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continued from page 4  In the performance of mitzvos too, stone
was preferred, and the newfangled metal was shunned. The Torah
(Parshas Shemos 4:25) says of Tzipporah that “She took a stone and
performed bris milah on her son.” Yehoshua too, used sharp stones
for bris milah (Yehoshua 5:2). Stone, and not metal, was used for
a mitzvah: bris milah.

Metal Permeates The Perishah (Yoreh Deah 264) cites a midrash
Kedushah that a metal knife is preferred for bris milah
because when the metal of Golias” helmet parted to allow Dovid’s
stone entry, the metal was promised that in return it would be
used for milah. This midrash does not appear in the classic
collections of Midrashim, but it can be found in the Tze'enah

u’Re’enah and in the sefer Sifsei Cohen. [Harav Moshe Slomiuc points out
that the former cannot have been the source cited by the Perishah, since the
author of the Perishah, Rav Yehoshuah HaCohen Falk, was niftar in 1614 and the
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Tze'enah Ure'enah was first published in 1616, whereas the Sifsei Cohen by Rav
Mordechai HaCohen of Tzefas (niftar 1598) was first published in 1608. See Rav
Slomiuc’s Otzros Chasam Sofer, expanded edition 5785, Vol. 1 pp. 166-167.]

So, initially, metal had no place in kedushah. A knife is never
mentioned in the Torah in connection with a holy act; in reference
to the Akeidah, for example, the word “maacheles” is used, not
“knife.” But when Dovid’s stone, flung at Golias, encountered the
bronze helmet protecting Golias’ head, Hashem commanded the
metal to soften itself and allow Dovid’s stone to penetrate it; as a
reward, metal was promised entry into the realm of kedushah, and
subsequently would be preferred for use for bris milah.

The Levush (YD 264) says that using metal is a less painful way
to perform a bris milah. This is an echo of Lemech’s argument that
using metal is a less painful way to kill. But despite the merits of
this advanced product, it was a process for it to be allowed entry
into the realm of kedushah.
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" n‘gy Cutting Edge Technology

Rav Shimon Szimonowitz, Machon Aleh Zayis

The Chasam Sofer was pacing up and down, deep in thought. When his
concerned Rebbetzin asked him how she could help, he replied tersely ‘ain
chochmah I'nashim ela b’plach, you should just go back to the Tzeenah
u'Re'enah.” The Rebbetzin persisted, so he shared with her that he could not
locate the source for the halachah that metal should preferably be used for bris
milah, to which she responded that the source is actually the Tze'enah u'Re’enah!

(Told by Hagaon Rav Yitzchok Shlomo Unger, Rav Chug Chasam Sofer
in Bnei Brak; see similar story cited by Tirosh V'yitzhor 27:1 regarding the
Baruch Taam)

Primitivity Shaul clothed Dovid in his own royal battle garb and
Prevails put a bronze helmet on his head and enclosed him in

armor. And Dovid girded his sword over his garments,
but he was unable to walk for he was unused to it... Dovid removed
them. And he took his stick in his hand and chose five smooth stones
from the creek and put them in the shepherd’s pouch he had, and his
slingshot was in his hand... The Pelishti said to Dovid, “Am I a dog that
you should come to me with sticks?” ... And Dovid replied “You come to
me with the sword and spear and the javelin, and I come to you with
the name of Hashem...” Dovid reached into his pouch, took a stone,
and flung it, striking the Pelishti in his forehead. The stone embedded
itself there and the Pelishti fell on his face to the ground. Dovid
defeated the Pelishti with the slingshot and the stone, with no sword
in hand. (I Shmuel 17:38-50)

The Navi describes Dovid’s discomfort with the bronze armor
and weapon handed to him by Shaul, and contrasts Dovid’s
primitive arsenal with Golias’ cutting-edge one. Superficially, the
message is what Dovid sings about in Tehillim (20:8): “Some with
chariots, and some with horses; but we call out in the Name of
Hashem, our God..”

But deeper analysis suggests that the Navi is also intimating that
Hashem prefers the ways of antiquity. It was not despite Dovid’s
backwardness that he bested his enemy. It was because of it. The
primitive stones in Dovid’s simple pouch, flung in the name of
Hashem, vanquishing the technologically advanced bronze armory
wielded by Hashem’s enemy, was a statement and a lesson.

Of The During the Stone Age, flint was fashioned into tools
Stone Age andweapons. Only during the Bronze, and later the
Iron Age, sometimes collectively referred to as the Metal Ages,
did people start fashioning tools and weapons out of metal. The
Torah describes the transition:

Bereishis 4:19-23 relates that Lemech’s son Tuval Kayin
sharpened all cutting implements of copper and iron. Tuval Kayin
introduced metal implements to society, primarily as weapons:
swords, spears, daggers, etc.

Ramban says that Lemech’s wives felt that the advent of the
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sword, a new and more efficient way to kill, would invoke Lemech’s
ancestor Kayin’s murderous legacy. But Lemech reasoned “Have I
slain a man by my wound and a child by my bruise?” In other words:
murder already existed, and a sword causes a quicker, less painful
death than one resulting from a wound or a bruise. Furthermore, it’s
not the sword that kills; it’s the person who chooses to kill with it.

Still, the Torah commands (end of Parshas Yisro) that when
building a mizbe'ach, Do not build them hewn, for you will have
raised your sword over it and desecrated it. Rashi explains that it is
not proper to use metal, which shortens lives, for the mizbeuch,
which was made for atonement and thus lengthens lives.

Notwithstanding Lemech’s arguments extolling the virtues
of the newly-invented tools, the Torah forbids bringing this
“modern” technology, so closely associated with the cardinal
sin of murder, into the realm of kedushah. A mizbe'ach must
be constructed in the same way it was done in the Stone Age,
without employing “modern” tools.

Similarly, the Torah commands (Parshas Ki Savo, Devarim 27:1-
6), that when crossing the Yarden, the Bnei Yisrael should take big
stones, cover them with plaster, write the entire Torah on them,
and then fashion a mizbeach out of the stones, but they were
not to use any metal in the process. Torah and avodah were to be
“fashioned” as back in the Stone Age, an era uncontaminated by
the evils of modern technology. continued on page 3

Loose Translation of a
Piyyut for a Shabbos Bris
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Five stones were used for circumcision 0°7wW3a N°12Y nw nan 071X 17217

Two, by the rocks of our formation
(Avrohom and Yitzchok)

Tziporah used the third while
Yehoshua raised two of them
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As it says: “Va’yaas Yehoshuah charvos

tzurim” 0°71X N3N Y1’ wyn

But the stone was replaced with iron
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Taking the place of the tool of yore 91701 DWW 11X 191 TWRD

Yehoshua hinted to the sword 9119 Nwn °11¥2 0ono 129

Mentioning “charvos” in his
commanding word

When the musician (Dovid) fought the
champion (Golias)
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All five stones were forged into one MYXH NNR 1YY INWAN 112771
Iron gave way and receded
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And in the forehead stone embedded 1NXN11aRN yavm
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