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The Heart of a King

Based on Musings on Mishlei
by Rabbi "Mr." Avi Shulman, z”1
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Like streams of water is the heart of a king in the hand of Hashem;
wherever He wishes, He directs it (21:1).

The traditional translation is, “Whatever He — Hashem —
wishes, Hashem directs.” Mishlei explains this concept using
a mashal about the fields because in the time of Shlomo
HaMelech, most of Am Yisroel worked in the fields, so this
mashal would be understood by everyone.

Shlomo HaMelech is teaching us that just as easily as the
farmer can direct a stream of water via canals and dams to
go exactly where he wants, so Hashem directs the actions of
kings. The commentaries explain that since the king controls
the destiny of a whole nation, Hashem
directs the king’s free will.

The story of Purim is a good illustration
of how Hashem directs the heart of the
king.

In Megillas Esther we read that Vashti
made a party of her own in the royal palace
of “King Achashveirosh.” The Midrash
Rabbah asks why the Megillah specifies
“King Achashveirosh.” We know who the king
was, so why can‘t it just say “the king”? The Midrash Rabbah
says in the name of Rav Yochanan that 791 in the Megillah can
refer to Hashem, the King of kings, or to King Achashveirosh.
Therefore, the pasuk had to specify Achashveirosh.

The Midrash Rabbah is cited by Rav Zadok Hakohen, who
quotes this pasuk in Mishlei ... like streams of water is the heart
of a king in the hand of Hashem. A king can easily convince
himself how great and powerful he is in battle, how brilliant he
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is politically, etc. But the truth is that Hashem does not allow
kings free rein to act out their whims; a king is manipulated by
Hashem to carry out Hashem’s mandate.

The Zohar suggests that the word 791 in the Megillah always
refers to Hashem, even when it reads King Achashveirosh. It
is true that the “King” said this, and the “King” did that, but
it is Hashem - the King of kings — Who is the impetus for
his every thought and deed. Thus, even if the “king” refers to
Achashveirosh, as the Zohar says, it is Hashem Who controls the
king’s actions. So, in the ultimate sense, “the King” always refers
to Hashem, and Achashveirosh is but a tool in Hashem’s Hand.

Itis a constant in our lives to hear world leaders — the kings of
our day — meet to discuss the problems that affect Eretz Yisroel,
and express the awful words, “We will [1’n] kill all the Jews.”

We have to constantly remind ourselves of this lesson as we
hear the news and read the headlines. Presidents may have said
this and presidents may have done that,
but it is all at Hashem’s directive.

There are two lessons here:

1. We shouldn’t wonder when kings (or
heads of states) enact various laws. We
should realize that it is Hashem who is
directing them.

2. When a law is under consideration
we should pray to Hashem, because it is
Hashem who directs the heart of the king
(Rabbeinu Yonah).

The Vilna Gaon adds another meaning: “Whatever he - the
king — wants, Hashem directs it.” As the Gemara says, “In the
way that a person wants to go, he is led.”

We also find that a great non non, a Torah sage, is called 79n,
aking. Thus, the Vilna Gaon writes another meaning: “Hashem
directs the heart of the great sage to whatever he - the sage -
wants.”
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Rabbi Shimon Szimonowitz (Parshas
Ki Sisa), quotes the Ramban that lashon
hakodesh is so called because the Torah and
the prophecies were given in thatlanguage.
He also quotes a Ramban in Vayigash
that Lashon Hakodesh is the language
of Canaan. However, the conclusion that
R’ Szimonowitz draws from this, that
“Hashem utilized the ancient language of
the Canaanites,” is not only not supported
by the words of the Ramban, but is
explicitly contradicted by the Ramban in Ki
Sisa, saying “and in (lashon hakodesh) he
(Hashem) was denominated: Keil, Elokim,
etc... and with it he created His world.”
When Hashem created the world, there
were no Canaanites to lend Hashem their
language. So Hashem didn’t utilize the
ancient language of the Canaanites; the
Canaanites utilized the ancient language
of Hashem.

