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Measuring Up to the Avos

By Rav Naftali Friedler ztl,
Rosh Yeshivas Ner Yisroel, Toronto

s nby

Based on Daf Chizuk, collected essays by gedolei yisrael compiled by
Rabbi Yossie Bleier shlita, originally circulated by Zeirei Agudath
Isreal in 1975-1980.

The Midrash (BR 58:3) relates that, once, while teaching his
students, Rabi Akiva noticed that they were beginning to doze off.
To wake them up Rabi Akiva asked, “Why was Esther HaMalkah
privileged to rule over 127 provinces?” and he answered his own

question: Because she was a descendant of Soroh Imelnu who

lived 127 years.”

Moriv’'Rabi Rav Dessler zt”l explains:

Rabi Akiva was discussing topics so
sublime that his students began to fall
asleep, because they felt that those esoteric
spiritual heights were unattainable. To
inspire them, Rabi Akiva told them that
although Esther couldn’t expect to reach
the spiritual heights of her great forebear
Soroh, her striving to do so brought her to alevel of ruach hakodesh.

Chazal say (Tana d’Bei Eliyahu ch. 25) that everyone should ask
himself, 2py71 pn¥’ DNaR >Max nwynY *wyn W nn—When will
my deeds reach the level of those of my forefathers Avraham, Yitzchak,
and Yaakov? In other words, each of us must strive to reach the
height of perfection of our forefathers. Yet how can we possibly
emulate them? It seems to us that there is too large a gap between
their and our capabilities and achievements.

One way of fulfilling this awesome obligation is to be consistent
in an area of avodah where one has proven himself capable of
accomplishment. Doing so, he will be following in the ways of our
Avos, who achieved temimus, consistency of service. For example,
if a person realizes that he has a love of Torah because at a certain
time he gave of himself, despite hardship, to further his Torah
education, he should ask himself, “If I really love the Torah, why
should I be less concerned with my neighbor’s learning than my

In Alim (Lech Lecha) Rabbi

Szimonowitz explained the Torah’s issue with

using hewn stone for the mizbeiach as an

aversion to using the newly invented metal for kedushah. It should
be pointed out that the passuk explains it differently: “You will
have to raise a sword over it.” In other words, the Torah’s issue
is with utilizing something that was created to shorten life for
something that is meant to lengthen lives. Chazal explain this as

Shimon

own?” By attempting to be consistent in his love for Torah he too
will achieve temimus, consistency, in this area.

At the same time, temimus requires that we refrain from deeds
that are above our current madreigah. The Gemara (Chullin 105a)
quotes Mar Ukva: “I am vinegar born of wine when compared to
my father regarding eating dairy after meat. After eating meat,
my father would wait 24 hours before eating cheese, whereas I
wait only from one meal to the next [approximately six hours].”
Why was Mar Ukva distressed that he didn’t do as his father did?
He too could have waited 24 hours! But even if Mar Ukva would
wait 24 hours, it would not have any special meaning; he felt that
he 51mp1y did not have the necessary piety.

RIEI What we learn from Mar Ukva is that
a person should not accept upon himself
spiritual halachic
requirements unlesshehasreached a degree
of self-improvement consistent with that
observance. (Concerning the observances
required by halachah, obviously one must
perform them regardless of one’s level of
self-improvement.) If someone undertakes
non-mandatory actions above his level of inner piety, it may be
at the expense of halachically binding obligations, or of deeds
reflecting his current level of piety. He must therefore carefully
consider any extra-halachic observance. Is his level of piety
consistent with it? Will be doing it with temimus?

722% Y% nawm o ny1—And you should know on this day and
take to heart (Devarim 4:39). The Torah must not be for us just an
intellectual exercise; we must take its principles into our heart.
Here is where the possibility of inconsistency in our service of
Hashem arises. We may be aware that the pursuit of physical
pleasure is not part of the purpose we were created for; we may
learn mussar and know that we must always strive for greater
spirituality; yet we may continue to covet worldly possessions
and guide our lives by false standards born of earthly desires. The
subordination of these mundane instincts to the rule of Torah is
the essence of temimus, consistency.

observance above

the use of any sharp metal object. In fact, the Mishkan contained
metal keilim fashioned of iron, the only objection being to too-
sharp metal objects for hewing. In addition, some Tanna’im hold
that HaKadosh Baruch Hu created the first metal tool on erev
Shabbos bein hashmashos, (Avos 5:6) so

there’s nothing "mo-deren" about using metal tools.
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