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Dog-Related Questions
Based on Clear and Concise Halachos
by Rabbi Shimon Frank
Dogs are amazing creatures, with a unique
nature. The Maharsha (Sanhedrin 97a) writes that a dog is called
195 (kelev) because it is “P1TRY 1IR1129 1913 73,” devoted and loyal
to its master, with all his heart. [Editor's note:
Regarding the permissibility of keeping a dog for
recreational purposes see article on page 3.]
However, those who have dogs must be aware
of a variety of halachos that pertain to owning
these animals.

Is one allowed to feed his dog any type of
dog food, or must it be kosher?

The dog’s food does not need to be kosher.
However, the food may not contain combinations
of milk and meat from a kosher animal,
because one may not derive benefit from such
combinations. So, check the ingredients: If the label includes
milk, casein, or whey along with meat, beef, or animal fat, it
may be a problem.
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Are pet dogs muktzeh on Shabbos?

The Shulchan Aruch writes that animals are muktzeh,
without differentiating between farm animals and household
pets. However, other Poskim do differentiate, saying that
household pets are not muktzeh because their purpose is to
provide enjoyment for the owner. Although one should follow
the majority of Poskim and not carry or move pets on Shabbos,
those who are lenient have whom to rely on.
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Fasting on Erev Shabbos - Taanis Esther on Thursday

Rabbi Kaufman’s recent article about when people may fast
on Fridays was really interesting. He mentioned that when
a bris occurs on a Taanis Esther mukdam (on Thursday, as it
will this year), the baalei bris fast on Friday. According to the
Mishnah Berurah (686:7) though, the baalei bris don’t have to
make up the fast; only the other people who eat at the bris have
to fast on Friday.

Mordechar Waintwan

Rabbi Kaufman responds: Although the Mishnah Berurah
says, based on the Taz, that the baalei bris may eat on Thursday
and need not make up the fast, the Rema would not agree to

& Concise
HALACHOS

BU RSB SHIMONFRAR |
i B

o

Rav Elya Lopian feeding a cat
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Is one allowed to stroke a dog on Shabbos, or does he need
to be concerned that stroking will pull out hairs, transgressing
the prohibition of Shearing?

If hair consistently comes out when stroking the dog, it
is forbidden. If hair comes out only occasionally, stroking it is
permitted.
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Must one feed his dog who is ready to eat
before eating his own breakfast?
Yes! The Gemara (Brachos 40a) derives from
a pasuk that one is obligated to feed his animal
before he himself eats. (This halachah applies
only to food, not to drink; one may drink before
watering his animal.)
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Is one allowed to bring his animal to the vet for him to be
mesares it?

It is forbidden to neuter a pet oneself, but there are ways of
getting the pet neutered without transgressing the prohibition.
Some say to sell the pet to a non-Jew (or vet) and have him
neuter it. Others say that it’s best to sell it to a non-Jew and have
that non-Jew give it to another non-Jew to have it neutered.
One should consult a competent Rov for the best option.
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that leniency. The source for the Mishnah Berurah is the Chayei
Odom (155:3), who himself makes this cheshbon. According to the
Taz, the fast is on Thursday and there is no concept of fasting on
Friday if someone - like the baalei bris — was exempt on Thursday.
However, Rema holds that Thursday is simply the best day to have
a taanis, as it is closest to Purim. Therefore; when baalei bris eat
on that day, they have to make up for it by fasting on Friday. Even
the Taz agrees with this regarding the guests who eat at the bris.

This discussion isn’t relevant today, especially when the bris
is performed at the end of the day, as the heter for the baal bris
applies only after the milah. The minhag seems to be that even
baalei bris fast on Thursday (even when the bris is performed
early in the day).
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