Neither does the Chasam Sofer whom he
quotes indicate a secular origin for lashon
hakodesh. In fact, the Chasam Sofer writes
in Parshas Noach (11:1) lashon hakodesh
is determined by the Originator, 175Y w1Tp,
as the Ramban writes in Parshas Ki Sisa.”
He goes on to say that any words added to
the lexicon are not Lashon Hakodesh.

Incidentally, Rav Yerucham Levovitz
says in the beginning of Parshas Tazria
that the Rambam’s rationale for why
lashon hakodesh is so called is not the root

but rather an indication of its kedushah.
See also Rashi 'x X7 n11 3’2 ‘2 mwK1a
ow *nYw17°1 NI 01N

Shabsar Sk éeméem@

* % *

To the Editor: The caption for the
picture on the front page of last week’s
Gilyon, taken at a celebration upon the
inauguration of the new mesivta building
in Memphis, omitted the names of two of
the men in the picture.

In the center is Mr. Philip Belz, a
primary benefactor of the Yeshiva.

Second from right is my father’s Rebbi,
Rav Meir Belsky zt”l, founder and Rosh
Yeshiva of the Yeshiva of the South in
Memphis, Tenn. He was a talmid of
Rav Hutner and mechaber of the multi-
volume "Citadel and Tower" on inyanei
machshavah.

All the best, Shnuel Leib Stein
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I enjoyed your summary of the minhagim
of saying piyutim. Two more points:

First, the reason behind the Gra’s
differentiation between Yomtov and
Rosh Hashanah was not explained. The
Meishiv Davar writes that the prohibition
against saying piyutim during Chazaras
Hashatz is due to the interruption of the
path of davening that the Anshei Knesses
Hagedolah established halachically. On
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, however,
we interrupt our davening anyway to daven
for our needs, as the Maseches Sofrim
says: 11737 17 17’ nin "wipa — with difficulty
they permitted saying Zochreinu. Once
the davening is interrupted, we may add
more interruptions.

Another reason for the divergence
between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Tov
is quoted in the name of Rav Yosef of
Vilna. The Yotzros generally discuss the
importance and uniqueness of the Yomtov
or Shabbos, and are not connected to the
brachah in which they are inserted; they
are indeed a hefsek. However, the Yotzros
of Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur are

fundamentally different. The astute eye
will notice that they follow a certain
pattern, with the first piyut a reminder
of Avraham Avinu and his unique
avodas Hashem, the second referring to
Yitzchok Avinu, and the third based on
Yaakov Avinu. Even in the short Yotzros
of Ne’ilah, mention is made of all three.
Since the first three brachos correspond
to the three forefathers, the piyutim are
attuned to each brachah.

Regarding the difference between the
minhagim of Sefardim and Ashkenazim,
it is not merely based on a coincidental
halachic dispute between the Beis Yosef
and the Bach, as would seem from your
article. The original minhag as alluded to
in the Gemara was for the Chacham to
deliver a speech to the entire community
on Shabbos afternoon; men, women
and children came to hear Halachah and
Aggadah, and this would teach the public
how to behave and think. The Ashkenazim
stopped this minhag, possibly because
of gezeiros of the Christians, who passed
laws forcing Jews to listen to speeches
from their clergy on Shabbos afternoons
instead. As a substitute, the piyutim
came into being, granting meaning
and depth to the various times of the
year. The Sefardim did not cease this
custom, negating the need for piyutim,
until relatively recently — the Ben Ish
Chai not that long ago still kept up this
minhag, preserving his speeches in his
monumental sefer, and according to
reports, the entire Baghdad came to hear
his speeches each week. Why would they
need the convoluted, difficult language of
the piyutim when they had the beautiful
clear voice of the Ben Ish Chai and his
predecessors teaching them according to
their level? (See Sefer HaPardes leRashi,
Hilchos Rosh Hashanah, 174).

Moishe /@fa/e

Top Row Center: Chacham Nissim and Chacham Yechezkel
brothers of the Ben Ish Chai.

Middle row L-R: The Ben Ish Chai, Aharon Gabbai, Yosef Giorgi.
Bottom Row Right: Chacham Moshe brother of the Ben Ish Chai.
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