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May I ask how the time for ynw nx1p
ma11 YW is calculated in the Shabbos
zmanim? It seems to be calculated by
degrees, but I can’t find the same value in
other luchos. I have the same question for
R”annY w”7ap 11 910. Many thanks for your
precision on both zmanim

Kol Tuv and Gut Shabbos,

7/52%0/5, Faris, France

Rabbi Kaufman responds: Regarding the
zman Krias Shema Magen Avrohom, we use
the 16-degree shiur for alos (as opposed to
the standard 72 minutes fixed alos). In the
summertime, when Alos Hashachar is up
to 108 minutes before netz, sof zman Krias
Shema will be between 18 minutes before the
“standard” Magen Avrohom zman used in many
American luchos. In the spring and fall, the
difference is much smaller. This zman is also
used in most luchos outside the USA.

Note: in Paris the zman of Alos Hashachar (16
degrees) will be much earlier (up to 2 hours
and 45 minutes before netz), and the Magen
Avrohom zman will be up to an hour and
twenty minutes before the zman of the Gra.
Thankfully, based on CEST (Central European
Summer Time), the earliest time in Paris for
Mg"a Shema is at 8:25 AM (ironically later
than in Lakewood!). See my luchos kochavim,
printed in back of the sefer Or Hayom (page
251), for the exact zmanim.
The zman Krias Shema shel Arvis is based on
7.75 degrees — it is a zman in between the
7.083 degrees used for mitzvos d’Rabbanan,
like ending a taanis, and the 8.5 degrees used
for Motzaei Shabbos. Most luchos only use
the 7 degrees or 8.5 degrees, but Krias Shema
actually falls into a middle category. This also
corresponds to the shiur of the Igros Moshe
(EH Vol. 4 Siman 84 #4) for Krias Shema shel
Arvis at 45 minutes after shekiah in NYC.

* Kk
Regarding Rabbi Roth's piece about the
confusion over placing the era of Rabi
Akiva, see Pirkei D'Rebbi Eliezer, chapter
7, where Rabban Yochanan ben Zakai
is mentioned as a member of a group of
rabbis including Rabi Akiva. The Radal
notes that this is difficult to accept based
on the points made by Rabbi Roth. He
leaves the matter open as tzarich iyun.
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The “Right” Hand

Rav Shimon Szimonowitz, Machon Aleh Zayis

mEMRo 1oy

Hagaon Rav Aharon Kotler was once observed by his talmid Rav Moshe
Heinemann as he washed netilas yadayim for a seudah. Rav Heinemann noticed
that the Rosh Yeshivah poured water over his left hand first. He commented that this
would seem to contradict the Gemara in Shabbos (61a), which states that one should
give precedence to the right side. The Rosh Yeshivah replied, rhetorically: Which is a
bigger honor for the right hand, to be washed first or to be given the opportunity to
do the mitzvah of washing the other hand first? The Rosh Yeshivah reasoned that it is
a greater honor for the right hand to perform the mitzvah first than for the mitzvah
to be done to it first.

Rav Aharon based his practice on a halachah (O.C 3:10) that states: After relieving
oneself; cleansing should be done with the left hand and not the right. The source for
this halachah is in Gemara Berachos (62a), which says that the right
hand should not be used for this purpose because it is used for donning
tefillin. The argument could be made that yes, one uses his right hand to
don the tefillin, but the tefillin itself is wrapped on the left hand, so why
is the left hand any less of an issue to use for cleansing oneself than the
right hand? This, Rav Aharon said, is proof that in regard to a mitzvah,

the hand performing the mitzvah is considered more distinguished than
the hand that the mitzvah is performed on (see Alim Bamidbar, where
independently made this point).

The Gemara (Shabbos 61a) says that we give
precedence to the right side. For example, we put on
the right shoe before the left; When washing, the
right is washed first, etc.

