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19 *NnW1 1Y NIR
Chodesh Elul as a Refuge

Based on Od Chazon L'moed by Rabbi Yitzchok Wagner shlita

Rav Moshe Shapiro zt”l (Shuvi VeNechzeh, Elul 9) says: Elul is
unique in that we find in Chazal a multitude of hints and allusions
to it, scattered around the Torah. The familiar
ones — 2 > 11717 °1x and the like - are related to
the main thrust of our avodah in Elul. But Elul is
alluded to in more esoteric ways as well. What is
it about Elul that evokes remazim from so many
different angles and diverse sources?

One remez to Elul can shed some light on
this phenomenon. The Arizal brings the passuk
nnw 0119 01PN 7Y "NRWI 1Y NIR D°P1YRN1, someone
who killed another person 1wa must go into
galus (Shemos 21: 13), and says that the n”1 of
9 nnwn 119 NrR spell out Elul. In a certain
sense Elul is an “0opn 1v.”

Now the Gemara says (Makkos 10b) that we are
obligated to place signposts at every intersection
to direct accidental murderers to the nearest
vYpn . So if Elul is an “09pn 1y, it would follow that Elul too
needs signposts, in the form of the many hints to Elul that are
scattered through the Torah.

However, the way Elul resembles an ©9pn 1"y needs explication.

The central theme of Elul is of course teshuvah; these days of
rachamim are an auspicious time for Hashem to accept our teshuvah.
Rabbeinu Yonah (Shaarei Teshuvah 1:1) defines
teshuvah as a place of refuge, where a person can
shelter from the impact of his previous actions h
and escape their consequences. He brings a e
mashal from Chazal about the severity of failing "
to seize the opportunity of doing teshuvah: I

“This is like a company of thieves who are
imprisoned by the king in his dungeon, who
succeed in digging a tunnel by which they all
escape — except one. Discovering the one who
remained behind, the warden hits him with
his stick, saying, “The tunnel is dug before you,
how did you not make haste to save yourself?”
Similarly, Hashem has prepared an escape from
our deviant actions — teshuvah. If we do not grab the chance to do
teshuvah, we are at fault not only for our original misdeeds, but
even more, as the warden told the prisoner, with an escape hatch
open before us, for not availing ourselves of it.
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Rabbi Yitzchok Wagner, Talmudo B'yado
and Rabbi Shimon Szimonowitz, Aleh Zayis
celebrating the publication of Tym% y1tn 1y

Rav Moshe Shapiro asks: Why is punishment due the prisoner
who remained behind in his cell? Did he not do the right thing by
accepting the original punishment for which he was imprisoned?
Why does he deserve to be punished again for remaining there?
And he answers: Prison is a place that people do their utmost to
get away from if they only have the chance. Someone who shows
that prison is not a place to run away from is
undermining the very punishment of prison, and
for that alone he deserves to be punished.

This is also the nature of the refuge and
escape represented by teshuvah; it offers us the
opportunity to exhibit our recognition of the
futile nature of our previous actions. By not
grabbing the opportunity to run away from our
derelictions by doing teshuvah, we show that we
are satisfied to remain imprisoned by the physical
world which enslaved us in the first place.

The power of Elul lies in the fact that in these
days in the Midbar, Bnei Yisrael became aware of
how they were led astray by the machinations of
the Satan, who showed them a skewed version
of reality and caused them to worship the egel
hazahav. Recognizing their mistake, they fled from their previous
ways — straight into the embrace of their loving Father. As the
Rambam writes regarding the auspicious days of the Yamim
Nora'im (Pirush Hamishnayos, Rosh Hashanah 4:7), "> nnw »55
YR 01121 N72171,0WNA R1121 TN91 Y01 nT1ay", the awesomeness of
the days themselves and recognition of the majesty and dominion
of our King cause us to run back to His service.
This is the "vYpn 17" of Elul.

To mention one more remez to Elul, the
Chiddushei Harim (cited in Sfas Emes Devarim/
Chodesh Elul, 5632) expounds on the passuk
"amax [7] ’7 uwy K0 DpIvRa XA 0 0w
(Tehillim 100: 2) that has a XY ;2'n> / "p with
an ’X means that He made us, not we ourselves,
while 19 with a 1 means that He made us and we
belong to Him. Combining the letters of this mp
2n> /, says the Chiddushei Harim, we get “219x.”

The Sfas Emes elaborates that when we
successfully negate (xY) the influences and
impressions of the physical world, we are able
to strengthen our innate connection (19) to Hashem and return to
Him nbw 153, and he is 9apn our teshuvah with love. Recognizing
the futility of our previous actions and “escaping” to our Father
and King, is the essence of Elul.
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