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Shattering the Glass Myth

Rav Moshe Boruch Kaufman, Machon Aleh Zayis
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Recently Iwas at the keilim mikveh. The kli  was about to toivel was
a safek tevilah, so I asked someone to be motzi me with his berachah.
“I am only toiveling glass,” he replied, “so I don’t make a berachah; our
family’s minhag is not to make a berachah on tevilah of glass keilim.”

The Source for Keilim made of Glass being Obligated in Tevilah

Min HaTorah, tevilas keilim is required only for metal utensils.
The passuk lists six metals for tevilah: gold, silver, copper, iron,
tin, and lead. Other metals, such as aluminum, zinc, nickel also
require tevilah, albeit only mid’'Rabbanan.

The Gemara (Avodah Zarah 75b) adds that glass utensils are
also obligated in tevilas keilim; since they are similar to metal
utensils in that they can be re-formed after they
break, the Rabbanan equated them with metal.
But since glass is obligated only mid’Rabbanan, in
certain cases of safek where a metal utensil will still
need tevilah, a glass utensil may not, according to
the rule that a safek d’Rabbanan is Ukula.

Berachos on Mitzvos d’Rabbanan

The Gemara (Shabbos 23a) says that we recite a
berachah on mitzvos d’Rabbanan like eruv, Hallel,
netilas yadayim, ner Shabbos, ner Chanukah, and
krias haMegillah. How can we say “v’tzivanu” on
something that wasn’t commanded by Hashem? The Gemara
answers that the Torah commands us “Lo sassur,” do not
deviate from divrei haChachamim, in effect including all mitzvos
d’Rabbanan in “v’tzivanu.” The one exception is when the entire
mitzvah is based on a safek; therefore, one doesn’t say a berachah
when separating demai. Based on this, it should be obvious that
one recites a berachah on toiveling a glass utensil, and that is what
the Shulchan Aruch paskens (Yoreh Deah 120:1).

Interestingly, some Poskim make a point of emphasizing that
one should recite a berachah when toiveling glass, seemingly to
counter an erroneous minhag of not doing so. Yet in Teshuvos
v’Hanhagos (Vol. 2 #409), Rav Moshe Shternbuch says that
certain “siddurim” print that one recite a berachah only when
toiveling metal and not when toiveling glass. How did such a
practice develop?

1. Safek that the Kli was Once Owned by a Jew

While Rav Shternbuch (ibid) first dismisses this minhag out of
hand, he does try to provide a rationale for it. Perhaps, he says,
people feared that a Jew had some ownership in this utensil. While
this concern would not be enough to exempt the utensil from
tevilah, regarding a berachah we would apply the rule of safek brochos
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I'hakel. In fact some even say that one does not recite a berachah
in a situation of a sfek-sfeika. So, although we generally assume kol
d’purosh merubo purosh, here it is kavua and remains a safek.

This idea, however, presents a problem, because if so, then one
shouldn’t say a berachah even on metal keilim, based on safek brochos
Ihakel. The Teshuras Shai (2:104) actually uses a similar rationale to
argue not to say a berachah on the tevilah of any keilim.

2. Different Types of Glasswork

Perhaps this custom developed when glass-like materials
were introduced. While most glass-like materials have the same
halachah as glass, there are a few exceptions. Crystal is glass
to which lead oxide has been added. Pyrex is glass to which
borosilicate has been added. Both of these require tevilah with a
berachah. Corelle is glass combined with other materials, but still
requires tevilah with a berachah because it is mainly glass (see Igros
Moshe Y.D. Vol. 2, #164, and Minchas Yitzchok Vol.
4, #114-4). Corningware, however, although has
a glassy look, is made of a glass and earthenware
mixture, and a berachah is not said. Since at the
time people were not familiar yet with the various
types of glass, they didn’t say a berachah on any.

3. Glass Coating

Another theory: A few hundred years ago, keilim
of porcelain were introduced into Europe, imported
from China and therefore called “chinaware.” The
Poskim of the time (Rav Yaakov Emden, She'®ilas
Yaavetz (1:67) cited by Pischei Teshuvah; the Pri Megadim O.C. 451
31 cited in Rabi Akiva Eiger Y.D. 120, and others) discussed this
new kind of utensil, concluding that essentially the porcelain was
earthenware, just with a glass-like finish. (See The Kosher Kitchen,
Rav Binyomin Forst (Appendix B Section C), for a detailed
discussion regarding today’s porcelain/china). So a kli made of
earthenware but coated with metal or glass does requires tevilah.
However, since this coating is only a thin glaze, one doesn’t recite
a berachah on the tevilah. (The Poskim called these utensils klei
gezeirt, similar to the word “glaze.” A “glazier” cuts or fits glass, as
we say on Yom Kippur, 211 12 n°21512 1301 °3.)

The psak that utensils with a glass finish do require tevilah but
without a berachah may have confused people about the necessity
for tevilah-with-a-brachah of all-glass keilim.

Halachah I’'Maaseh

We recite a berachah on the tevilah of all types of glass keilim
(crystal, Pyrex, Duralex, fiberglass, and Corelle). We do not say
a berachah on Corningware, or on porcelain with a glass finish.
Acrylic (Lucite) items are made of plastic and do not require tevilah

(according to basic halachah). [Editors note: For further discussion see
Shulchan Hapanim by Rabbi Pinchas Stern, Aleh Zayis edition, siman heh.]

Rav Binyomin Forst shlita
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