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An Eternal World

Regarding the question whether olam
means ‘eternity” or “world,” perhaps
these two are not mutually exclusive.
There are aspects of the world which are
eternal. In relation to man, the world
is eternal. The Mishnah (Chagigah 2:1)
forbids delving into “what is above the
firmament and what is below the earth,
what was before Creation, and what will
be after the end of the world.” Since the
world transcends our understanding of
time and space, it too can be referred to
as “olam,” meaning eternal.
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“Shalom Bayis” Candles

Based on Rav Pam on Tefillah
by Rabbi Sholom Smith

obw by

On Erev Shabbos Chanukah a person should preferably daven
mincha before lighting the Chanukah candles (see Mishnah
Berurah 679:2). There are two reasons for this.
Shaarei Teshuvah (ibid.) writes that since the mincha
prayer is in place of the daily afternoon sacrifice, it
should be recited before the lighting of the Chanukah
menorah, which commemorates the nightly kindling
of the Menorah which always followed the daily
afternoon sacrifice in the Beis Hamikdash. It would
also be contradictory to welcome the Shabbos with
the lighting of the menorah and then daven the
Friday mincha. What should a person do if he cannot
attend an early mincha minyan before lighting the
menorah? Should he daven mincha without a minyan
or should he light the menorah and then daven
mincha in its normal time with a minyan? This question is a
matter of dispute. Kaf HaChaim (671:79) says that mincha takes
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precedence, even if one will have to daven without a minyan.
The opinion of Kitzur Shelah is that one should not forfeit the
opportunity to daven mincha with a minyan in order for it to
precede the lighting of the menorah. Besides for the halachic
issues, there is an important ethical factor to be considered which
is often overlooked. In many homes, Erev Shabbos
Chanukah is an especially hectic day, compounded
by the fact that the Shabbos candle-lighting time
is one of the earliest of the entire year. There is
much pressure and tumult in the home, especially
when there will be relatives and guests arriving
for this festive Shabbos. Thus, while it is certainly
meritorious for one to daven mincha with a minyan
before lighting the menorah, this should not be done
at the expense of family members (i.e. one’s wife or
mother) who require help at home to prepare for
Shabbos. If going to an early minyan will cause them
difficulty or add to the stress at home, one should
rather light Chanukah candles and then daven mincha with a
minyan at the normal time.
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Where to Light?

Rav Moshe Boruch Kaufman, Machon Aleh Zayis

The Gemara (Shabbos 21b) says that one lights ner Chanukah
on the outside of the doorway of his home - yinanin’anns. One
who lives on an upper floor (i.e., an apartment building), lights
in the window facing outside - 19n2 nman. In times of sakana,
one may even light on his table. Interestingly, the common
minhagim today (outside Eretz Yisrael) are neither of these
three; rather, we find some light at a doorway inside the home
or in a window on the ground floor. What are the sources of
these minhagim?

The Tur (671) suggests that one should light in
the doorway to the home, but on the inside of the
door - D’1pan 1’2 nno. The
rationale of this minhag was to avoid the
possible sakana of lighting outside the
home, but at the same time fulfill the
concept of lighting at the doorway.
Additionally, there would be some element
of pirsumei nisa when the door opened.
Rema (671:7) says that in his time, even
following the Tur’s minhag of lighting on the
inside of the front door was dangerous, thus
the lighting was moved to any doorway in
the home - wnn o102. Rema’s minhag fulfills lighting at a door,
as the Gemara says that one should be surrounded by mitzvos
(Shabbos 22a) with the mezuzah on the right and menorah on
the left, as opposed to lighting on a table.

Magen Avraham (671 #6) is the first to mention

the option of lighting in a ground floor window.
This is the Magen Avraham’s chiddush, since the Gemara
mentions a window only in regard to one who lives on an upper
floor, and here it is extended to anyone who cannot light at a
doorway. Magen Avraham held that the pirsumei nisa of a
window would override the Rema’s minhag of lighting at a
doorway inside the home. Perhaps in the Magen Avraham’s
time, the sakana was less than by the Rema, and the window
became on option.

The Pri Megadim (ad. loc.) says that some follow Magen
Avraham’s innovation, implying that the majority do not (see
Shiurei Halachah, pg. 385). However Mishnah Berurah (#38)
and other poskim rule like Magen Avraham. Aruch Hashulchan
(#24) says that his personal practice was like Magen Avraham.
In a teshuvah to Rav Yitzchok Eizik Tirnauer, zt”l (Rav of
Cong. Shomrei Shabbos Boro Park), Rav Moshe Feinstein, zt”]
(Igeres Moshe O.C. 4:125), rules that the advantage of pirsumei
nisa overrides the advantage of lighting at the doorway. He
continues that this is in fact what his father and many others

Rav Pam
Tefillah

50 Insights nto
Heartfelt Davening

6y Rabbi Shofom Smith

in Europe did. He even advises his questionaire to follow this
practice and light at the window.

Why didn’t anyone suggest lighting in the window before
Magen Avraham?

In the times of Chazal, a chalon was

simply an opening in the wall, like a
“mini door.” Opening and closing a window meant plugging or
blocking it because of the elements. See for example Shabbos
125b, regarding 11900 ppo - stuffing a window on Shabbos.
Similarly, when Chazal say (Brachos 31a) that one should open
a window to daven, it meant “unblocking” the window, as
opposed to nowadays, where the window is always open.

For Chanukah purposes, the window would pose the same
sakana aslighting outside, asitslocation was outside. Additionally,
those inside would be exposed to the cold
“winds” and the candles would certainly
be extinguished. In the times of Magen
Avraham, glass windows were introduced,
allowing one to light “inside” in safety while
simultaneously having the benefit of pirsumei
nisa to the outside. It was this new invention
that Magen Avraham refers to.

[See also related Magen Avraham (433:4)
that says that although Shulchan Aruch
(433:1) rules that one may do bedikas
chametz by the light of the window, one may not do so by the
light of a window that has a “glass wall in it.” Maharsham (Daas
Torah 434#1) cites Daas Kedoshim that Magen Avraham is
referring to stained glass or very thick glass that blunts the
daylight and not contemporary clear thin glass. Even if the
thicker glass would interfere with bedikas chametz it was still
clear enough to see the ner Chanuka.]

Although the new window invention provided the advantage
of pirsumei nisa even for those lighting inside, it came with two
disadvantages: 1) not lighting in a doorway 2) lighting above ten
tefachim. Based on Rema (above), there is a benefit to lighting
specifically in a doorway. When one lights at the window, he
lacks this hiddur. Secondly, the Gemara (Shabbos 21b) says that
the ner should be lit within ten tefachim of the ground. Typically,
one lights candles above this height and therefore one should
light ner Chanukah at a height that is not where he normally
places his light (see Shulchan Aruch 671:6). Generally, lighting
in a window will be higher than ten tefachim from the ground.

In recent years, the glass storm door is
commonly used in homes. With this, one can
fulfill both advantages—the pirsumei nisa of a window and the
hiddur of lighting at a doorway. He can also light below ten

tefachim, which is not feasible when lighting at the window.






