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Halachos During Vacation III
Rav Moshe Boruch Kaufman, Machon Aleh Zayis

wehir’

In the last two years (Eikev 5782, Eikev 5783) we discussed various
halachos that are applicable when traveling or on vacation. In this Part III,
we will focus on the different brachos and halachos that are unique upon
visiting certain sites or experiencing unusual phenomena. For a more detailed
discussion of these halachos, see sefer Shoshanas Yisrael (Bein Hametzarim)
and Shiurim on Hilchos Brachos (Rav Shaul Katz shlita).

1. Oceans, Seas, Rivers: When seeing a sea or ocean less
frequently than once in thirty days, one says the brachah of Oseh
Maaseh Bereishis (Shulchan Aruch O.C. 228:1).

2. One may also make a brachah on very large rivers (that existed
in that location since creation) such as the Amazon River (based
on Aruch Hashulchan ad. loc).

3. One does not make the brachah on the Yam
Hamelach (Dead Sea), as it was not created there
during the yemei bereishis (see Shevet Halevi Vol. 9
#47).

4. On the Atlantic Ocean (and according to many
poskim the Mediterranean Sea), one makes the
unique brachah of She'asah Yam Hagadol.

5. According to some poskim, a brachah is not
recited on a sea when one isn’t inspired from the
niflaos haBorei. Therefore, one would not make a
brachah on many more common lakes and seas.

6. Niagara Falls: When visiting Niagara Falls, one can only
make the brachah of Oseh Maaseh Bereishis if he hasn’t seen the
ocean in thirty days. One doesn’t make the brachah on the falls
themselves.

7. When seeing arainbow at the falls, one doesn’t make a brachah,
as this is a continuous occurrence since the mist is constantly
present, as the light is reflected from the water.

8. Mountains: Shulchan Aruch (ibid.) states that one says
Oseh Maaseh Bereishis on mountains and hills. Generally, one
recites this brachah only on very distinct mountains that are
extraordinary (e.g. the Canadian Rockies, Mt. Everest.) The
common minhag is not to make a brachah on ‘regular’ mountains.
(See however Vedibarta Bam (Vol. 1 #58:3) who states that Rav
Moshe Feinstein zt”I made a brachah on the Catskills Mountains.)
9. Many recite a brachah upon visiting the Grand Canyon in
Arizona.

10. Other Extraordinary Sites: According to some poskim, one
may say a brachah whenever he is amazed at maaseh bereishis (e.g.
volcanos.). Others say that the brachah was only instituted for
specific wonders. (see Shaar Haayin 7:6). One should nevertheless
make note of the niflaos haBorei and one may certainly say a
brachah without shem u'malchus.
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11. All these brachos should only be recited in close proximity of
the site. When coming from afar (e.g. on a plane) one should wait
until he is close enough to see the site well.

12. Kosel and Cities of Yehudah: When seeing the site of
the Bais Hamikdash, the ruins of the cities of Yehudah and the
old city of Yerushalayim, one tears kriah. Since the location of
the cities of Yehudah are unknown, kriah isn’t done for them.
Some only do kriah at the makom hamikdash and not on the city
of Yerushalayim. According to many poskim one can do kriah at
the Kosel Hamaaravi, but others say that one should first see the
portion of the Mikdash that is still desolate. (see Igros Moshe O.C.
4:70, Shoshanas Yisrael 19:3-5).

13. Kriah is not done on Erev Shabbos after chatzos, or on Yom
Tov days such as Rosh Chodesh, Chanukah, and Purim. There is
a minhag not to do kriah on Motzaei Shabbos or
even other days when tachanun isn’t recited, but
the source is unclear.

14.Visiting a Kever: One who hasn’t visited a
Jewish cemetery within thirty days recites the
brachah, Asher yatzar eschem badin (Shulchan Aruch
224:12). The brachah is only recited when there
are at least two kevarim (Mishnah Berurah ad loc.
#16). Furthermore, one must see the actual grave
in close proximity (Igros Moshe O.C Vol. 5, 37:10).
When visiting kivrei tzaddikim (particularly ancient
kevarim) some do not make the brachah since it is possible that
the remains aren’t at that location (Shoshanas Yisrael 22:47 citing
Teshuvos V’hanhagos Vol. 4 #56).

15. A Place of a Nes: One who visits the concentration camps
does not recite a brachah even if his parents or grandparents were
saved there (Shoshanas Yisrael ibid. #48, citing Rav Shlomo Miller).
16. Place of Avodah Zarah: One who visits Vatican City in Rome
may not enter the Sistine Chapel, as it is a place of avodah zarah.
Kohanim should be careful when visiting Vatican City, as there may
be ancient burial sites there (Shoshanas Yisrael ibid. #49).

17. Animals in the Zoo: When visiting a zoo, one says the
brachah of meshaneh habriyos on certain animals. According to
Shulchan Aruch (225:8) one makes the brachah on an elephant and
an ape. The Gemara also mentions making a brachah on an owl.
According to one opinion (see Halichos Shlomo 23 #35) one can
make the brachah on any interesting-looking animal (except for a
fish). Some poskim suggest that nowadays the brachah isn’t usually
said, since most people have already seen these animals as children.
18. Hagomel: The common minhag is to “bentsch gomel” when
one takes a flight overseas. Some don’t bentsch hagomel since
today this has become commonplace and flying overseas doesn’t
pose any risk of danger.
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