’s reasoning seems straightforward.
Based on Tosafos in Kiddushin (81a), Behab is
meant to atone for the aveiros that occurred over Yom Tov, and
one would expect to fast as close to Yom Tov as possible.

Shach (Y.D. 220:31) also quotes the minhag

to wait until after 17 Cheshvan to start the
Behab fasts. Their reasoning is to link the fasts of Behab with
the time when we daven for rain in Eretz Yisrael. According to
the opinion of Rabi Yose, the first rain season starts on 17
Cheshvan (ironically the same day that the Mabul started).
Since it is an auspicious time to daven for rain, we commence
Behab at that point. Another idea may be based on Taanis (7a),
where the Gemara states that when it rains it is a tremendous
eis ratzon, and we tag along our tefillos with the rain.

Shach objects to this opinion, since according to halachah,
the rain season commences on 7 Cheshvan, which is when
Eretz Yisrael begins saying V’sein tal u'matar. Therefore, Shach
concludes that we should begin Behab immediately after Rosh
Chodesh Cheshvan as the Rema rules.

Maharil (ibid) explains that delaying the fasts until
the end of Cheshvan, but still prior to Kislev, was
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before the 17" of Cheshvan. This year, the final
ta'anis (X2n2 "1w) will coincide with Erev Rosh
Chodesh Kislev—Yom Kippur Katan.

However, according to one version in sefer
Hagahos Minhagim, the fasts don’t begin until
after the 17" of Cheshvan. Therefore, in a year
when the 17% of Cheshvan is on a Monday, the
ta'aneisim are postponed another week and will
inevitably continue into the month of Kislev.

Rav Simcha Bunim Sofer zt”],

known as the Shevet Sofer,
(the Rav of Pressburg and successor of his father
the Ksav Sofer) in O.C. Siman 24, writes to the
Dayan of Nikolsburg, Rav Moshe Leib HaKohen
(a close friend and talmid of Rav Ezriel
Hildesheimer, zt”]) on this topic. The kehillah of Nikolsburg
observed Behab in the latter part of Cheshvan, and Rav Moshe
Leib wished to follow Rema, Shach and Magen Avrohom by
advancing the time to the beginning of Cheshvan. The Shevet
Sofer points out that Pressburg too follows the minhag of
Western Europe and encourages his petitioner not to change the
time honored minhag. He also quotes his grandfather, the
Chasam Sofer (#91), who didn’t want to change a pre-existing
minhag even if it seemed to be at odds with great poskim.
Certainly, in this case where many earlier poskim had the minhag
of postponing Behab until the end of Cheshvan, he says that one
should not change the minhag.

Levush (685) explains that the Shovavim-

Tat fasts observed in Ashkenaz during a
leap year are meant as a Behab for the winter aveiros. Since the
time between Sukkos and Pesach is considerably longer, an
additional cycle of Behab was observed. (See Alim Parshas
Shemos 5782 for additional reasons as to why Shovavim-Tat
was only observed in a leap year).






