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Fnﬂj n‘, Time Travel

Rav Betzalel Sochaczewski, Machon Aleh Zayis

One of the steps of the Pesach seder is Karpas, which
is preceded by Urchatz. The fact is that this is merely the
fulfillment of a straightforward halachah. Chazal enacted that
a default hand has a degree of tumah (Shabbos 13b). Being
that a foodstuff that comes in contact with one of the shivah
mashkin is rendered susceptible to tumah, Chazal decreed that
one purify his hands before consuming such an item (see Tur
OC 158:4a). Thus, the precedence of Urchatz to Karpas is but
the execution of this rule (ibid., 473:6a).

While many Rishonim assert that it is still in force today (see
Biur ha-Gra OC 158:11), the practice in Ashkenaz was to ignore
this halachah. The Ba'alei ha-Tosafos (see Tosafos, Pesachim 115a
s.v. kol; Tur OC 473:6b) explain that it was only applicable in the
era of the Beis haMikdash, when the halachos of taharah were in
practice due to the presence of terumah and kodoshim. Today,
however, rendering wet foods tamei is of no practical relevance,
and there is no need to avoid it through handwashing.

Why, then, does the practice pop up on Seder night?

The Turei Zahav (OC473:6) suggests thatin reality this halachah
is applicable in the post-Beis haMikdash era, as assumed by the
dissenting Rishonim. Its absence in Ashkenaz was the result of
ignorance by the masses to the point that it was forgotten — with
one exception: at the Pesach Seder. The Pesach Seder was, and
continues to be, preserved from generation to generation in all
of its detailed glory. Conscious of the significance of its every
nuance, everyone took care to practice it exactly as their parents
had. Thus, the practice of washing for a wet foodstuff — while
merely a generic halachah long forgotten in everyday life — was
preserved within the Seder as a fossil of a more punctilious age.

Other Acharonim affirm the legitimacy of the Ashkenazic
custom while explaining Urchatz as a feature unique to the
Seder (see Chuk Yaakov OC 473:28). One such proposal is
advanced by the Netziv in the preface to his commentary
on the Haggadah, Imrei Shefer. He argues that the Seder was
enacted to be performed in every time and every place as if it
was being held in Yerushalayim while the Beis haMikdash stood. It
therefore includes a number of practices which were relevant
at that time, despite their being essentially irrelevant today.
One example is Urchatz. Although we assume that there is
no requirement to wash before consuming a wet vegetable
today, on Seder night we imagine ourselves eating the Korbon
Pesach in Yerushalayim, when such a washing would have been
required, and therefore wash accordingly.

Another such practice is the donning of the Kittel. Rejecting
the explanation that it connotes burial shrouds (see Taz OC
472:3), the Netziv observes that the Korbon Pesach, like all
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Kodoshim Kalim according to Rashi’s opinion (Beitzah 21a;
Bava Kamma 12b), had the status of Yaxp maa jnv1wn, of
being consumed as if by a guest at Hashem’s table. As such, he
suggests, it behooves the guest to dress in a dignified manner,
which, seemingly, in the Beis haMikdash-era would have
consisted of white linen garments. Although we no longer have
a Korbon Pesach — and our style of dress has changed - since
the Seder is an exercise in role playing the Beis haMikdash-era
experience, we continue to dress just as they did then.

This novelty of the Netziv, of imagining ourselves on Seder
night in another time and place, seems consistent with Chazal’s
prescription for that unique evening. MX19 DX 2N 2171 117 972
073NN KX’ K1 19K XY NR, in every generation, no matter
how far removed we may be from the actual events of Yetzias
Mitzrayim, it is incumbent upon us on the night of Pesach to
imagine ourselves experiencing them.

This breakdown of the boundaries of time and space, which
allows us to be transported back to Mitzrayim and Yerushalayim
of old, seems to have had an even more fantastic manifestation.

In the Haggadah we declare, v ,nn mw Y 079218 138w 11 1¥n
7391 770 0PYY 21W TV YPannY 1°maxK Yw opxa 9000 XYW 01w
09811 172pn 0°2910. In order to remember the haste with which
we left Mitzrayim, the Torah commanded us for posterity to
consume those same unrisen matzos. The obvious question,
then, is why were the Jews on the night of Yetzias Mitzrayim
instructed to eat matzos along with that first Korbon Pesach
(Shemos 12:8)? If matzos are a remembrance for a historical
event, what value do they have before the event has occurred?

Two of the Rishonim, R. Yoseph Kimchi (cited in Avudraham
(Haggadas Toras Chayim, p. 147]). and R. Yeshayah of Trani
(Peirush ha-Rid [Haggadas Toras Chayim, p. 149]), raise this
question and offer the same resolution. Indeed, the historical
impetus for this mitzvah lay in the future, but that did not
prevent Hashem, aware of that future, from issuing a command
predicated upon it. Thus, on that night of Yetzias Mitzrayim, Bnei
Yisroel engaged in a mitzvah whose significance was yet to come.

What emerges is that Seder night is an experience of
transcending the strictures of time. The significance of all
of this time travel uniquely upon this night is rooted in Klal
Yisroel's transcendence of time through Yetzias Mitzrayim,
as elaborated upon by many of the Seforim. As the Maharal
of Prague (Gevuros Hashem, ch. 36) formulated it, Yetzias
Mitzrayim was a feat that only Hashem Himself could pull off.
As such, that night is forever imbued with a nature resemblant
of His uniqueness: as He, unlike all else, is beyond the realm of
time, we too achieve a degree of freedom from it. Hence, the
boundaries between past, present, and future are loosened.
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