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Regarding Rav Yonason Shteif’s
interesting source for the idea of
vaccination in Chazal (Alim Mishpatim),
there is a theory that Louis Pasteur,
who developed the vaccine for rabies
(which uses rabies virus itself to generate
immunity) got the idea from the Mishna
(Yoma 83a) which permits a victim of
a kelev shoteh to eat the liver of the
infected dog as a treatment. Pasteur may
have read this in a French translation of
Gemara Yoma by Yisroel Rabinowicz, who
also wrote La Médicine du Talmud.

Lward Feiohman, MD
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Regarding the calculation of Mean Time, I
stand corrected that it was primarily made
for astronomic reasons, not religious ones.
But that does not change the main issue
at hand. Mean Time is a fictitious time,
calculated as if the sun were traveling on
an average path. Though this unobservable
idea gives us a uniform time for our day-to-
day use, it is hard to believe that this is the
time to be used for Halachic rulings. It can
be assumed that for those who understand
that a fixed 24-hour day should be used
Halachically, a designated single day as the
original base is required, and from there
we compute 24 hours onward.

Rabbi Arye Leib Schreiber (left) with the Rosh Yeshivah
Rav Malkiel Kotler and the Toldos Aharon Rebbe

The most logical starting basis to use,
would be the Spring Equinox, Tekufas
Nissan, as that is the starting point we use
for Birkas Hachama, for it was the time
of Creation (in regards to Tekufos). That
would give us Solar Noon at about 12:07,
meaning a +7-minute adjustment to our
Mean Time. As this seems too lopsided,
I suggested in my previous letter that
the correct basis to use may be Tekufas
Teves, the Winter Solstice, for it has the
additional rationale that it is the median
of all the noons of the year, as noon varies
15 minutes before it, and 15 minutes after
it. This will mean a -1-minute adjustment
to our Mean Time.

Based on this, I was correct in stating
in my previous letter, that for calculations
of the Molad and Tekufa, this additional

adjustment has to be added to the
standard time adjustment. Just as the 21
minutes of the Standard Time adjustment
must be calculated, so too the 1 minute of
the Mean Time adjustment.

In truth, I feel that this fact that the
definition of Halachic Mean Time is so
unclear, gives much credence to the idea
that the noon to be used for Halachic
calculation, is each day’s solar noon,
Chatzos. That is how it is described in the
L'vush end of Siman 428 (see Tzemach
Tzedek, Kruchmal, 14), and how it was
universally understood in earlier days.
Therefore, we should calculate the Molad,
Tekufos, and the Sixth Hour from each
day’s Chatzos, and I believe that the Luach
Dvar Yom provides this zman too.

/4/‘%@ /&/Z &é/‘@/Z@I‘

Editor's note: This letter as well as two
other letters (published in the digital edition),
supporting Rabbi  Schreiber's position
were shown to Rabbi Braunfeld and Rabbi
Herschfeld and they remain adamant in their
position. Rabbi Braunfeld also pointed out
that this novel method proposed by Rabbi
Schreiber to calculate halachik "real time"
based on Winter Solstice and Median Time is
not found in the sources.
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Rabbi Braunfeld is right that Rabbi
Schreiber is mistaken, albeit for a reason
very different from the one presented in
his article.

Rabbi Braunfeld wrote the following
perplexing statement: “To figure out the
time of the actual solar noon one must then
calculate how much time before or after the
average solar noon it takes place. These are
the only adjustments required; no additional
1-minute adjustment is necessary.”

Rabbi Braunfeld fails to explain the
calculation for how much before or after
the average solar noon the real solar noon
takesplace. If one figures out the solarnoon
astronomically, all mean time calculations
and adjustments are irrelevant.

Rabbi  Schreiber,
intended to figure out solar noon. Rather,
he was referring to “real time”, which
is otherwise known as numw myw. As
mentioned explicitly by Rabbi Shreiber
this has direct implications on the minhag
not to say kiddush between 6 and 7. On the
front page of 0%y there is a listing for the
time of 0’18 Y11 in which Rabbi Kaufman

however, never

cites a "D 1mR 0" of 5:57-6:57. This seems
to be based on the standard time of 6-7 in
Lakewood after adjusting for time zones.
If Rabbi Schreiber’s theory is correct an
additional adjustment is necessary.

Perhaps Rabbi Braunfel is inclined
to believe that nmw nww should not be
calculated based on a consistent “real time”;
rather each day should be readjusted based
on the mixn (solar noon) of that day. This is
the first opinion cited in the aforementioned
oYY zmanim MY which lists o™Rn Y for
this past week as 6:11-7:11.

However, truth be told, regardless of
whether we accept Rabbi Braunfeld’s or
Rabbi Schreiber’s explanation of standard
time, there is no reason to assume that
it is aligned with halachic “real time”. It
is unlikely that halachic “real time” has
anything to do with the average solar
noon, or the solstice, and any claim that
they coincide with each other would need
to be substantiated.

It is unclear what, indeed, halachic “real
time” is based on. Some say that it is based
on the halachic vernal equinox (jo’1 no1pn

according to Y81mw) which is April 8-9 (v
,39 ’Yil R”VY1 0 NI21WN *pod1 1Y 'y N1 vy
n1raY ony mY v*v1). This is approximately
one minute later than today's standard
time before time zones. Since this is more
plausible than the other options (and
closer to the accepted minhag of 6-7 on our
clocks) perhaps it would be more prudent
for 09y to list this zman. (However, the
Minchas Elazar - OC 69 seems to concur
with the time listed in 0"5y.)

