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The Shulchan Aruch (O.C. 68 and 122:2)

says that one should not say piyutim' either
in middle of Birchos Krias Shema or in Chazaras Hashatz, as
doing so constitutes a hefsek. Rema (ad. loc.) says, however,
that the minhag among all Ashkenazim is to recite the piyutim
in both places. Because of the controversy, we introduce the
piyutim of Chazaras Hashatz with “Misod chachomim u'nevonim
u'milemed daas mevinim,” formulating the basis to permit this
practice.

The minhag of the Sefardim is in accordance with

the Shulchan Aruch; minhag Ashkenaz (still
practiced in kehillos Ashkenaz) follows Rema, saying piyutim
during Birchos Krias Shema shel Shacharis, and others during
Birchos Shema shel Arvis. The Bach (68:3) opposes those who
abolish saying the piyutim, and fervently defends minhag
Ashkenaz. He proposes that the Bais Yosef may have had a
second reason for his opinion: a fear that some would not say
the piyutim but would instead talk during the recitation.

The Gra also follows the opinion of the Shulchan Aruch, i.e.,
not permitting piyutim because they are a hefsek; and generally,
minhag hayeshivos is to follow this opinion, so that only on
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur are piyutim said in Chazaras
Hashatz. In Eretz Yisrael, where the minhag of the Sefardim
and the Gra prevails over minhag Ashkenaz (eg. regarding
tefillin on Chol Hamoed, “Boruch Hashem L'Olam” in Maariv,
etc.), piyutim are rarely said during the year.

Another minhag cited in Poskim (see Teshuvos Meishiv Davar,
Vol. 1 #13) is to differentiate between Birchos Krias Shema
and Chazaras Hashatz in reference to piyutim. A hefsek during
Birchos Krias Shema is considered more of an issue than a
hefsek in middle of Chazaras Hashatz; therefore, in the case
of Birchos Krias Shema the opinion of the Shulchan Aruch
prevailed, unlike the case of Chazaras Hashatz where the
minhag continues to be to follow Rema. In most kehillos that
daven Nusach Sefard, this is the accepted practice.

Although the Gra was opposed to saying

piyutim during tefillah, he embraced the
actual piyutim and recited many of them after Chazaras
Hashatz, before Krias HaTorah (see Maaseh Rav #127). Notably,
on Pesach the Gra said Berach Dodi (still printed in many
siddurim); on the last days of Pesach, the lengthy piyut on the
Shirah; and on Shavuos the piyut of Aseres Hadibros (ibid. 193,
195). The Chayei Odom (Vol. 1 Klal 20 #10) says that “certain
individuals” say the piyutim after Shacharis, to avoid the hefsek

MUSINGS ON e -

MISHLEI

5
apP

R' Avi Shulman z'"1 9"XT X719 PP’ NNRW 1"an POIYD O PNX’ 270 P 0N apy’ 270

issue. This minhag is followed today by some, but only for the
Four Parshiyos and on Shabbos Hagadol. The piyutim on Yom
Tov are generally omitted altogether, although the Gra did say
them?.

In Eretz Yisrael, those who follow the Gra say
the piyutim for tal and geshem before Mussaf on
the Sholosh Regalim. The Netziv in Meishiv Davar (ibid.) says
that perhaps the general minhag to say them in Chazaras Hashatz
reflects the idea that the rain and the dew are “judged” (their
amounts determined) on Succos and Pesach respectively, and
the time is therefore similar to Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.
Asfor the Krovetz for Purim, the Maaseh Rav (#247) says that
the Gra didn’t say at all. In the Volozhiner Yeshivah, though,
they did. The Netziv explains that Purim has the element of
pirsumei nisa, so Al Hanissim is added to Shemoneh Esrai, and
the piyutim were added as well.

In many kehillos, nowadays,

most piyutim are omitted,
with the exception of Mussaf of Parshas Shekalim and Parashas
Hachodesh, when they are said. Simply understood, these
kehillos omit the other piyutim because of tircha d’tzibura; since
the Mussaf piyutim are short, this is not a concern. This is ironic,
because according to the Gra these are the only piyutim that are
not said at all. The reasoning is simple, though; all other piyutim
can be “made up” after Shemoneh Esrei, but the Mussaf piyutim
as well as the Krovetz for Purim are said within the context of
each berachah, and thus have no place to be said after Chazaras
Hashatz. Therefore the Gra, who did not permit their recitation
in Shemoneh Esrai, skipped them entirely. But most kehillos that
are willing to say piyutim in Chazaras Hashatz do say them.

The current minhag of Yeshiva Bais

Midrash Gavo'ah (and the Lakewood
shuls that follow their minhag) is to say the piyutim for the Four
Parshiyos and Shabbos Hagadol after Chazaras Hashatz,
similar to the practice of the Gra. However, unlike the Gra who
said them after Kaddish, the Yeshiva saysit before. Additionally,
piyutim of Mussaf are said as well, contrary to the Gra and the
Volozhiner Yeshivah’s minhag. But interestingly, some piyutim
are said even in Birchos Krias Shema, following the old
Ashkenaz minhag; most notably “Yom [’yabashah...” on the
seventh day of Pesach. Some explain that these minhagim
developed at a time when the Yeshiva in Kletzk davened in the
main shul of the town, where all piyutim were said (see Noheg
B’Chochmah, p. 79). It is rare even for shuls that follow the
Lakewood minhag to say the piyutim in Birchos Krias Shema.

1) Although we call the piyutim of Chazaras haShatz “yotzros,” this is technically inaccurate. The piyutim
are called based on where they are inserted - in Maariv they are called Maaravis, in the first berachah of
Krias Shema (Yotzer ohr) - Yotzros, and in Chazaras haShatz — Krovetz or Krovos. 2) When piyutim are
said after Chazaras Hashatz, the phrases that are introductory to kedushah, such as nw1Tp nbyn179110m,
should be omitted.
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