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Post-Shavuos Tachanun

Rav Moshe Boruch Kaufman,
Machon Aleh Zayis

The Rema (O.C 131:7 and 494:3) rules that we
don’t say Tachanun from Rosh Chodesh Sivan until after Shavuos.
From this we infer that he holds that we resume saying Tachanun
the week after Shavuos, starting on 9 Sivan, immediately after
Isru Chag.

However, the Magen Avrohom (131:18) cites in the name of
the Knesses Hagedolah that some refrain from saying Tachanun
until 13 Sivan, because those are the days that Klal Yisrael
were still permitted to bring the korban chagigah of
Shavuos; the Gemara (Rosh Hashanah 5a) says that
just as Pesach has a seven-day period to bring the
chagigah, so does Shavuos. Furthermore, the fact
thatitis called “Chag haShavuos” connotes that there
is an aspect of a full week to the Yom Tov, namely
regarding tashlumin.

Based on the idea of Shavuos having a week of
tashlumin, the Chok Yaakov (473:1) paskens that
someone who didn’t say “Shehecheyanu” on Shavuos
may say it until the end of the 7-day period after
Shavuos.

The Ashkenazim, who generally follow Rema, do so
here as well, saying Tachanun on these days. However, the minhag
of the Sefardim, based on Knesses Hagedolah, is not to resume
saying Tachanun until 13 Sivan (see Pri Chodosh Siman 494).

There is, however, an early source found in

the Baalei haTosfos for not saying Tachanun in

the week after Shavuos. Rabbeinu Yoel Halevi
(son of the Raavan and father of the Ravyah) says that tzidduk hadin
said at a levayah should be omitted during the week following
Shavuos, and Ravyah quotes his father in Mesechta Chagigah and in
Hilchos Aveilus regarding omitting Tachanun. This opinion is also
quoted in Hagahos Ashri (end of Mesechta Moed Koton), Sefer Agudah
(Chagigah Perek 2) and Piskei Tosfos (Moed Koton).

In Sheeilos u'Teshuvos Zichron Yosef siman 18, Rav Yosef
Steinhardt (1720-1776), Rav of Fiierth, Germany, takes issue
with the Ashkenazim who say Tachanun during the week
following Shavuos, while in siman 19, Rav Shaul of Amsterdam
defends their minhag. (See sefer Pischei Teshuvah, Rav Yisrael
Isserlin, O.C. Siman 494, quoting both opinions.)

Interestingly, Rav Yaakov Emden (Siddur Yaavetz, Shaar
Hamizrach/Orach gimel) says that the correct minhag is that of the
Sefardim. Both the Mishnah Berurah and Aruch HaShulchan quote
the Magen Avrohom to this effect, thereby codifying it as a valid
opinion even for Ashkenazim.
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Itis quoted in the name of Rabbi Akiva Eiger (see also
Toras Moshe, Chasam Sofer, Parshas Balak) based on the sefer
Chesed L'Avrohom, that there are 132 days in the year on which we
do not say Tachanun. Balak, who requested Bil'am to curse Klal
Yisrael, said "nnpY »a7x 2pY; the gematria of 132 ,apY, hints at
these 132 days of Yom Tov to be cursed. Instead, Bil'am blessed
the other 222 days of the year: 772 n372 nam. The only way to get
to that number is by including the week after Shavuos. (See sefer
LaKol Zman V’Es by Rav Dovid Heber for the exact calculation.)

An additional minhag not brought in the

majority of poskim is not to say Tachanun
on Pesach Sheini. Seemingly the logic follows that of
the days following Shavuos: since Pesach Sheini is a
tashlumin of Pesach, it becomes a mini-Yom Tov. The
Pri Megadim (see Mishbetzos Zahav 131:15 and his
sefer on minhagim, Noam Megadim) observes that
some who don’t say Tachanun after Shavuos
nevertheless do say it on Pesach Sheini. He explains
that the days of tashlumin were reserved for the large
number of people, resembling a tzibbur, who didn’t
manage to bring their korbanos on Yom Tov, whereas
Pesach Sheini would be only for the tashlumin of
individuals. Ironically, in many kehillos, Pesach Sheini
has become a day not to say Tachanun, as opposed to
the days after Shavuos.

In Eretz Yisrael, the widespread minhag post-

Shavuos is not to say Tachanun. Siddurim
following minhag Eretz Yisrael (Siddur Vilna, etc.) don’t even
mention a minhag of saying it. (See also sefer Ishay Yisrael, an
authoritative sefer for minhagei haTefillah, which simply states that
Tachanun is not said; only in the footnote is the minhag Chazon Ish
to say Tachanun cited.) At first glance this is just one of many cases
where minhag Eretz Yisrael/Perushim was influenced by the
preexisting minhag Sefardim. However, HaRav Saraya Diblitzky zt”]
ardently defends the minhag, of not saying Tachanun, since it has
roots in minhag Ashkenaz as stated above.

Based on the Bach (O.C. 131) and others that
Tachanun is a reshus, some hold that since there
is a sheeilah post-Shavuos regarding saying Tachanun or not, one
may be lenient and not say it. It is worth mentioning that even some
Yeshivos in Chutz Laaretz do not say tachanun (eg. Yeshiva Staten
Island) based primarily on the influence of Nusach Sefard and Eretz
Yisrael. As always, everyone should follow the minhag of his kehillah.
Perhaps in the way of drush we can explain that Shavuos is
compared to a chasunah of Hakadosh Baruch Hu and Klal Yisrael,
warranting a week of sheva brachos. May we all be zocheh to bring
the korbanos of Shavuos bimheirah biyameinu.
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