The Shulchan Aruch (O.C. 4:10) rules regarding netilas yadayim
shacharis - 1°n° Yy P>PW 13 19RAW T°Y 110131 727 T°2 01 YW 9D Y01
nonn. The Bais Yosef and the commentaries to the Shulchan
Aruch state clearly that the source for this ruling is the Zohar.
It is remarkable that even the Biur HaGra, which generally seeks
to find sources in the Gemara for everything codified in the
Shulchan Aruch, does not reference the Gemara Shabbos as a
source for washing the right hand first.

Perhaps, though, there is no connection, because the Gemara
is talking about washing for hygienic purposes, and this has
no bearing on netilas yadayim, which is a mitzvah. For hygienic
purposes, washing the right first would be honoring the right,
whereas for a mitzvah, as Rav Aharon said, performing the
mitzvah with the right hand first is the way to honor the right.

Indeed, the Mishnah Berurah (158:4), does rule that one should
wash his right hand first at netilas yadayim I'seudah; while notably,
the Shulchan Aruch mentions washing the right hand first only in
connection with netilas yadayim shacharis.

Rav Moshe Heinemann pointed out that Rav Aharon’s practice,
of the right hand washing the left first for netilas yadayim I'seudabh,
is in line with the omission by the Shulchan Aruch of netilas
yadayim ['seudah, as opposed to the aforementioned Mishnah
Berurah, which don’t differentiate between the two netilos.
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The Bais Yosef himself cites a contradiction in the Zohar
regarding which hand a person should wash netilas yadayim
first, the right or the left: in Parshas Mikeitz the Zohar indicates
that the right hand is washed first, while in Parshas Terumah it
indicates that the left hand is washed first. The Bais Yosef offers
two possible solutions for this dichotomy:

1) In Terumah, the Zohar is discussing netilas yadayim I'seudah,
for which the left hand should be washed first, while in Mikeitz it
is discussing netilas yadayim shacharis, for which the right hand
should be washed first.

2) In Terumah, the Zohar means to say that one should pick up
the cup with the right hand and then pass it to the left, so that
one can do as the Zohar says in Mikeitz — wash the right hand
first. Accordingly, for both netilah I'seudah and netilas
shacharis the right hand should be washed first.

In a letter to our editorial board, Rav Shlomo
Lefkowitz pointed out that since the Shulchan Aruch
(4:10) paskens in accordance with (2) above - that
we should pick up the cup with the right hand and
pass it to the left — it would seem that the halachah
is that both for netilas yadayim I'seudah and for netilas
yadayim shacharis, the right hand should be washed
first. This would be in line with the Mishnah Berurah.

Perhaps it can be suggested that although the Bais
Yosef in siman dalet was explaining the Zohar that
way, it does not mean that he paskened that in practice, when
washing for a seudah, one should wash the right hand first. The
Shulchan Aruch may have agreed that although the Zohar holds
that the right hand should be washed first (5v x> RVYWRY
RYRNW), since from a nigleh halachic perspective it is better to
perform a mitzvah with the right side first, therefore regarding
netilas yadayim I'seudah Rav Aharon is right that we perform the
mitzvah first with the right hand. But if so, why did the Shulchan
Aruch follow the kabbalistic approach as per the Zohar regarding
netilas yadayim shacharis, but not regarding netilas yadayim
I'seudah?

It would seem that there is a fundamental difference between
netilas shacharis and netilah I'seudah. For netilah ['seudah, the act
of washing is a bona fide maaseh mitzvah, and therefore the right
hand should perform the mitzvah first. For netilas shacharis,
however, the act of washing is not the mitzvah per se; the actual
mitzvah is the resulting ritual purification of the hands. Therefore,
for netilas shacharis, getting the right hand cleaned is the way of
honoring the right hand, similar to when washing for hygienic
purposes, while for netilah I'seudah, doing the act of netilah with
the right hand first is the right way of honoring the right.

For most sources cited in this article, including the story with Rav Aharon, I am
indebted to Rav Shlomo Lefkowitz. I am also indebted to him for bringing this topic
to my attention.
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