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Seasonal Gifting
Based on The Halachos of Hired Help in the Home by
Rabbi Menachem Abramson

Itis permitted to give anon-Jewish employeea
gift on his holiday nowadays, but it is preferable
to give the gift before the holiday or after it.

The Shulchan Aruch (YD 148:5) writes that it is
forbidden to give an idolater a gift on his holiday,
because receiving a gift could lead him to thank
his deity for it, and a Jew should not
cause that. However, the Shulchan
Aruch and Rama (ibid 12) state that
today, when non-Jews are generally
not attached to idol-worship, this is
not a concern. Rama adds that it is
nevertheless preferable to give the
gift before or after the holiday, if this
can be accomplished without causing
the non-Jew to harbor animosity.

Obviously, this
relevant only when the concern of

discussion is

lo sechaneim is not applicable; as for
example, when the non-Jew is the
Jew’s employee, or if giving the gift
can benefit another Jew in the future.

Seasonal Greeting

Based on Oholei Yaakov and other seforim

The Apter Rov, the “Oheiv Yisrael” used to bless people on the secular
New Year “From now on, there should be a good year for Klal Yisrael!”

Rav Yaakov Friedman of Husiatyn (Oholei Yaakov Shemos 5703)
explained the reasoning behind the Apter Rov’s unique blessing:

When we cry out to Hashem on Rosh Hashanah “Chadeish aleinu
shanah tovah,” our cries are not always accepted, because of various
kitrugim. However, when the secular new year arrives, the difference

between how Jews celebrate Rosh Hashanah
compared to how the nations celebrate New Year’s
becomes clear, and this difference is a zechus
that destroys the kitrugim, so our tefillos of Rosh
Hashanah can now be accepted.

Similarly, some explain the pasuk 11331 MDD 'n
(1,070 »YNN) DY to mean, that Hashem will count
our tefillos according to the calendar of the nations.

Interestingly, Zos Chanukah will many times
coincide with the secular New Year. The Chassidic
masters who mention Zos Chanukah as a final time
of judgement may have also hinted to this idea as
an additional limud zechus for Klal Yisrael at this
auspicious time. See "Yaffah Sichasan" where Rav
Elchonon Halpern zatzal of London makes this
connection.

Rav Yaakov Friedman of Husiatyn
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Based on Am Levadad Yishkon by Rabbi Yosef Weiner,
Adapted by Rabbi Pesach Kahan

The upcoming non-Jewish holiday of New Year’s on January
1st originates from avodah zarah. Typically, all celebration
and practices of such holidays should be prohibited. Even the
authorities who allow the celebration of Thanksgiving, which
is not based on avodah zarah, did not allow the celebration of
New Year’s, which is.

Even so, it would seem that Igros Moshe does not classify
New Year’s as a holiday of avodah zarah.

Igros Moshe (Even Ha'ezer 2, 13) prohibits festivities on non-
Jewish holidays based on avodah zarah. Even if the festivities
are not meant to celebrate the holiday, it is still prohibited
because of mar’is ayin; it gives the appearance of celebrating
the holiday. (This does not extend to a seudas mitzvah whose
designated time is on the holiday, e.g., a bris milah or a pidyon
haben; but one should try to postpone a seudas mitzvah that
is not tied down to that day, e.g., a bar mitzvah or a wedding.)

Still, Igros Moshe excludes New Year’s and Thanksgiving from
the above designation; permitting festivities on those days,

although a baal nefesh should be machmir. This would seem
to imply that New Year’s is not considered a holiday based on
avodah zarah, and it would be permitted to celebrate it.

However, upon closer inspection, it is probable that Igros
Moshe does not allow actual celebration of New Year’s, since
clearly it does originate from avodah zarah. Rather, he allows
festivities not connected to New Year’s, and does not consider
it to be mar’is ayin. This can be gleaned from the original
question that the Igros Moshe was addressing which can be
found in Yagel Yaakov (p. 235), which was regarding holding a
party that is not in celebration of the holiday.

This also seems evident from Igros Moshe elsewhere (Orach
Chaim 5, 20:6), where he clearly makes this distinction
regarding Thanksgiving. One may not hold a party celebrating
Thanksgiving, but one may make a bar mitzvah or a wedding on
Thanksgiving, although a baal nefesh should be machmir.

Possibly, holding a celebration on New Year’s is not mar’is
ayin because New Year’s is not understood by most people to
be a holiday of avodah zarah. Therefore, it does not appear
that one is celebrating avodah zarah by holding festivities on

that day.






