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on the ‘derech’ you are going.” Devorah was
telling him that if she needed to join him, then she, a woman,
would be credited for securing the road.

Devorah goes on to declare that the corrupted travel routes
continued to plague the nation (5:7) “until I, Devorah, arose; I arose
as a mother in Yisrael.” This is a clear reference to what she warned
Barak that “it will not be your glory on the ‘derech’ that you are
going [to secure], for in the hand of a woman [=a mother in Yisrael]
Hashem will deliver Sisera.”
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On the question of which Ramah is being
referenced, I am convinced that Ramah mentioned here is neither
in Naftali nor in Binyamin. Ramban, cited above, based on Shmuel
1:1 assumed that Ramah mentioned in connection with Devorah
is in “Har Ephraim.” Elkanah was called an Efrasi because he
hailed from Har Ephraim, and perhaps that is the same Efras
which is referenced when Yaakov traveled from Beis-El on the
way to Efras. Accordingly, Devorah was situated (or ruled)
between Beis-El and Ramah of Har Ephraim, peshuto k'mashma’o!
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Rabbi Reuven Wachs

The Road to Ramah

A rejoinder by Rav Shimon Szimonowitz,
Machon Aleh Zayis

In his article in the Alim, Parshas
Shoftim, Rav Yehuda Roth wrote that the scope of each shofet’s
rule did not necessarily extend throughout the land. Accordingly,
he offered a novel interpretation to a pasuk in the beginning of
Devorah’s story (Shoftim 4:5): “She would sit under the date palm of
Devorah between Ramah and Beis-El on Mount Ephraim...” He
suggested that the pasuk describes the extent of Devorah’s reach; it
spanned from the city of Beis-El in Binyamin all the way to the city
of Ramah farther north, in Naftali (see Yehoshua 19:37).

In his letter to the publisher (Alim, Ki Seitzei), Rav Asher Ravach
asserted that the plain meaning of the pasuk is simply providing
the locale of the date palm. To this I point out that Rashi, following
the Targum, clearly assumes otherwise.
Rashi states that this pasuk cannot be taken
literally as providing us with Devorah’s
physical location.

Rav Ravach also challenged Rav Roth’s
assumption that the Ramah mentioned
in connection to Devorah was in Naftali,
favoring the much closer Ramah which was
in Binyamin (see Yehoshua 18:25). Rav Roth
countered that that since we know that she
was in Har Ephraim, which is situated north
of the entire Binyamin and north of Beis-E],
it is unlikely that the pasuk would give us her location by placing
her between two cities which lay south of where she was. I will later
return to this debate by offering a third Ramah. For now, I want to
suggest that it was this argument which led Targum Yonasan and
Rashi to assume that the pasuk is not merely giving us her location.

In his response to Rav Ravach, Rav Roth also speculated

that perhaps the reason that the pasuk mentions these
two points of reference, Beis-El and Ramah, was that there was a
central travel route connecting them, and the pasuk is telling us
that she ruled over this road.

Although Rav Roth did not offer any supporting evidence for
this idea, I believe it has merit. [t was pointed out to me that from
the pasuk (Shoftim 5:6) “...highway travel ceased, and the wayfarers
walked on roundabout paths,” we can glean that disruption of the
roads was a defining challenge in Devorah’s times. Devorah drew
a contrast between her reign and the reign of her predecessor
regarding the security of the roads. She credits herself for securing
the roads and the paths, something Shamgar and Yael had failed to
accomplish. This was one of Devorah’s crowning achievements. In
this context, it is easy to understand that the pasuk would describe
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her sphere of influence in terms of controlling a travel route.

If indeed by saying “between Beis-El and

Ramah,” the pasuk refers to an ancient road, it
would be the ancient travel route through Eretz Yisrael's mountain
range. That ancient path, dubbed “derech hahar” or “derech ha'avos,”
roughly followed the same route as Highway 60 follows today.

The Torah tells us in Parshas Vayishlach (35:16) that Yaakov
“journeyed from Beis-El and there was still a stretch of land to go to Efras”
when Rochel died. Later in Parshas Vayechi (48:7) Yaakov describes
Rochel as dying on the ‘derech.’ In fact, Ramban and Rabbeinu Bachya
(ibid.) observed that the word “derech” is underscored in the pasuk by
repetition: “She died in the land of Canaan on the ‘derech’, when there
was still some distance to go to Efras, and I buried her there on the ‘derech’
to Efras.” Rochel was buried on the ‘derech’ from Beis-El to Efras.

Chazal — cited by Rashi (ibid.) and explained by Ramban
and Rabbeinu Bachya — learn from the
emphasis on ‘derech’ that it was in fact the
rationale for Yaakov burying Rochel there,
on the road. “Because when Nevuzaradan
will exile the nation of Yisrael they will
travel that road, and when they pass by her
kever, she will daven for them.”

The prooftext which Chazal cite is a pasuk
in Yirmiyahu (31:14), “A voice is heard in
Ramah, wailing, bitter weeping, Rochel weeps
for her children.” Ramban writes (Bereishis
35:16) that upon immigrating to Eretz
Yisrael he became aware that Rochel’s kever is not anywhere near
Ramah of Binyamin, nor in Ramah of Har Ephraim. Faced with the
evidence on the ground, Ramban concludes that Yirmiyahu was
poetically describing Rochel’s voice emanating from where she was
buried and being heard all the way to Ramah.

Considering all of the above, we can conclude that there was
an important road going from Beis-El to Ramah (be it whichever
Ramah it may be). Devorah ruled over that passage. And when
Yaakov journeyed on that road from Beis-El to Efras, Rochel died
and was buried on that road. It therefore makes sense to say
poetically that Rochel’s cries were heard all the way until the far-
off Ramah at the end of that road. (Compare the old Brooklyn
expression “you can hear it from here to Canarsie”; it has been
noted that Canarsie lies at the end of a public transportation line.)

Topographical Map of Eretz Yisrael (Aim!/Rachel Adler)

Having established the centrality of

roads during Devorah’s reign, we can
uncover the meaning of another element of Shiras Devorah. When
Barak insists that he will only lead the campaign against Yavin if
Devorah joins him, Devorah replies that she is certainly willing to
go with him, (4:9) “but it will not be your glory
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