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Advancing Lag Ba’Omer

Rav Moshe Boruch Kaufman, Machon Aleh Zayis

nEMno 1oy

The Shulchan Aruch (493:2) rules that one may not shave or
take a haircut until the day after Lag Ba’Omer, i.e., until the 34th
day of the Omer. If, however, as this year, the 34th day of the
Omer is Shabbos, one may take a haircut/shave on Lag Ba’Omer
(erev Shabbos) in honor of Shabbos.

Asiswell known, the Rema rules otherwise, permitting haircuts
on Lag Ba’Omer, with a addition that if Lag Ba’Omer itself is on
a Sunday, one may advance the haircut to Friday so as to honor

Shabbos.

[Although the parenthetical comment in the Rema (not written by Rema
himself) quotes this leniency in the name of the Maharil, that is a transcriber’s
error, as the Maharil himself actually forbade it. The hagaah in the Maharil
quotes the heter in the name of Mahari Weil. See Chok Yaakov 493:7.]

Advancing  The truth is that Mahari Weil’s extension of this
by Two Days leniency in honor of Shabbos is difficult to
understand. The Gemara (Moed Koton) says that if an avel’s
shloshim will end on Shabbos, the avel may advance the heter of
bathing to Erev Shabbos; similarly, if the 34th day of the Omer
will be Shabbos, the Shulchan Aruch allows taking a haircut on
Erev Shabbos. But when the 33rd day is a Sunday, how can we
advance the heter two days because of Shabbos?

When It’s Not The Levush (ad. loc.) explains the leniency
Possible on Sunday of the Rema differently. He says that
where the non-Jews observe their “day of rest” on Sunday and
don’t give haircuts then, one may take a haircut on Friday.
Obviously, the Levush holds that kevod Shabbos alone is not
enough of a heter to advance a haircut unless it isn’t possible to
get the haircut on Lag Ba’Omer itself.

The Be’ur HaGra traces the heter of advancing a haircut to Erev
Shabbos to a case in the Gemara (Moed Koton 18b) where the last
day of shivah falls on Shabbos, and Sunday is Yom Tov. In this case
the avel may be lenient on Friday. Again, the heter applies only to
a combination of Shabbos plus the fact that it will be impossible
to take the haircut on Sunday.

Only for the First Eliyahu Zuta (on the Levush) quotes in the
Minhag of Sefirah name of the Shiyurei Knesses HaGedolah
that perhaps the heter to advance haircutting to Friday (the 31st
day of the Omer) is only for someone who observes the days of
aveilus from Pesach until Lag Ba’Omer. Since his term of aveilus
ends on Lag Ba’Omer, he may backtrack to Friday. However,

In the essay about Sefiras ha-Omer and

the perplexing view of the Ramban, Rabbi

Leshkowitz brings at the very end the teirutz of Rav Asher Weiss,
shlit"a. However, it seems that he was preceded by the Seridei

someone who observes aveilus until Shavuos may use the leniency
only on Lag Ba’'Omer itself; since his aveilus remains in effect,
advancing the heter of Lag Ba’Omer is too great a leniency.

Shabbos is a Bigger Yom Rav Shlomo Kluger and the recently
Tov than Lag Ba’Omer  printed volume of Igros Moshe (O.C.
Vol. 6:36) explain the reason for advancing the heter of Lag
Ba’Omer to Friday. Forbidding haircuts on Friday and permitting
them only on Sunday would give the impression that Lag Ba'Omer
is greater than Shabbos. Therefore, to preserve the honor of
Shabbos, the minhag was to allow haircuts already on Friday.

The 3rd of Sivan Based on this idea, the Igros Moshe says that
on Sunday when one of shloshes yemei hagbalah is a
Sunday, one may not take a haircut on the preceding Friday.
Because we are not dealing here with a Yom Tov but with the end
of the term of aveilus, we don’t have grounds to permit it.
Conversely, the Pri Megadim, following the logic of Eliyahu Zuta,
paskens that one may definitely advance the haircut to Friday if
his aveilus of Sefirah will be over on Sunday.

The Status of the Another element of this question is
Eve of Lag Ba’0Omer based on the status of the eve of Lag
Ba’Omer. Rema says that one may take a haircut only on Lag
Ba’Omer itself, not on the eve of Lag Ba’Omer. According to the
Mishnah Berurah, Rema means that one must wait until the
morning of Lag Ba’Omer, and not be lenient the night before.

However, other Acharonim explain that what Rema means is
that one may not be lenient on erev Lag Ba’‘Omer, but must wait
until nightfall.

The Chok Yaakov explains that the minhag to say Tachanun at
Minchah on erev Lag Ba’Omer reflects the first understanding,
whereas those who don’t say Tachanun at Minchah on erev Lag
Ba’Omer follow the second opinion.

If we understand that the Yom Tov of Lag Ba’Omer starts at
nightfall, then it is reasonable to back it up to Erev Shabbos;
since immediately after Shabbos the aveilus will end, one may be
lenient in order to enhance kvod Shabbos. If, however, we assume
that Lag Ba’Omer’s heter starts only on Sunday morning, then we
have no right to permit haircuts on Erev Shabbos.

The Noda BiYehudah (O.C. Kama 28) uses this distinction for
someone who will make a bris on Sunday during bein hametzarim.
Since the heter applies only to Sunday itself and not the night
before, he may not advance the haircut to Friday, unlike Lag
Ba’Omer when the heter begins at night, based on the minhag of
not saying Tachanun at Minchah.

Eish, zt'l who says the same thing in his teshuvos and, with
further explanation by Rav Weingort, in Chiddushei SE al ha-Shas
Vol. 1, Kiddushin. (Rav Weingort in his comments cites it also
from Rav Gustman.) Kol tuv, Hoshe Mitter, Queers
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