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continued from page4  dubious to assume that it would drive

him to honor her more.
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The Tanna is warning against a lack of kavod. Paining — tzaar
- is the diametrical opposite of giving pleasure, but it is not the
opposite of honor.
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Again, ensuring the father’s comfort and preventing his pain is
referred to as kavod.
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Avimi brought his father Rabi Avahu a drink and did not wake
him from his sleep. Both are instances of caring for his comfort
and enjoyment.
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By helping his mother onto her bed, Rabi Tarfon added to her
comfort.
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The Gemara assumes that kavod would cost money, and
questions who is obligated to pay for it. This would preclude
honor, which is usually free of charge.
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In Alim Vayetzei 5783, I postulated that although we are
accustomed to translating “kavod” as honor or respect — addressing a
person respectfully and allowing him to go first, etc. — that translation
doesn’t fit its general usage in Tanach and, by and large, by Chazal.
There, “kavod” more correctly refers to enjoyment, comfort and wealth
(i.e., 71291 7W1Y). In conjunction with Shabbos, for example, the Navi
(Yeshayahu 58:13) employs the term 72121, which is rendered by
Radak as enjoyment, not honor. Similarly, when Chazal commanded
to generously provide one’s wife with items such as jewelry and
perfumes, the word “kavod” is again invoked. The article concluded
that many aspects of Kibbud Av va’Eim can be explained in the light
of the discussion, “but that would be another article...”

Hereitis...
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The Rambam in Sefer Hamitzvos (Mitzvos Aseh 210-211)
counts “Kibbud Av va’Eim” and “Mora Av av’Eim” as two distinct
mitzvos. In the light of the ninth principle put forth by the
Rambam in Sefer Hamitzvos, this needs an explanation.

The ninth principle establishes that the count of 613 mitzvos
comprises 613 distinct actions which we are either commanded
to perform or prohibited from performing; the count is not of
how many times the Torah commands or forbids these actions,
but of the number of actions that are commanded or prohibited.
Even when multiple pesukim command or forbid the same
action, it still counts only as a single mitzvah, as repetitions of
commandments or prohibitions by the Torah serve to underscore
their importance or severity, but not to increase their count.
Alternatively, the repetition of a mitzvah sometimes adds details
that were not included in the other instance it was mentioned.

Ifso,howarewetoknowwhen twolike-soundingcommandments
are really one and the same, the nuanced differences between the
multiple presentations there just to complement one another, or
when are they really presenting two unique mitzvos that are to be
counted separately in minyan hamitzvos?

The Rambam explains that the only way to know that is when
the bearers of tradition, “the mekablei haTorah,” i.e. Chazal,
spell out that they are two separate mitzvos.

Why did Rambam count “mora av” and “kibbud av” as two
distinct mitzvos rather than just consider them two versions of
the same mitzvah with different nuances? Kibbud Av, which is
included in Aseres HaDibros, is arguably an important enough
mitzvah to be reiterated in this week’s parshah to emphasize
its significance. It is also reasonable to assume that it was
repeated to add another dimension to the mitzvah of kibbud:
being in awe of one‘s parents (1X1°n) is more than just being
mechabed them. But what compelled the Rambam to determine
that they should be counted separately in the count of 613?

Apparently, the beraisa quoted in Mesechtas Kiddushin (31b)
signaled to the Rambam that these are two separate mitzvos.
The Beraisa states:
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Herein the mekablim, the bearers of tradition, clarified that
mora and kibbud are not one and the same. Again, it is fair
to ask: Where did Chazal derive that information? Was it a
tradition passed down from Sinai, or can it be gleaned from
the pesukim themselves?

Considering the above postulation, that the term “kavod”
refers not to “honoring and respecting,” but to “providing
enjoyment and comfort,” it is obvious that “kavod” is a very
different mitzvah from “yirah,” which means treating parents
with awe. As a matter of fact, it is likely that “honoring and
respecting” parents would fall within the rubric of the mitzva
of “yirah”; treating them with awe is akin to respect and honor.

Presented here are eight passages from the sugya in Kiddushin
which are better understood according to this explanation:
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Feeding and dressing parents are examples of providing

“enjoyment and comfort,” not honoring them. One feeds and
dresses a child, too.

172 POD PR WK NTWYY 1772 PO°0 WK 7191 1127 11N :2 9 POITD .2

1O OINR MWW 7192 MY

Based on the passuk in this week’s parshah, the Beraisa

exempts a married woman from “kibbud av” because she is

pledged to her husband. Providing for parents can conflict with

awoman’s obligation to provide for her husband - but it should
not hinder her ability to honor her parents.
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A mother talking sweetly to her son may make him prone
to reciprocate by providing her with pleasure, but it would be
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