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Nw’(j n()y A Minhag Comes to Light

Rav Shimon Szimonowitz,
Machon Aleh Zayis

In Alim Pesach 5782 the following announcement appeared:

As part of a new initiative, Machon Aleh Zayis is proud to announce the
forthcoming publication of the Lithuanian classic, Galya Masechta, by Rav
Dovid of Novharodok (1769-1836). The new edition will contain an accurate
version of the text, and will be complete with sources and references to
Acharonim who discuss the teshuvos of the Galya Masechta. Additionally, the
sefer will be beautifully designed and handsomely printed in keeping with the
high standards of Machon Aleh Zayis.

This project is currently on hold because the olam haTorah was graced
with a beautiful new edition of this great sefer by the worldclass Machon
Mishnas Harav Aharon. It remains to be determined if our edition will be
published in the future; but for now I want to share a short note on the
Galya Mesechta’s famous critique of the Rema’s pesak that every member

of the household should light Chanukah licht.

The Rambam’s opinion is that the head of the household should
light as many lights as there are members of the household,
adding one light per night per member. Accordingly, if the
household numbers ten people, on the first night the head of
the household lights ten lights, on the second
night twenty, on the third night thirty, etc.
Tosafos, though, maintains that only one light
per household should be lit on the first night,
two on the second, etc. The Galya Mesechta (p.
76 Mishnas Rabbi Aron edition) questions the
Rema’s pesak as inconsistent with either opinion.
There is no known source in the Rishonim for
every member of the household independently
lighting every night. His conclusion, therefore,
is that the minhag should be discontinued, and
he is concerned that whoever follows the Rema is
making a berachah levatalah.

Incidentally, this critique is quoted by the
Aruch HaShulchan (671:17), who served as the
Rov of Novharodok, some years after the Galya
Mesechta. But both the Galya Mesechta and the Aruch Hashulchan
testify that the prevalent practice was to follow the Rema.

In 1935, a Hebrew teacher in San Antonio, Texas, Rabbi
Alexander Ziskind Gurwitz (Hurwitz — the G is pronounced H in
Lithuanian, thus Kagan for Kahan/1n3, and Grodno for Horodna)
published his memoirs in Yiddish, n117 »1¥ 119 Mot (I am
indebted to my friend R' Yidel Gluck for bringing this book to
my attention). Rabbi Gurwitz, a talmid of Volozhin from 5633
to 5636 (1873-1876), dedicated the lion’s share of his memoirs
to chronicling the customs practiced in Lithuania where he grew
up. Although the entire book is in Yiddish, in his short Hebrew
introductory note Gurwitz states that his mission was
0°3N31730 921,09R 92 1wnw K71 187 KD QWK 717 ,1790KR R0 NT WD wnd
OWI7 1WY1 0N 1273 IRXAY APTN *NIPNT . Nand nivnY .00 nnn oot
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In chapter 29 he describes his father lighting the menorah.
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At night, as father lit the first Chanukah light, I stood mesmerized
and watched with such excitement that I could picture the entire story
of the Chanukah miracle exactly how the rebbe told it. These small
lights with their dim flame ignited a love in my young-child’s heart for
our Jewish nation and her heroes who sacrificed themselves for their
nation and emunah.

Why did Gurwitz fail to mention that he too lit the menorah?
As he was not one to mince words, the omission is glaring. But
a careful reading the Galya Mesechta would indicate that in
Lithuania only young married men did so. He relates that
NIW 170 77V 021W PInY DYWIRA XYW 1PN NP0 1200 IR 11219 ww 'n 9o
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Apparently, even those who presumably followed the Rema
started lighting only when they matured. Interestingly, the
Yesod Veshoresh Ha’Avodah, Rav Alexander Ziskind of Horodna
(niftar 1794) complains that many are lax and do not train their
young children to light their own menorah. The Aishel Avrohom
of Butchatch, although from another part of the world, Galicia,
mentions approvingly that the prevailing custom was not to light
individually before marriage and for sure not before bar mitzvah.

To my good fortune I “chanced” to meet
Rabbi Shalom Roseman shlita, who told me two
interesting facts. He recently had the privilege
of spending time with the legendary Rebbetzin
Gifter, shetichye. The rebbetzin said that in Telz the
minhag was that only the father lit the menorah.

In Kuntrus Minhagei Telz (ch. 12) it is recorded
that minhag haYeshivah is that all bachurim are
yotzei with the hadlakah in the Bais Midrash,
Maran haGaon Rav Elya Meir Bloch zt”] having
ruled that the Bais Midrash is the main dwelling-
place of the bachurim. In brackets, the author
adds: “We know that many Gedolim disagree and
hold that they [the bachurim] should light in the
lunchroom, and yet others say that they should
light in the dormitory, but we stand by the pesak of Maran [Rav
Eliyahu Meir] zt”1.”

It has long been believed that this practice was adopted by
Yeshivas Telz as a reaction to the tragic fire that burned down the
dormitory on January 3, 1963. But Rabbi Roseman related in the
name of Rav Avrohom Chaim Levin that when Telz/Chicago was
established in 1960 - three years before the fire — it was already
the practice in Telz to light only one menorah for all the bachurim,
and that minhag was transplanted to Telz/Chicago. If so, the
minhag can be traced not to the fire, but to the old Telzer minhag
preserved by Rebbetzin Gifter.

According to Rav Moshe Baruch Kaufman, Rav Zelig Epstein
zt”] also testified that in his hometown, Slonim, only the head of
the household lit the menorah; no one else. This was confirmed
by Rabbi Avrohom Shereshevsky in the name of his late father
who was also from Slonim.

Could any of this have been due to the influence of the Galya
Mesechta? Or could it be that all referred to were below the age of
maturity, while older young men did light? Perhaps some readers
can provide more information gleaned from family members and
teachers who hail from Lita.



