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Dated Expression
Rabbi Shimon Szimonowitz, Machon Aleh Zayis

(9:n12) "21R PP 3 AN DTN OIRD 0 K1 207PON PP’ X 1WY MR
Esav said to Yaakov: “Let me gulp down some of this red, red
stuff, for I am thirsty.”

Ibn Ezra comments that the term “10°w9n” does not appear
anywhere else in Tanach. Rashilocates the term in the Mishnah
(Shabbos 24:3), where in the context of feeding animals, the
Mishnah employs the expression “Pvvon.” Why is a term that
does not appear anywhere else in Tanach used here?

Before returning to how the term “pv>v9n” made its way into
this pasuk, let us examine a rule set forth by Chazal (Chullin
137b) and cited by the HaKesav VeHakabalah
in another part of the parshah.

Yitzchok blessed Yaakov with “@7 2171”
which means “abundance of grain.” The
term rov here means “abundance of.” This
is in contradistinction with its usage in the
Mishnah and Talmud where it usually means
“majority of,” as in “19133 1217.” He quotes
Rav Wolf Heidenheim who explained that
“Lashon Torah” and “Lashon Chachamim” are
mutually exclusive. The same term can mean
one thing in Tanach, and mean something
else in the Mishnah. Rav Wolf Heidenheim
makes this point in his commentary to
Nishmas. The words “mnawnn 21121 571nnn” do
not mean that Hashem is praised with only the “majority of
praises,” rather it means that He is praised with an “abundance
of praises,” denoting all existing praises, as abundant as they
may be. Only in Lashon Chachamim can the term mean “most
of” but not “all.” (See Brachos 59b, Taanis 6b, and Ritva ibid.)

Another illustration of this principle would be the term
“n%1.” In Tanach, olam refers to eternity, yet in the language of
Chazal it can mean “world.” Another example would be “npT¥,”
which in Tanach would refer to justice, yet Chazal use it for
charity.

It is possible that Lashon Chachamim reflects a development
of language which evolved from the era of Tanach through the
era of Chazal. Being that Lashon Kodesh was a spoken language
at the time, it was subject to the evolution of language. Thus,
a word can mean one thing in Mikra, yet mean something
different in tekufas haMishnah. Perhaps the language of the
Rambam in his introduction to Sefer Hamitzvos faintly hints
at this idea. The Rambam says that he chose not to compose
his Mishneh Torah in the language of sifrei Tanach “because we

are unable nowadays to express all the laws in that parlance.”
Instead Rambam chose the language of the Mishnah which
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is “easier for most people.” The implication is that Lashon
HaMikra is “11>72 @10 1¥p,” but was once easier.

Yet this approach seems to be contradicted by the fact that
Chazal explicate pesukim based on Lashon Chachamim. On the
pasuk, “rnr 2179 "1x11” which in the language of Tanach means
he was “favored by his many brethren,” Chazal (Megillah 11a)
comment, “PNX 939 k91 PR 2119.” The term “117” is interpreted
as “most of.” If Lashon Chachamim was a later development, it
would be anachronistic to read it into the pasuk.

This lends credence to the idea that Lashon Torah and Lashon
Chachamim existed side by side. If so, what distinct function
did two the parallel forms of Lashon Hakodesh serve? Perhaps
one form was reserved for Torah She’b’ksav. The Written Torah
was given in a literary form of the language.
But since Torah She’baal Peh was not allowed
to take on a written form, the Chachamim
formulated the Mishnah using the spoken
of Lashon Kodesh, thereby
preserving its baal peh nature even after it

vernacular

was committed to writing.

According to this theory, even during
tekufas HaMikra, colloquial speech was in
Lashon HaMishnah, and only the scripture
(the only form of writings) was in Lashon
Torah.

B Chazal’s derasho can now be better
understood. Being that 111 always meant
“majority of”, at least colloquially, Chazal questioned why the
pasuk would use the potentially misleading term “rnx a11.”
They concluded that the pasuk is hinting that Mordechai was
actually only favored by “most” of them and not all of them.

This can also explain how the Torah is using the term “noyon.”
Perhaps "10°v5n1 was used colloquially, but not formally, which
is why we don’t find it anywhere else in the Torah.

But the Torah disclosed the exact term Esav used for a reason.

There is another noteworthy element in Esav's expression. It
seems Esav could not recall the correct term for nazid adashim,
and while groping for the word, he pathetically referred to it as
“the red, red stuff.” Rabbeinu Bachya refers to Esav’s manner
of speech as “kesilus” - silly speech. The Torah is stressing
Esav’s crudeness when hungry. His nefesh habahami led him to
downgrade his koach haddibbur. Stressing Esav's precise words
were crucial to convey the unsophisticated way, or kesilus, in
which he spoke when confronting his hunger. This is consistent
with his general decline in koach hadibbur to the point that he
was unable to recall the proper term for the nazid, resorting
instead to “the red, red stuff.”






