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In Rabbi Moshe Baruch Kaufman's
fascinating article published in Alim
Va'eira 5783, he discusses the 21-minute
adjustment from standard (Cairo) time
to local (Yerushalayim) time.
Yerushalayim is located 35.24 degrees
east of Greenwich, it is 5.24 degrees east
of the 30-degree time zone; with each
degree equal to 4 minutes, the adjustment
adds up to just under 21 minutes.

What is interesting is that in all
locations, after adjustment to local time,
the resulting noon is one minute off the
expected 12:00 and will occur at 11:59
A.M.. To illustrate this in our clocks, on
the winter solstice (Dec. 22) noon is at
11:59 a.m., again one minute off.

Rabbi Uri Weinberg zt”] of Yerushalayim
refused to use the European clock, our
time system, explaining to my brother
that the European clock was adjusted so
that midnight occurs at exactly 12 a.m.
on the eve of December 25, the secular
holiday, whereas it really should be set
with midnight at 12 a.m. on the day of the
solstice, Dec. 22. This tinkering resulted in
a shift of the entire time system by over
one minute; meaning that 11:44 is really
11:45, 12:14 is really 12:15, and 11:59 is
really 12:00. (Rabbi Weinberg himself used
Arabic solar time instead — YXW? YR 1IYW).

So to adjust to true Jerusalem local
time, we have to deduct not only the 21
minutes we started with (above) but also
the one minute that was added to the
European clock, for a total of 22 minutes.
This should be taken into consideration
for dinim and minhagim that are based on
real time. For example, the minhag of not
making leil Shabbos kiddush between 6:00
and 7:00 p.m. (see the Magen Avrohom
271-1) should be adjusted for local time
plus the additional 1 to 2 minutes.
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Etched in the Heart

Rabbi Shimon Szimonowitz, Machon Aleh Zayis
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The Rambam (Moreh Nevuchim 2:33, cited by Ramban,
Shemos 20:16) writes:

What Moshe experienced on Har Sinai was different from that
which was experienced by the other Bnei Yisroel, for Moshe alone
heard the actual words of Hashem, whereas the people heard only
the mighty sound, not distinct words. That which Chazal say, that
the Bnei Yisroel heard the first and
the second Dibros from Hashem,
[does not mean that they heard the
actual words of the Dibros, it just
means that] they learned the truth of
the principles contained in these two
Dibros independently of Moshe, and
not through Moshe. For these two
principles the existence of Hashem
[...7775x ' 2218,] and His Unity [R5
.. 72 iviv’], can be arrived at by means
of reasoning, and whatever can be
established by proof is known by the Navi in the same way as by
any other person; he has no advantage in this respect. These two
principles were not known through prophecy alone. But the rest of
the Aseres HaDibros are of an ethical character, and do not contain
truths perceived by the intellect.

Rambam is drawing a distinction between the first two of
the Aseres HaDibros, which can be understood through logic,
and the remaining eight, which are not based on logic. He
maintains that the later Dibros, including those forbidding
unethical behavior such as murder, theft and adultery, are not
derived through logic, but are simply recognized by society as
proper conduct.

Ibn Ezra would seem to disagree with the Rambam. He
declares that "All the Aseres HaDibros except Shabbos can be
deduced by every thinking person on his own".

Upon further reflection, though, Ibn Ezra’s words do not
contradict Rambam’s opinion.

Let us consider the Vienna Circle (Wiener Kreis), a group of
early twentieth-century scientists. Their 1929 Manifesto strongly
rejected the metaphysical and every discipline other than
science, declaring science the only discipline that can inform.
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Then Hitler rose to power and their belief in viewing the world
exclusively through the prism of science failed them. Though
they inherently knew that gassing six million people to death is
wicked, especially since some of them were secular Jews, they
were not able to use their scientific method to prove it “false.”

This fits very well with Rambam’s approach. Rambam
maintains that other than Anochi and Lo yehiyeh lecha, which
can be scientifically proven, the Dibros prohibit behaviors
which cannot be deduced as unethical and immoral through
logic. But this does not contradict Ibn Ezra’s statement that
every individual understands on his own that these things are
wrong. These immoral and abhorrent behaviors were inscribed
in the Torah before the creation of the world, and thus every
healthy human being feels repelled by them. This repulsion is
not just societal, it is inherently human; although there is no
scientific method of explaining why gassing people is “false,” it
is etched by Hashem in the human consciousness, through the
Torah, that it is “wrong.”

In Shemoneh Perakim (Perek 6),
the Rambam states clearly that
a righteous person should be
repulsed by murder and refrain
from engaging in it not only
because the Torah prohibits it. This
does not contradict the citation
from Moreh Nevuchim. In the
Moreh, Rambam was explaining
that logic cannot deduce that
murder is “false,” but in Shemoneh
Perakim he is saying that since the Torah was given, murder
is inherently evil. Now that it was etched into the human
consciousness, any thinking person can know this on his own,
as Ibn Ezra says.

This is what Rav Reuven Grozovsky zt”] meant by saying:
that had the Torah not forbidden murder, murder would not
be repulsive; but of course, now that the Torah did forbid it,
any healthy human being should be repulsed by it.

Thus repulsion to committing murder, theft or adultery
is not just a human feeling inspired by society, but a G-d-
given feeling which instructs us how to view the world. These
feelings, although they are not necessarily derived through
pure logic, they are a reflection of Torah values.

The Ibn Ezra further explains that the human intuition that
is informed by the Torah can even teach us how to view the
Torah itself. He cites as an example “Umaltem es orlas levavchem”
(Devarim 10:15), which literally means to circumcise the orlah
of the heart. Since the Torah abhors murder and self-mutilation,
we understand that this mitzvah should not be observed in
a literal sense, which would be life-endangering, but that we
should figuratively remove bad thoughts from our hearts.