A Tale of Two Battles

Rav Chaim Dov Greenes,
Machon Aleh Zayis

It is said in the name of the Arizal that the war fought by
Shimon and Levi against Shechem was the prototype, the maaseh
avos siman la’banim, for the battles of the Chashmonaim against
the Greeks in the Chanukah era. We may add several allusions to
this idea:

Megillas Antiochus (no. 52) relates that Mattisyahu Kohen
Gadol blessed his son Shimon by telling him he followed in the
way of Shimon ben Yaakov, who battled Shechem.

The Midrash (Chanukah 1 - Eisenstein) relates that at her
wedding, Mattisyahu’s daughter appeared in a way unbecoming
for a bas melech. Ashamed and furious, her brothers prepared to
kill her. “You are upset about my appearance before tzaddikim like
yourselves,” she exclaimed, “yet you are not upset that I will have
to surrender to the local governor! You should learn from Shimon
and Levi, Dinah’s brothers, who avenged her by wiping out the city
of Shechem! Place your trust in Hashem, and He will help you.”
This prompted the brothers to begin their fight against the Greeks.

And of course, Mattisyahu and his sons were kohanim,
descendants of Levi.

Still, the idea that the Chanukah-era wars reflected the battle
fought by Shimon and Levi is a bit perplexing. On his deathbed,
Yaakov Avinu reproached Shimon and Levi for their campaign in
Shechem: NNWP %2 ON72v1 1Y %0 DOX 1R 11 WOR 170 0OR32 %) — For
in their rage they murdered people ... accursed is their rage for it is
intense, and their wrath for it is harsh (Bereishis 49:6-7); why would
the Chashmonaim view themselves and their undertaking as
emulating a cursed campaign?

In fact, Yaakov’s own position on the battle against Shechem
seems unclear. After the battle Yaakov confronted Shimon and
Levi (34:30), describing the danger that now threatened him
and his family: »n°11 °1x *nTnwW1 *119M YV 1DOXIT 190N NN IR - T
am few in number, and should they band together and attack me, I
will be annihilated, I and my household. To this Shimon and Levi
responded, 1ININX NR WY’ AN (34:31). The Ohr Hachaim says
they meant, “If we allow ourselves to be trampled upon by our
neighbors and do not react, we have no hope for continued
existence.” The Torah does not record that Yaakov responded to
this claim, so it seems he agreed with it. But then why later on,
before his death, does he rebuke Shimon and Levi? And why does
he censure their anger, and not their deeds?

Furthermore, before reprimanding Shimon and Levi, Yaakov
says to Yosef, »11mKn 71 "nnpY qwR PNXR YV TNR 00V 77 *NNi X
"nwpa1°27n2 - I have given you Shechem, one portion more than your
brothers, which I took from the hand of the Emori with my sword and

RN TD
PN oonn

RN

e

with my bow (48:22). Yaakov actually takes credit for Shechem’s
conquest; seemingly, there could be no greater approval for it
than this. And yet, Yaakov soon afterward rebukes Shimon and
Levi for this very campaign.

And finally, what did Yaakov mean by saying that he took
Shechem? Did he fight in the battle?

The Midrash (Yalkut Shimoni 157) says that by “my sword” Yaakov
refers to tefillah, and by “my bow” to bakashah. When Shimon and
Levi went to battle Yaakov said, “Will I allow my sons to fall? I will
fight alongside them.” So he davened for their success.

We may now understand Yaakov’s seeming ambivalence, his
divergent reactions to the battle.

Initially, Yaakov called out Shimon and Levi for the threat
they brought upon his family, but when they replied that on the
contrary, they actually protected Bnei Yisrael, Yaakov accepted their
argument. In his deathbed rebuke Yaakov speaks of something else.
Granted, the war had to be fought, but Shimon and Levi’s attitude
in doing so was wrong; instead of approaching the battle through
tefillah, as Yaakov himself did, they fought out of anger.

Perhaps this is implicit in the wording of Yaakov’s criticism
of Shimon and Levi, ni’n11on onan 795 — Stolen vessels are their
weapons (49:5). Rashi defines ni’m11on as weaponry, and explains
that their “profession” of murder, carried out against Shechem,
was stolen from Esav. Yaakov meant that the “vessels” Shimon
and Levi used for the battle - a focus on weaponry and killing -
were stolen from Esav. They ought to have used Yaakov’s “vessels”
— tefillah and bakashah.

The Midrash (Chanukah 2 - Eisenstein) relates that leading
up to the Chanukah wars, the Jews “looked [in hope] toward the
eastern mountains” — perhaps the Persians would come to their
aid. To which Mattisyahu Kohen Gadol responded, “Doesn’t the
paSSle say TWK 73210 71131 129 0% 7N 173112 19177 W12 OW WK 1230 R
nvan ‘N ow - Cursed is the man who makes flesh his strength and
turns his heart away from Hashem, and blessed is the man who makes
Hashem his security (see Yirmiyahu 17:5-7)?” Consequently, he
and his sons and the other warriors fasted, donned sackcloth, and
prayed to Hashem, and then went out and waged war.

We may now understand that yes, inspired to do battle by
Shimon and Levi, the Chashmonaim saw themselves as carrying
on the legacy of old. But their approach to battle was different
from that of Shimon and Levi. Accepting Yaakov’s rebuke, they
stepped up to the fight with fasting and tefillah - that is, with
reliance on Hashem.

This very lesson was imparted to Mattisyahu’s sons by their
sister, when she said, “Place your trust in Hashem, and He will
help you.” And as Megillas Antiochus (no. 41) relates, “They battled
the nations and killed many among them ... because they trusted
in Hashem, G-d of the heavens.”




