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To the publishers of the Gilyon "o"5y",
Ashrecha for producing such a wonderful
weekly Gilyon which is the source of so
much Torah Learning!

In regards to the article "Precision
Placement" by Rav Szimonowitz, which
focuses on why the Rambam included the
halachos of Hallel within the Halachos
of Chanukah, Rav Szimonowitz quotes
a popular answer that the reason is
because Chanukah was established as
a time of "Hallel veHoda'ah" and Hallel
is an essential part of the Yom Tov. Rav
Szimonowitz asks on this answer that
if that is the case then why does the
Rambam not mention at all the Halachos
of Al HaNissim In Hilchos Chanukah?
Why discuss Hallel but not Hodaah?

This question however, assumes
that the term "Hodaah" is referring to
the recital of Al HaNissim, (as Rashi
there clearly explains) However, many
contemporary sefarim (including Rav
Eliyahu Baruch Finkel on Moadim page
261) are medayak from the Rambam who
writes as follows "mnon 1wpnn a1 "19m1
NYNNY 198N 0 NNNAY PIPY 1N ININRAY
n1MIn 1n3a PPyl 99 Nnnw n’ 15001 073
nnnwn 091 0% 931 0°Nan nno Yy 217v3
D10 MY MkINY mYYn”. The obvious
question is that the Rambam does not
mention Hodaah at all, only Hallel and
lighting the Neiros Chanukah. It would
seem that the Rambam argues on Rashi,
and the Rambam explains that the
Hodaah mentioned to in the Braisa is
actually referring to the Mitzvah of Ner
Chanukah which is to reveal the Nes (see
Rambam 4,12 where he writes explicitly
that the Ner Chanukah is precious
because it has in it Hodaah on the Nes).

According to this explanation there is
no basis for R Szimonowitz's question
because the Rambam does indeed include
Hodaah (which refers to the mitzvah of
Ner Chanukah) in Hilchos Chanukah.

According to this it is also understood
why the Rambam first brings the
Halachos of Hallel and only afterwards,
the Halachos of ner Chanukah (unlike the
Rif who brings hallel last) because he is
simply following the order of the Braisa.
First Hallel, then Hodaah.
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Do Dreams Come True?

Haparsha Behalacha — Rav Yissocher Frand
adapted by Rabbi Chananya Jacobson,
Machon Aleh Zayis

The Gemara (Sanhedrin 30a) says that if

a person’s deceased father appears to

him in a dream and tells him that a
specificamount of money, left in a particular place, was entrusted
to him by someone else, the son may keep it. The Shulchan Aruch
(Ch.M. 255:9) rules that one does not need to obey instructions
sent to him in a dream, despite the corroborating evidence.
Similarly, the Gemara (Gittin 52a) quotes Rabbi Meir
that dreams do not have any legal effect.

On the other hand, we find in the Torah that Yosef relied
on his dreams, and they indeed came true. Additionally,
in many places Chazal do rely on dreams. For example,
if a person was put in nidui in a dream, he must have it
revoked by ten people (Nedarim 8a, Y.D. 334:35). Tosafos
(ibid.) explain that the dream is akin to prophecy, and he
must worry about troubles befalling him until he has the
nidui removed by a bais din of ten people, which has the
presence of the shechina. We see from here that we do
need to worry about dreams, and they are not just idle imaginings.
Chazal also mention that dreams contain real messages and even
take the place of nevuah in our times (See Chagigah 5b, Berachos
55b and 57b, and Zohar Lech Lecha and Vayechi).

Based on the Gemara (Berachos 55b) that

some dreams come through malachim and
others through sheidim, the Tashbetz (2:128) suggests that we
must treat every dream as a safek. Therefore, for an issur, such as
nidui, on must be stringent, and remove the nidui. However, we
do not remove money from its chazakah based on a safek.

et n‘, Shlomo's Wisdom

Based on Rabbi Isaac Rice's elucidation of Ramban's
Introduction to the Torah
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Ramban, in his introduction to the Torah, quotes the
book Chochmas Shlomo, that Shlomo Hamelech's wisdom
was derived from the Torah. Ramban also assumes Shlomo
Hamelech authored the Book of Cures.

The Gemara (Pesachim 56a) says that this Book of Cures
existed into the times of Chizkiyahu. Rashi (Pesachim, ibid.)
says that the Book of Cures listed the remedies for all illnesses.
It was eventually hidden in order to force the Jews to rely solely
on Hashem for their healing and to pray for mercy from Him,
and not to rely on the Book of Cures.

Regarding the Ramban’s assertion that Shlomo wrote the
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The Netziv (Haaemk Sheilah, Miketz) writes that according to
the Tashbetz, if someone dreams that a particular food item is
trief, it would be prohibited, because of safek issur lechumra.

However, the wording of the Tashbetz is that “we should prohibit
it like any safek issur which can be avoided through a takana.” This
would imply that we only need to worry about it when it is similar
to a davar sheyesh lo matirin, but it is possible that for a regular isur,
such as tarfus, even the Tashbetz would allow it.

A person passed away and was buried in the

local cemetery. A few days later he appeared to
a relative in a dream and insisted that he rebury him in Eretz
Yisroel. The relative ignored the dream, but the scene
repeated itself a few days later. After a few more days
passed the same dream recurred. The relative became
nervous — perhaps he should follow the instructions in
the dream?

The Chelkas Yaakov (Y.D. 206) responded, that the
relative cannot be forced to spend money to pay the
significant expense of reinterment in Eretz Yisroel.
However, he notes that it is sometimes worthwhile to
listen to a dream even if you are not strictly required
to. He quotes a story from Sefer Chasidim about how
someone took leftover wood from a coffin and took it to make
a harp. He then had a dream in which the person who died
appeared to him and said, “If you make a musical instrument
out of my coffin, I will have my revenge!” The man ignored
the dream and made the harp. He appeared to him again and
told him to break the harp. Again, he refused. Soon, this man
became ill, and his situation began to deteriorate. As it got
worse his son took the harp to the deceased’s grave and broke
it to pieces. Soon after his father recovered. The Chelkas Yaakov
draws from here that one should not completely ignore dreams,
and therefore it is appropriate to sponsor the reburial.

Book of Cures, see Otzar Hayedios (Rabbi Yechiel Michel Stern,
vol. 7 pg. 374-375) which collects different opinions regarding
its authorship: “Yalkut Reuveni (Bereishis pg. 53a) writes that
there was an angel in Gan Eden who revealed the Book of Cures
to Adam. The Tashbetz (447) writes that the smell on the ark
was so bad that it made Noach and his family ill. An illness
which was compounded by the shedim (demons) that were
aboard with them. To cure them, an angel took the Book of
Cures from Gan Eden and taught its contents to one of Noach’s
sons. Teshuvos HaRashba (1:413) writes that Shlomo wrote
the Book of Cures.” It is not surprising that the Rashba follows
the approach of his rebbi, the Ramban. However, Rabbi Shaya
Lefkowitz pointed out to this author that uncharacteristically
Rabbi Stern omitted the opinion of the Ramban regarding the
authorship of the Book of Cures.
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