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cannot be defined as enjoyment.
Regarding your proofs from Kibbud Av,
the Sifsei Chachamim (Os 20) explains
why Rashi uses maachal and mashkeh
as examples. In addition, the Gemara
in Kiddushin draws a parallel between
Kibbud Av and Kevod Hashem. As
explained above, it must mean honoring.
As to why “a woman wouldn’t be able to
be mechabed her father while serving her
husband,” see Gur Aryeh (nxn 10K 0”7)

who addresses that question.
Chain Bernath
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In Alim (Kedoshim) you wrote about the
meaning of the word "kavod" in Tanach
and Chazal, saying that translating kavod
as “respect” does not fit in with its general
use there, and the correct translation
would be “enjoyment.”

In most shuls Alim is distributed right
before Kabbalas Shabbos, and I couldn’t
help but notice that in the perek of T
’nY 120 1Y the word kavod undoubtedly
means respect or honor, and in fact
Rashi and the Metzudos say this passuk
commands us to declare Hashem’s Glory.
Also, the word kavod is used a few times
at the end of Parshas Mishpatim; for

nom, m

example, "1 1123 nRIM" "N 7123 1DYN
There, too, your choice of translation -
“enjoyment” — wouldn’t fit.

In fact, whenever Chazal used the word
kavod in regard to Hakadosh Baruch Hu,
it isn’t proper to say that we give Him
“enjoyment”; “respect” or “honor” would
be more appropriate. Although we do find
that we give nachas ruach to Hashem, that
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as disagreeing with the Bavli, and that R.
Elazar Ben Azaryiah was actually close to seventy at the time. But
Rabbi Meir Lehman in his gloss on the Yerushalmi there points
out that the Yerushalmi itself (Berachos 4:1) reports his age as
20. and therefore presents a different reading of the Yerushalmi]
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which must mean that while still a talmid, R. Akiva had already
won the respect of all the Chachamim. This is reflected in the
story told in Shir Hashirim Rabbah (1:20) of the refusal of the
other talmidim of R. Eliezer to answer any question until R. Akiva
would enter, saying only Y12 nmin.
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There is perhaps no Tanna more famous than R. Akiva. An
indication of his importance can be seen from the unusual amount
of information that can be gleaned from Chazal about his life.
Unlike any other personality in the rabbinical canon, we have
preserved, in numerous mentions throughout Chazal, myriad
details about R. Akiva’s life, teachers, students and family. And
yet much is still unclear.

Itiswell known that R. Akiva was killed by the Romans (Berachos
61a). We can assume that this happened sometime during the
Bar Kochva Revolt. We know this because Chazal tell
us (Yerushalmi Sotah 5:5) that R. Akiva declared Bar
Kochva to be Mashiach, and the Rambam (Melachim
11:3) describes R. Akiva as being 193 xwn for Bar
Kochva. Furthermore, in Yerushalmi (Berachos 9:2)
we see that R. Akiva was ordered executed by Turnus
Rufus, governor of Eretz Yisrael during the Bar
Kochva Revolt.

Now, Sifri (V'zos HaBerachah 357) tells us that R.
Akiva lived 120 years. But when exactly was the Bar

R. Yehoshua as an infant when his mother would bring him to
the Beis Hamidrash (see Yerushalmi Yevamos 1:6), this meeting
clearly took place after the Churban (as R. Elazar Ben Azariah is
also there) and relatively early in R. Akiva’s career. We see that
the Rishonim also understood this, as they all (see for example
Rambam, intro. to the Mishnah) place R. Akiva in the second
generation of Tannaim after the Churban. This is so obvious to
the Rambam that he explains the mishnah in Sotah (27b) where R.
Yehoshua describes R. Akiva as a talmid of R. Yochanan Ben Zakai
as an expression of honor and not of fact.

The Seder Olam (according to the most reliable manuscripts)
gives the date of the Kitos Rebellion as 52 years after the Great
Revolt, and the Bar Kochva Revolt 16 years after the Kitos
Rebellion (this date is attested to by the historical
data as well). Raavad and Meiri in their respective
Seder Hakabalahs give the date as 73 years after the
Churban (this has no clear source but may be based
on a girsa in the Seder Olam of 21 years instead 16).
Assuming the Churban was in 3828, that would give
us 3776/3781 as the year of R. Akiva’s birth, making
R. Akiva 52 or 47 at the time of the Churban. While
this helps somewhat, it still doesn’t explain why R.
Akiva never interacted with any Tannaim before the

Kochva revolt? Yerushalmi Taanis (4:5) and Eichah  Rabbi Meir (Marcu) Lehman Churban.

Rabbah (4:4,21) give the date for the destruction of

Beitar as 52 years after the Churban. Following this, the Tzemach
Dovid gives the date of the Churban as 3828 (68 CE), and therefore
the year 3760 (1 CE) for the birth of R. Akiva. (Interestingly,
when writing the secular date the Klausenberger Rebbe would
sometimes write X2’py *171 NT9Y).

This would mean that R. Akiva was 68 years old at the time
of the Churban. Avos D’Rabi Nosson (6:2) says that R. Akiva was
40 years old when he began to learn Torah. We also know that
there was a period of 24 years in which R. Akiva was away from
home learning (Kesubos 62b, Nedarim 50a). That would mean that
well before the Churban, R. Akiva had already become one of the
leading talmidei chachamim of his generation.

However, if we attempt to harmonize everything that Chazal
tell us about R. Akiva, it seems clear that this does not fit. The
main teachers of R. Akiva were R. Eliezer and R. Yehoshua, who
were active in the post-Churban generation. If R. Akiva went to
learn well before the Churban, why do we not find that he learned
with R. Yochanan Ben Zakai or other Tannaim of that generation?
In fact, all the stories of R. Akiva’s years as a student are in the
context of the generation of Yavneh; nowhere do we see R. Akiva
interacting with any of the pre-Churban Tannaim. Furthermore,
when R. Akiva met the aged R. Dosa (see Yevamos 16a) from
the generation of R. Yochanan ben Zakai, who still remembered

We can explain this if we understand that R. Akiva
did not go learn immediately after marrying Rochel. Avos D’'Rabi
Nosson says that R. Akiva went with his son to learn aleph beis.
While some assume that this is referring to a son of a previous
marriage (see Binyan Yehoshua), it seems clear from the Gemara
in Nedarim (ibid.) that R. Akiva did not leave immediately, and
therefore we can posit that many years passed before R. Akiva went
to Yavneh. Perhaps this is when R. Akiva studied with Nochum Ish
Gamzu for 22 years (as R. Yishmael would remind him many times;
see for example Chagigah 12a, Shavous 26a, BR 1:14). R. Akiva lived
at that time in Lod (see ADRN v2 2:12 and later as well see RH 21b)
which is close to the place Gamzu (see Divrei Hayamim 2:28:18).
Interestingly, this is the approach taken by Rabbi Meir Lehman in
his fictionalized account of R. Akiva’s life.

Though R. Akiva arrived in Yavneh only after the death of R.
Yochanan Ben Zakkai, it seems that within a few years he was
already recognized as the greatest of the Tannaim. We can deduce
this from what is told in Berachos (28a) when the Chachamim
removed R. Gamliel from the nesius and wanted to appoint R.
Akiva as nasi in his place. This episode couldn’t have happened
more than 10 years after R. Akiva’s arrival, because R. Elazar ben
Azariyah, who was in fact appointed to the position, was born
before the Churban (see Shabbos 54b) and was 18 at the time [Yefe
Mareh reads the Yerushalmi in Berachos 1:6 continued on page 3
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