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Sin & Clothes

Rabbi Shimon Szimonowitz, Machon Aleh Zayis

The Baal HaTurim points out that from his birth to his
petirah, Moshe Rabbeinu’s name appears in every parshah of
the Torah except one: Parshas Tetzaveh. Moshe said, X1 >1nn
nand IwR Jwon - “..please erase me from the sefer which You
have written (the Torah)” (Shemos 32:32), and 19°5x Ddn NY9p
nR2 RN ORINYY - the curse of a chacham, even if conditional, will
have an effect (Makkos 11a); but why is Moshe’s name omitted
specifically from Parshas Tetzaveh?

When Adam Harishon

was forbidden to eat
from the Eitz HaDaas the passuk says, 210 V11 ...1111 02YOK 0172
11 — “On the day that you eat from the Eitz Hadaas, you will
possess the knowledge of good and bad” (Bereishis 3:5).

The Rambam (Moreh Nevuchim 1:2) was asked: If before
Adam and Chavah ate from the Eitz HaDaas they were unable to
differentiate between tov v'ra, good and bad, and only afterward
they acquired this skill, it would seem that they were lacking in
intellect; how can it be that 10w1xVIN - they gained from the sin?

The Rambam answered that there is a fundamental difference
between right-and-wrong or true-and-false vs. good-and-bad
(or nice-and-ugly). 2+2=4 is true, 2+1=4 is false. One cannot
say that 2+1=4 is bad (or ugly); it is just false. That is the value
system of pure emes and sheker.

On the other hand, being inappropriately clad is bad;
dressing appropriately is good. The value system of tov v'ra is
not rooted in pure logic and is fundamentally different than
emes v'sheker (see my article in Alim Parshas Yisro of this year).

Before the sin of the Eitz HaDaas, man was meant to be of pure
intellect — possessor of the knowledge of true and false. Man’s
single focus was on the ultimate truth: Hashem echad. But after
eating from the Eitz HaDaas, the more external and subjective
value system of tov v'ra, good and bad, came into existence.

Only then did Adam and Chavah become aware that they
were 0’111V — unclothed. This hadn’t been a problem when the
only value system that existed was “true vs. false,” as nakedness
is not false. But with the new value system of “good vs. bad,”
in which things were suddenly evaluated as appropriate and
beautiful vs. inappropriate and ugly, the need for clothes arose,
and Hashem made 11y nmind to cover Adam and Chava. (For
fuller understanding of this concept, the reader is advised to
study the second chapter of the Moreh Nevuchim.)

Interestingly, the word T3, clothing, has the same root as
n71°23, betrayal, because the necessity for clothes was the result
of a betrayal.

When Noach emerged
from the teivah, his
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situation was akin to that of Adam HaRishon before the cheit:
it was effectively a new world, from which all ra had been
eradicated. But when he committed a sin analogous to eating
from the Eitz HaDaas (he became inebriated) there was a 11971
n17. Cham alerted Shem and Yafes, and they covered Noach.
Once again, sin brought out the need for covering n17.

When Noach was sober again, he declared, “no’> m’pHx no
ow *9nxa 110w (Bereishis 9:27) — Yafes will be rewarded with
beauty, but Hashem would dwell in the tents of Shem — in the Beis
Hamikdash. The need for beauty arose after the cheit. Beauty is
not true or false and has no place in the world of pure intellect;
but in a value system of tov vs. ra it can be said X1 X1 N1V 2.

After Matan Torah, Hashem said

about Bnei Yisrael, o’nYx "nanx "X
03912 11°9Y 111 onR (Tehillim 82:7); that again the opportunity
had arisen to return to G-dliness, to pure intellect, to the
system of emes vs. sheker. But when they sinned with the eigel,
looking for an animate object to attach themselves to and
about to do it in a forbidden way, they descended once again
into the value system of tov vs. ra. The result was the need to
build a tangible Mishkan with gold and silver, splendor and
beauty. As the Rambam says, the Mishkan (and the Beis
Hamikdash) were meant to inspire awe when their visitors
would see such a magnificent, majestic sight.

Thus, according to many Rishonim, the Mishkan was to be
an antidote to cheit ha'eigel.

And the function of the bigdei kehunah — nIkonY1 T110Y — was
similar. Just as there was a need for clothing to dress Adam
HaRishon and a need to cover Noach, here too, there was a
specific need for clothes — special, beautiful clothes. The Ramban
(28:2) says that the kohanim wore the same clothes as the royals
of Biblical times. The beauty of their majestic clothes inspired
awe and impressed upon the people oW *5nR1 119w ND"Y PHR NO".

Aharon, the kohen gadol, because he had played an important
role in cheit ha'eigel, was given an even higher level of beautiful
clothes: the bigdei zahav. On Yom Kippur, though, when the
kohen gadol went 0°1991°19% into the Kodesh Kodoshim, he didn’t
wear the bigdei zahav, but simple bigdei lavan; since golden
garments were necessary because of cheit ha'eigel, wearing
them would be a reminder of the cheit, and 711210 WY1 1MVP PR
— the prosecutor doesn’t become the defender.

Only those associated with nma1 (betrayal) — Adam HaRishon,
Noach, and Aharon HaKohen, each in his own generation - had
the need for special 0>112. So when Moshe Rabbeinu did the avodah
during shivas yemei hamelu’im, he wore a 129 mn — (just) a white
robe, none of the special clothes of the kohanim. Since he had had
no part in cheit haeigel, he had no need for these extra clothes
NIRON1 112139, and therefore it is in Tetzaveh, the parshah of bigdei
kehunah, that his name does not appear.




