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I found Rabbi Szimonowitz’s article
on bigdei kehunah very original and
interesting. Perhaps a piece from Rav
Yosef Engel’s Beis Ha'Otzar supports the
idea that the bigdei kehunah are meant to
add beauty to the Kohanim.

In Klal Beis 10, Rav Engel discusses the
question of whether the garments were
integral to the avodah, or were meant to
provide the status of kehunah. He leans
towards the latter, and supports this with
a comment of the Ohr Hachaim Hakadosh.
Perhaps this upholds the idea that the
garments were essential to the achievement
of kapparah on behalf of the Kohanim, and
not simply clothing that was needed for the
avodah of the Mishkan/Mikdash.

All the best and continued hatzlachah,

lesac Flce

Regarding the role of begadim in a
world of pure intellect, a brief addition
to my article:

When Dovid was being pursued by
Shaul Hamelech, he ran to Shmuel Hanavi.
When Shaul came after Dovid, the passuk
says that Shaul was overtaken by a spirit
of prophecy, and “he too stripped off his
clothes...and lay naked all that day and all
night” (Shmuel  19:24).

Radak and Ralbag explain that nevuah
attaches a person to the intellect, stripping
its possessor of all mortal senses and
thereby causing the Navi to shed his
clothes. This is very much in line with the
idea that before the sin of the Eitz Hadaas,
when the world had only one value - true
intellect - being unclothed was not wrong.

Shinon Suinonowitz
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Holy or of Holies

Rabbi Shimon Szimonowitz, Machon Aleh Zayis

Ramban explains that the shekel minted by Moshe Rabbeinu
was called “shekel hakodesh,” the shekel of kodesh, because it was
used for “kodesh” purposes.

Ramban continues by explaining the term “Lashon Hakodesh”
in the same vein — as the language of holiness:

Chazal call it Lashon Hakodesh because the words of the Torah, and the
prophesies, and all words of kedushah were expressed in that language. It is
the language in which Hashem spoke with His nevi'im and with Klal Yisroel.
There is another place where Ramban discusses Lashon

Hakodesh. When Yosef revealed himself to his brothers he stressed
“D3"9% 127101 70 73.” The Meforshim explain that Yosef meant that
he was conversing in Lashon Hakodesh as proof that he was their
lost brother. But Ramban questions this explanation:

The fact that a person in Mitzrayim speaks Lashon Hakodesh is not
proof that he is Yosef. It is my opinion that Lashon Hakodesh
was the language of Canaan, for Avraham did not bring it
there from Ur Kasdim or Charan, as they spoke Aramaic
there... It was not the language of one man alone; rather,
it was the language of the entire land of Canaan, and many
people in Egypt knew it, since Canaan was nearby.

My colleague, Rabbi Yehuda Roth, pointed out to me
thataccording to some Rishonim, it is a passuk meforash
in Yeshayah that it was the language of Canaan:
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[I subsequently discovered that Rav Dov Landau
shlita in his unpublished glosses to the Ramban also
refers to this passuk.]

It would emerge from the Ramban in Vayigash, that Hashem
utilized the ancient language of the Canaanites to transmit the
Torah and other devarim sheb’kedushah (see Chasam Sofer, Vayigash
ad loc.). Accordingly, because it was incidentally the language of
the mekablei haTorah who hailed from Canaan, it became “Lashon
Hakodesh,” i.e. the language used for holy matters.

Rabbi Moshe Greenes zt”] in his commentary to the Ramban,
“Karan Pnei Moshe,” (currently being reworked by Machon
Aleh Zayis), took the position that although the superficial
understanding of the Ramban would be this way, it is unacceptable
that Lashon Hakodesh was not unique to the Avos. He therefore
concludes that according to Ramban, Lashon Kodesh was a
unique language transmitted to Avrohom Avinu by the Almighty;
since Avrohom Avinu’s household with time numbered in the
tens of thousands (see Rambam, Avodah Zarah 1:3), and they all
spoke Lashon Hakodesh, it was eventually adopted by the other
inhabitants of the land. Rabbi Greenes concedes that this is a
forced explanation (172n70 >1272 11 NI DAYAY RIN PRTTY NAX 1),
but the alternative is inconceivable (350 Yy Yapnn px).

Be that as it may, the Ramban’s definition of the term Lashon
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Hakodesh is also fundamentally different from the traditional
understanding of the term. Whereas it is usually assumed that
“Lashon Hakodesh” is “the holy language,” according to Ramban
“Lashon Kodesh” is the “language of the holy.”

Ironically, Rambam in Moreh Nevuchim (3:8) adopts the
more traditional meaning of the term, explaining that Lashon
Hakodesh is inherently holy because,

This holy language has no special names for eivarei haleidah...just
indirect language. And be not misled by the word sheigal to take it to
mean the act of zivug, because this is not the case.

This reason is quoted in an array of contexts. The baalei
mussar use it to emphasize the importance of lashon nekiyah.
When modern Hebrew was being developed and explicit words
were introduced to our holy tongue, many Gedolim cited the
Rambam to prove corruption of the language and a reason to
reject the modern version.

Yet, Ramban rejected Rambam’s approach
outright, arguing that according to Rambam,
Chazal should have called the Hebrew language not
“Lashon Hakodesh” but “Lashon nekiyah.”

Most surprising, if not shocking, is Ritva’s reaction
to the disagreement between Rambam and Ramban.

The Ritvawrote Sefer HaZikaron to defend the Moreh
Nevuchim from all of the attacks on it found in Peirush
Ramban al HaTorah. In his introduction, Ritva stated
that although he personally sided with Ramban in all
areas of contention (since he — Ritva — was trained in
“chochmas ha'emes”), nevertheless Rambam deserved
a defense. True to his creed, Ritva valiantly defends the most
difficult passages in the Moreh from the Ramban’s onslaught.

But regarding this dispute, the Ritva raises a white flag, saying
that this passage in Moreh Nevuchim is indefensible. In his words:
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The Ritva was able to defend Rambam’s position that the
entire encounter of Avrohom and the malachim described in
Parshas Vayeira was only a mar'eh nevuah, and to justify Rambam’s
unique approach to korbanos in Parshas Vayikra [see my article
in Alim Vayikra 5783]. Why did he surrender when it came to
Rambam’s seemingly benign explanation to “Lashon Hakodesh™?!

Perhaps the answer lies in their divergent approaches to
zivug: the antithesis of kedushah according to the Rambam is the
ultimate kedushah according to the Ramban. Rambam, in many
places, denigrates it as base; whereas it is known from Ramban’s
school (see Igeres Hakodesh) that zivug is very holy. If that is the
case — that according to Ramban and the Ritva zivug is the ultimate
kedushah — how can they accept Rambam’s explanation that the
language is called kadosh specifically because it is devoid of any
explicit mention of it?

Rabbi Benci Mendel
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