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Shavuos:
A Four-Day Yom Tov?

Rav Moshe Boruch Kaufman, Machon Aleh Zayis

This year, in Chutz LaAretz, Shavuos falls
on Wednesday and Thursday. As is well
known (see Rosh Hashanah 6b), Shavuos is not necessarily
connected to a day of the month but is always observed 50 days
from the second day of Pesach. Thus, in the time of kiddush
hachodesh by Bais Din, Shavuos could have been observed on the
5th or 6th or 7th of Sivan. Now, however, with our fixed calendar,
Shavuos always falls on the 6th of Sivan,
Even though today everyone already
knows by Shavuos when the second day
of Pesach fell, we nevertheless observe
a second day as well (Yom Tov Sheini),
consistent with all the other Yamim Tovim
(Chasam Sofer, O.C. 145).

“The Laws of Pesach,” the

popular Pesach digest by

Rav Avrohom Blumenkrantz zt”l, addresses
the issue of crossing the international dateline during the period
of Sefiras HaOmer (Ch. 35, p. 496). Besides the longstanding
controversy regarding the placement of the dateline (see my
article in Alim, Parshas Chayei Sarah 5782), another major issue
arises during Sefiras HaOmer: Someone who crosses the Pacific
Ocean from the continental USA to China or Taiwan would in
effect be “skipping” a day of the count.

Many Poskim weighed in on this interesting she'eilah. Some
were of the opinion that because this person missed a day, he
forfeits the berachah from then on. Others held that he counts on
the day he arrives without a berachah but may continue from the
following day with a berachah. In the reverse scenario, when he
“gains” a day, he would re-count the previous day a second time
without a berachah, and then continue counting with a berachah.

Thereisyet another possibility. The pasuk says u’sefartem lachem,
in the plural, from which Chazal derived that every person counts
sefirah individually (sefirah biyad kol echad vechad). Rav Yitzchok
Libes (Shu”t Bais Avi, Vol. 4:67) and others ruled that the traveler
continues his personal count. This was also the opinion of the
Lubavitcher Rebbe (Shaarei Halachah v’haMinhag, Kovetz Migdal
Or Vol. 5849). It is, however, a minority opinion; the majority of
Poskim rejected it, explaining that sefirah ['chol echad just means
that every individual must count these days for himself, unlike
sefiras Yovel, performed only by Bais Din.

Although a person can count Sefirah without a
berachah, the question of when to observe Shavuos is
more serious. Even Rav Libes agrees that Shavuos must be observed

P N
Rav Dovid Shapiro (second to the right)
with the Lubavitcher Rebbe Sukkos 5718

based on location and not on one’s personal count, since for Yom
Tov the pasuk says b'chol moshvosaichem, meaning that Yom Tov
must be determined by the place. Similarly, Rabbi Mordechai Kuber,
in Dover Sholom/Crossing the Dateline (Volume 2, Chapter 47), says
that since Shavuos is referred to as Yom Habikurim, Shavuos must
coincide with the 50th day of Yerushalayim’s count specifically.
However, the Lubavitcher Rebbe ruled that a traveler would
observe his own Shavuos. Therefore, if he traveled from mainland
Asia (China or Taiwan) to the USA, he would have his personal
Shavuos a day before the community observed it. When traveling
from the USA to Asia, he would not reach the 50th day until a
calendar day later, and he would observe the
American Shavuos the following day. This
opinion is accepted at least as a stringency
by Rav Blumenkrantz, as well as by the Piskei
Teshuvos (Vol. 5, Siman 489). They add that
on one’s personal Shavuos a person would
not say “Zman Matan Toraseinu,” since Zman
Matan Toraseinu depends on the actual day
that the country he is in observes Shavuos.

But in his encyclopedic work on the dateline,

Rav Yisroel Taplin (Taarich Yisrael, Siman 24)
dismisses this opinion from normative halachah. He asserts that
every other Posek rejects the idea of a personal Shavuos, among
them: 1) Bnei Tzlon, Rav Dovid Shapiro (Vol. 1,14 #21); 2) the
Minchas Yitzchok (Vol. 8, 50); 3) Be'er Moshe, the Debreciner Rov
(Vol. 7, 115, #5); 4) Kinyan Torah, Vol. 5, 46); 5) B'tzeil
HaChochmah, the Melbourner Rav, Vol. 5, 96), and others. This
was also the opinion of Rav Elyashiv, Rav Chaim Kanievsky, Rav
Scheinberg, and Rav Dovid Feinstein zt”L.

Rav Taplin urged Rav Blumenkrantz to retract his position. In the
following year’s edition (1998), Rav Blumenkrantz acknowledged
that many leading Poskim rejected it, and ruled that Shavuos is
observed according to the place where one is. In fact, even the
minority opinion agreed that one must refrain from melachah on the
6th of Sivan even if it is not yet Shavuos for him (eg. when traveling
from USA to Asia), since it is Yom Tov in the place where he is.

Although the halachah does not follow the

minority opinion, this year someone who
accepts it as a stringency would observe four consecutive days of
issur melachah. If traveling from the USA to Asia, he would observe
Friday (8 Sivan) as his Yom Tov Sheini.

One could argue that perhaps the 2nd day of Yom Tov was
instituted specifically in the place, and not on the person. In this
case, although he also observes Shavuos a day later than the local
community as per the minority opinion, perhaps he need not
observe an additional day, since he knows that it isn’t Shavuos,
and it was never observed as a Yom Tov in such a situation.
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