Moshe Sohachner

* % %k

Rabbi Schreiber was referring only to
zemanim that are given in real time such
as not to make kiddush between 6:00-
7:00 pm (for those who don't calculate
zemaniyos for this halachah). To find the
real time one would add a certain amount
of time for the time zone and another
minute for the reason mentioned by
Rabbi Schreiber.This would also apply to
the molad which is given in real time and is
following a chart which was written long
before the current clock was established.

Leib Shmaelovite
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Rabbi Yehuda Roth, Machon Aleh Zayis

(79 ,03) A°NID1 N°INDI DY TP'WH 0°YA3 AYAIN 1IN

Issi Ben Yehudah said: Five pesukim cannot be decided (ein lahem

hechrein): “se’eis” (Bereishis 4:17), “meshukadim” (Shemos 25:34),

“machar” (ibid 17:9), “arur” (Bereshis 49:7), “v’kam” (Devorim
31:16). (Yoma 52a-b)

Rashi explains that that the position of these words in the
order of the pasuk is unclear. The word “seeis” could be the final
word of the prior phrase (“if you improve, you will be forgiven”)
or the first word of the following phrase (“you will bear your sin
if you do not improve”). “Meshukadim” could refer either to the
four preceding cups or to the subsequent knobs and flowers.
“Machar” could mean that Yehoshua should
fight the next day or that Moshe would ascend
the mountain the next day. “Arur” could be the
end of the prior verse, referring to the cursed
ox they uprooted, or the beginning of that
verse, meaning “the cursed anger.” “V’kam”
could refer to Moshe’s resurrection after
death, as a continuation of the prior phrase,
or that the nation will rise up after his death.

Tosfos questions why the Gemara doesn’t
list the pesukim in order. Yet Tosfos (Avodah
Zarah 20b) themselves list them in an
entirely different order, adding mna yrom
1”Rw 0”1, and in Chullin (114b) Tosfos uses
yet another order. The Chasam Sofer (Chullin
ibid.) explains that in Chullin, Tosfos lists
them in an order that provides the mnemonic "nx nw". As to
the mysterious siman in Tosfos Avodah Zarah, the Chasam Sofer
writes that in his youth he suggested that 1"8w n"n is actually the
French expression “c'est tout la meme chose,” as when somebody
can’t decide (¥19n 19 R) on a particular meaning, he might say
“it’s all the same thing.” [See Chut Hameshulesh that the Chasam
Sofer studied in his youth with a French officer.]

Although the Gemara doesn’t ultimately decide how to read
these pesukim, according to taamei hamikra there seems to be
no doubt. Ritva (Yoma ibid) notes this, and explains that these
pesukim can’t be understood based on the words themselves,
without the taamim. This is implied in the girsa which appears
in the Mechilta (Mesechta d’Amalek) vy13n nminanna 7 (see also
Rabbeinu Chananel and Dikdukei Sofrim). The Avkas Rochel (4)
and Maharsha suggest that we can’t be certain that our trop is
necessarily correct; in fact, there are many differences between
the minhagim of Bavel and Eretz and between Ben Naftali and
Ben Asher. This view is shared by the Magen Avraham (32:45)
and other Acharonim. Indeed, the Shaar Ephraim (3:15) writes
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that the baal korei should read these pesukim without stopping
at the asnachta, since we don’t know the correct taamim.

Rashi in his commentary on these pesukim does not mention
the Gemara and instead explains all these difficulties except
“meshukadim.” Maharsha explains that Rashi is not actually
deciding how to read these pesukim, but how to explain them
according to the simplest pshat; “meshukadim” alone has no
obvious pshat. According to Ritva, a much simpler explanation is
that Rashi follows the taamim (and Onkelos) in each of these cases
except “meshukadim,” the reason for this exception is provided by
the Yad Malachi (Klalei HaTalmud 278), who notes that the trop
for “meshukadim” does not provide any clarity. Under “gevi’im” is
an asnachta, but the trop on “meshukadim” is a zakef katan, also a
stop, and therefore it is not necessarily connected to the following
words. The Chasdei Dovid (Menachos 6:6) disagrees, arguing that
even if a zakef katan is a stop it’s not a full
stop such as an asnachta; therefore the
asnachta preceding the zakef katan implies
that the second half of the pasuk is all
connected. It is possible that the Yad Malachi
also agrees that “meshukadim” is connected
to the second half of the pasuk; his point was
that as long as meshukadim also has a stop it
stands alone, it can be read as referring only
to the knobs and flowers, or as referring to
the cups as well. Indeed, the Chasdei Dovid
himself in his Maskil L'Dovid explains Rashi
similarly.

Rambam in Hilchos Beis HaBechirah (3:2)
rules that all elements of the Menorah
should be meshukadim. Mahari Kurkos and
the Kesef Mishnah question why Rambam ignores the Gemara.
Mahari Kurkos suggests that Rambam must mean that due to
the safek we should be machmir and make them all meshukadim.
According to the above it seems reasonable to suggest that the
Rambam read the zakef katan as signifying that “meshukadim”
is referring to both the cups and the knobs and flowers.

Perhaps we can offer another explanation in line with the
Avkas Rochel and Maharsha. Tosfos points out that Chazal often
darshen a word as referring to two pesukim (199 wIT1 Xpn
InxY1). Tosfos therefore asks why we can’t simply say that in all
five pesukim that both readings are true. Perhaps we can answer
that Issi Ben Yehudah is dealing in simple pshat while Chazal are
darshening halachos. Rambam may have understood that as a
matter of halachah everything should be meshukadim based on
the klal PanxY1 17195 W11 ’KpN, while Issi Ben Yehuda’s question
was how to read the pasuk. This can explain why Rav Avraham
Ben HaRambam discusses “meshukadim” only in the context of
the gevi'im, but then cites his father in Mishneh Torah (See Rabbi
Moshe Maimon's notes in the Aleh Zayis Edition ad loc).
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