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Rabbi Shlomo Baruch Alon

Shofar at Sunrise
and the Time of Judgment

Rav Moshe Boruch Kaufman, Machon Aleh Zayis

The Mishnah (Rosh Hashanah 32b) says that that

the shofar is blown at Mussaf-time. The Gemara
(ibid.) explains that although we generally rule that zerizin
makdimin, tekias shofar is different, because during the time of
Roman rule it was a sakanah to blow shofar in the morning. The
Yerushalmi says the malchus (presumably the Roman government)
thought that we were sounding the shofar as a way to rebel
against them. Rashi says that the enemy decreed that the Jews
may not perform the mitzvah, so the Jews put it off all morning
until the guards left.

Interestingly, the Shulchan Aruch (588:1) writes, “The time for
blowing shofar is from sunrise on,” and doesn’t mention that we
delay until Mussaf. However, all Poskim agree that
the takanah of blowing at Mussaf-time remains
in place even though there is no sakanah today
(Mishnah Berurah 588:2).

The Rishonim question why we don’t
bring tekias shofar back to Shacharis-
time. Though the shofar must be blown during the
Mussaf Shemoneh Esrai in the Malchuyos, Zichronos
and Shofros sections, it may also be blown earlier;
especially after the takanah of blowing shofar twice
(see Rosh Hashanah 16a) — before Shemoneh Esrai
(tekiyos d’'miyushav) and in Shemoneh Esrai (tekiyos d’'me’umad) —
we can fulfill the mitzvah both before davening and during Mussaf.
Tosfos (Rosh Hashanah 32b) cited in Shaar Hatziyon (ad
loc. #5-#6) explains that although the gezeirah doesn’t apply
anymore, Chazal were concerned that these gezeiros could be re-
implemented, and therefore they institutionalized the takanah.
This can be compared to the takanah of lighting Chanukah
candles indoors during a time of sakanah, which is continued in
chutz la-Aretz even today. Other Rishonim answer this question
differently (see Raavad). The Shaar Hatziyon concludes that there
is no reason to follow the custom “of certain gedolim” to blow the
shofar at sunrise.

The custom of blowing shofar at sunrise is cited in

Shaarei Teshuvah (588) in the name of the mekubal
Maharam Zacuto. However, the Chida in Teshuvos Chayim Sha'al
(Vol. 2, Siman 10 #2) takes issue with this minhag, saying that we
are not concerned with kabbalistic secrets that the Arizal didn’t
reveal to us. Furthermore, the Rashash (Rav Sholom Sharabi,
1720-1777) said that this custom should be abandoned, and he
himself indeed abolished it. Perhaps the reason for abandoning
this custom was that it came from impure sources.

Rav Yaakov Sasportas zt"]

We find precedent to abolish even good minhagim that had
origins in bad sources. Rav Yaakov Sasportas (Shu”t Ohel Yaakov
#66) writes that the custom instituted in Amsterdam of Bircas
Kohanim every Shabbos should be abolished; even though it
would be a mitzvah to duchen daily, since it was instituted by
Shabsai Tzvi, it is not to be continued.

In Teshuvos Dvar Moshe (Vol. 3 Siman 13), Rav Moshe Amariliu
(1696-1748) from Salonica mentions that he heard that the custom
of blowing shofar at sunrise was practiced by Nathan of Gaza, the
false “prophet” of Shabsai Tzvi. Not surprisingly, the Chemdas
Yomim says that this was the minhag of the “earlier chassidim”,
based on the concept of 71nTP> RY TV XYY 0T, getting ahead of
the mikatrigim before they can testify against us. It is reasonable to
assume that the followers of a false Messiah felt that that was the
time to show that redemption is imminent. Moving tekias shofar
back to sunrise was symbolic of not being concerned with gezeiras
hamalchus anymore.

In the sefer Pi Shnayim on the Rosh

by Rav Elisha ben Avrohom of Altona
(1735), Rav Yaakov Emden in a chiddush
(subsequently published in Mishneh Lechem, an
addendum to Lechem Shamayim) Rav Yaakov Emden
explains the meaning of the Gemara: Chazal
realized that in the first three hours of the day there
is strict judgment (based on Avoda Zara 4b and
Shulchan Aruch 591), so blowing the shofar at that
time wouldn’t have the desired effect of arousing
middas harachamim. When the above incident occurred, they
understood this as a sign to permanently move tekias shofar to
the latter part of the morning, where the judgement is less harsh
and therefore more favorable. This is why the Mishnah, which
usually tells us of the original practice, omits it here.

The concept of Mussaf being the time for
judgment in general is a matter of debate.
Tosfos (Avodah Zarah 3b) explains that we say 197 X1 mipnn
onn1a at Mussaf because it is a time of judgment; thus we ask
Hashem to turn towards rachamim at that time. Tosfos, however,
rejects this explanation, because it is the first three hours which
are the time of judgment as we see in the Gemara (ibid. 4b). Based
on Tosfos’ conclusion, the Levush (596) rules that one does not
say ‘I'shanah tovah tikasaiv” after three hours have passed, since
the judgment has already been written. The Magen Avrohom
(582:8), disagrees, concluding that the judgment is at Mussaf.
The Eliyahu Rabbah (601:2) explains that the minhag (printed
in most machzorim) to say L'Kail Oraich Din on the first day of
Rosh Hashanah at Shacharis (in the first three hours) and the
second day at Mussaf (in the second three hours) is a compromise
between the two opinions. (See p. 2, for the various minhagim).

Rabbi Chezky Green

PPOWIYI DN PN AN WONTONNAR 1NYP 20 1T YRR OMAR 2N YUNTP0AIYIRIA WN AN 1an YN WPRA 29 IR 17N

/98T ORI 1INR "2
D712RT 1"R°12 YR 270



