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Pharaoh’s Mission
Rabbi Shimon Szimonowitz, Machon Aleh Zayis

A Galilean min said to the Perushim: I have a complaint against you,
Perushim, for you write the name of the ruler together with the name of Moshe
on a bill of divorce, a get (Meseches Yadayim 4:8). The Perushim date a get
according to the year of the ruler’s reign, and at the end write “According to the
law of Moshe and Yisrael.” The min meant that it is disrespectful to Moshe to
mention his name together with the name of the ruler.

The Perushim responded: We have
a similar complaint against you,
for you write the name of the ruler
together with the name of Hashem on
the page [of a Torah scroll]. Not only
that, but you write the name of the
ruler on top and the Name of Hashem
beneath it. As it says (Shemos 5:2):
And Pharaoh said, “Who is Hashem
that I should listen to His voice to
send out Yisrael?” If you consider it disrespectful to mention Moshe’s name
together with the name of the ruler, kal vachomer it is disrespectful to mention
Hashem’s Name after the name of the ruler.

The Mishnah concludes: And when Pharaoh was smitten by the plagues,
what did he say? He said (Shemos 9:27): Hashem is the righteous One, and I
and my people are the wicked ones. This was not part of the debate; the Mishnah
mentions it to end the mesechta on a positive note (commentaries).

During the eras of Chazal and
the Geonim, we rarely find people
named Moshe; perhaps a certain
level of divinity was attributed to
his name, holding Klal Yisrael back
from giving it to their children.
Only from the time of the Rambam
did Moshe became a popular name.

The Chasam Sofer suggests that perhaps the conclusion is in
fact connected to the central discussion, a proposition we will
examine after explaining a basic premise.

Before the makkah of Barad, Hashem tells

Pharaoh through Moshe that Pharaoh could
easily have been eliminated during the Dever, because it would
be natural for the plague that affected the
animals to affect humans as well. “DY1x1
1Yn21°Nd NX INXRIN 112V NTAYA NRT 112v3
YR 9911w 100” (Shemos 9:16). However,
for this have I let you endure, in order to
show you My strength and so that you
declare My Name throughout the world -
Pharaoh was spared in order for him to go
on a mission proclaiming the greatness of
Hashem.

At the Yam Suf it says (Shemos 14:28),
“IV D2 IRV1 RY ...1370 DX 10271 AN 1271
TNR.” And the waters returned and covered
the chariots and the horsemen, the entire
force of Pharaoh coming after them into the sea; not even one of
them remained. This can be understood as “no one survived
except one.” The Mechilta cites an opinion that the one person
who survived was Pharaoh, who lived on in order to tell the
tale: “yaxn Y21 'nw oo Wwn1.” The Seforno says that Pharaoh
was spared so that he would repent and travel around telling
his story, convincing many to mend their ways and become
better people. He writes, “1yn 2wn ova1.”

Rav Dessler zatzal

But there is another opinion in the Mechilta that no Mitzri
survived Krias Yam Suf, not even Pharaoh. This is supported by
the pasuk in Tehillim that we say in davening, “1m11 XY onn Tnx,”
not even one remained. Ibn Ezra says that accordingly, “jynb
"nw 190” is to be read “in order for My Name to be declared”;
Pharaoh was eliminated at the Yam Suf and would not declare
about Hashem, but his story would serve as the impetus for
others to declare about Hashem.

And in fact, for millennia we repeat the story of Hashem’s
power, the miracles He performed, and the plagues he inflicted
upon Pharaoh. We briefly mention Yetzias Mitzrayim daily, and
at length on Pesach.

His story is also known to the entire world. The Ohr Hachaim
writes of a great king — perhaps of Morocco — who proclaimed
that if the Jewish Messiah would come and perform miracles,
he would not make the same mistake that Pharaoh made by
defying him; he would cooperate with the Messiah!

Whether Pharaoh ultimately did do

teshuvah, as Seforno suggests, or whether
he perished in the Yam Suf, as Ibn Ezra assumes, either way the
end result was “yIxn Y51 °nw 100 wnY.”

It is the mission of every person to effect kevod Shamayim
in this world. Rav Dessler (Michtav M’Eliyahu, Chelek 4) says
that this applies even to evil people. Elisha gave Geichazi the
task of being mechayeh the dead son of the Ishah Hashunamis,
which would result in kevod Shamayim. Geichazi could have
fulfilled his mission with purity and sanctity, but he chose to be
evil. The mission was still accomplished, only instead of being
rewarded for it, Geichazi lost his portion
in the World to Come (Mishnah Sanhedrin
10:2).

The Chasam Sofer makes a similar
point about Haman. Though he himself
was evil, his story ultimately promoted
great kevod Shamayim.

The Galilean heretic

(above) complained
about Moshe being mentioned in a get
side by side with a gentile king. The
Perushim responded that the gentile king
serves a purpose here too: In no way is he
equated with Moshe Rabbeinu, but he is needed to make that
get.

Pharaoh had a role to play, and thus his name appears even
before Hashem’s name. To illustrate this further, the Mishnah
adds that when Pharaoh was smitten he said, “Hashem
Hatzaddik.” This demonstrates that Pharaoh, lowly as he was,
was the vehicle through which the message “Hashem Hatzaddik”
was transmitted.






